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Chaim Potok explores
perilous path to adulthood

Zebra and Other Stolios
By Chaim Potok
(Alfred A. Knopf, 1998, $18)

There was
once a boy who
loved to run. He
could run as fast
ag a herd of
zebras thunder-
ing ncross a
grassy plain. In
a moment of
exhilaration —
when his legs
seemed weight-
less 08 he soarcd
through space — the boy moved
into the path of an oncoming car.
That ended his passion for run-
ning and plunged him “into o
darkness from which he emerged
very, very slowly. .."

Thus beging the first narrative
of “Zebra and Other Stories” by
the much revered author Chaim
Potok. Known for his poignant
coming-of-nge novels (“The Cho-
sen,” “My Name Is Asher Lev”)
in which youthful protagonists
are caught between the demands
of Jewish tradition and the
allure of modernity, Potok
wenves hiy literary magic once
ngain in a collection of six short
picces that reflect, this time, the

ESTHER
LITTMANN

like Zebra, Isabel, Moon, and
Max, the narratives explore the
impact that injury, drugs, sex, or
the loss of a parent makes on its
teenage victim. There is B.B.,
for example, who shares a secret
with her father, his admission
that he can't confront a crisis
becnuse he lacks “the right
stufl.” When the tragic loss of &
child nlmost drains him of the
little strength he hns let, B.B.'s
father is tempted to find solace
in escape. “Ench time he goes off
on n trip,” confesses B.B., *I
think he won't come back.”

Then there ia Moon, a sullen,
rebetlious 13-year-old, angry
that his wealthy parents won't
buy him the recording cquip-
ment he wants for his band.
Often subjeet to fits of rage when
his wishes are denied, Moon is o
problem at scheol as well s ot
home. But then a foreigner
comes to visit his community
from n village in Pakistan, a boy
his own age. Asher, he heord,
had been sold into servitude at
the age of five, forced to sit “on a
beneh fifteen hours a doy 65 a
carpet weaver . . . in a long, nir-
less room . . . (at) temperatures
over one hundred degrees.”
What goes on in Moon's mind i
a gradual shift outward, from

11 ] i

cultural nnd diversity
of mainstream America,

Each story focuses on the
moment when a young person
leaves the safety and ignorance
of chitdhood and crosscs the
threshold to enter an adult world
of peril and uncertainty. This
transition also provides the link

1 di

cdness to
and finally — when Moon learns
the nature of Asher's ultimnte
fate — to “scalding outrage.”

In “Zebra . . .," Potok probes
the paychological depths of
young people initiated into the
problems of adult life, its joys
mingled with its pains and dis-

i s. The six young

binding the ly disp
plots into a meaningful whole.
Named for their protagonists,

a
people depicted in the stories
pass through darkness and

BOOK HAPPENINGS

despair as the result of o trogic
encounter. Yet they each find
within themselves “the sublime
sensation of secret power” to
cope with and even transcend
the narrow limitatious of person-
al suffering.

“Things will be all different for
me,” says Nava, ofter a violent
confrontation with evil. Iler
father's sole response is a great
look of sndness. But to Nava
and the others, increased knowl-
edge and understanding are the
benefits that come with the pro-
cess of growing up. “Zebra . .7
is a thought.provoking and sen-
sitive book for pre-teens and up,

Chnim Potok will be at Bor-
ders in Farmington Hills on 7:30
p.m. Tuesday, November 24.

P.S. Younger readers will
enjoy "“The Impatient Otter™ by
Franziskne Schoenfeld (Cran-
brook Press, 1998, $8.95} Beau-
tifully illustrated by Cranbrook
instructor Ann Kelly, the book
tells the whimsienl story of Mar-
shall M. Fredericks’ creation of a
granite otter who talks and plays
with the sculptor's five children,
It testifies to the fact that sculp.
ture, when executed by n great
artist, can spring to life in our
imagination. The book is avail
able at Cranbrook Art Academy
and at the Elizabeth Stone
Gallery in Birmingham.

Esther Littmann is a resident
of Bloomficld Township. She is
a private tutor in English and
German You can leave her a
message from a touch-tone phone
at (73:4) 953-2047, mailbox num-
ber 1893. Her fax number is
(248) 6.44-1314.

Book Happenings features vari-
ous happenings ot suburban
bookstores. Send news leads to
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, MI
48150, or fax them to
(313)591-7279, or e-mail him at
hgatlagher@oe, homecomm. net

BORDERS {BIRMINGHAM,

SOUTHFIELD ROAD)

Lesley Hazieton signs her book
“Driving to Detroit,” 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Nov, 13, at the store
31150 Southfield Road,
Birmingham, 48025

BORDERS {ROCHESTER HILLS)

R. T. Stone signs his book “The
Journals - A Message from the
Council of Ancicnts,” 7 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 12, at the store,
1122 East Liberty St., Rochester
Hills.

MURDER, MYSTERY & MAYHEM
Fictlon group discusses Amy
Tan's “The Hundred Secret
Senses,” 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov.
12; John Billheimer signs his new

mystery “The Contrary Blues,” 1
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14, ot the
store 35167 Grand River,
Farmington, (248)471-7210.
BARNES & NOBLE {NORTHVILLE)
Terry Stellini witl sign her
romances, 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 12; Biography Book Club will
discuss Malachy McCourt's “A
Monk Swimming,” 7:30 p.m,
Thursday, tov. 12, at the store,
Six Mile ond Hoggerty, Northville.
SHAMAN DRUM (ANN ARBOR)
Kristin Hass reads from “Caried
to the Wall™: American Memoty
and the Vietnam Veterans
Memorlal,” B p.m. Monday, Nov.
9; Ursula Wiltshlre Goodenough
reads from “The Socred Depths of
Nature,” 8 p.m. Tucsday, Nov. 10;
Howard Cutter reads from “The
Art of Happiness,” 8 p.m,
Wednesday, Nov. 11; Richard
Balley signs "Nineteenth Century
English,” 4 p.m. Thursday, Nov.
12: Joseph Clark reads from
“Jungle Wedding: Stories,” B p.m.
Friday, Nov. 13; Allson Joseph
reads from “In Every Seam,” 8
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14 at the
store, 313 South Stote Street,

Ann Arbor {734)662:7407.
LITTLE PROFESSOR {PLYMOUTH)
R.T. Stone will sifn his book "The
Journols - A Message trom the
Councll of Anclents, 7 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 13, at the store. 380
South Main St., Plymouth,
BOOK DISCUSSION
Or. Mary Minock of Madonna
University whl (ead a discussion
of Anne Tyler’s “Saint Maybe,”
Monday, Nov. 9, at the Carl
Sandburg Library, 30100 W.
Seven Mile, Livonia. For more
information, call (248)476-0700,
BOOK LECTURE
Mystery writer William Kienzle
will speak 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov.
15, at the Livonla Civic Center
Library, 32777 Five Mile Road.
The program is sponsored by the
Friends of the Livonia Librarics
and is free 10 members. Yearly
memberships cost $5 and are
available at the door.
WALDENBOOKS & MORE
Barbara Burrls signs her book
“Callle & Zora,” 1 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 8, at the store 13667
Eurcka, Southgate, (734)262-
4197.

DSO series caters to singles

Since 1989, the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra’s “Overtures,”
a group made up of concert-
going “20-to-40 somcthings,”
have been meeting to mix, min-
gle and enjoy clussical music.

This senson, “Overtures,” will
cater to metra-Detroit’'s urban
and suburban singles through a
four-concert/party subscription
package.

Subscriptions include pre-con-
cert parties beginning at 6 pm.
in the Orchestra Place atrium
with live jazz, plentiful hors
d'ouevres (enough for a light
dinner) and cash bar.

At 8 p.m., Ovortures sub-
acribers will walk next door to
Orchestra Hall to enjoy a
Detroit Symphony Orchestra
Classical Serics concert.

Concerts for the Overtures
four-concert subscription pack-
ago include the “Concert for A
New World,” featuring the DSO
under Music Director Neome
Jarvi performing Dvorak's
“New World Symphony,” 8 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 13; superstar
flutist Jean-Pierre Rampal per-
forming Mozart on Friday,
March 12; the young American
violinist Kurt Nikkanon in
Prokofiav's Second Violin Con-
certo on Friday, April 23; and

and get to know each other.

Atrium at 8 p.m.,

- . Overtures .
What: Fun four concert series Detrolt Symphony Orchestra
Hall, 3711 Woodward Ave., Detrolt, where singles can meet

Subscription: Season subscription $128, Includes seat in the
mid-baléony and admisslon to the pre-concert party, among
other benefits. Call (313) 576-5119 or for tickets on-line, visit
the DSO’s Web slte, www.detroltsymphony.com

Performances: Preceded with g party at the Orchestra Place

Concert Serles .

A Y
=ConcerTalks® 7 p.m. at Orchestra Hall, followed by concert at

@ 8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 13 - Program Includes Overturo to “The
School for Scandal,” (Barber), Symphony No. 2 (Martinu}, and
Symphony No, 8, “From the New World,” (Dvorak).

W 8 p.m. Friday, March 12 ~ features flutist Jean-Plerre Ram-

pat N . .

W 8 p.m. Friday, April 23 - features violinist Kurt Nikkanen

M 8 p.m. Friday, May 31 - features viollnist Gil Shaham and
tha Choral Unlon of the University Musical Society

Informal

the highly acclaimed Isracli vio-
linist Gil Shaham joining Jarvi
for the Bartok Violin Concerto
for n performance on Friday,
May 21 that alao features Rach-
moninofl's “Tho Bells.”

"I am very excited that we
can offer a fun four-concert
series where singles can meot
and got to know each other, and
then onjoy a concert experience
together,” said Louis G. Spisto,

Detroit Symphony Orchestra
Hall president.

“I developed a similar series
at the Pittsburgh Symphony
and the Pacific Symphony in
California, which enjoyed great
succesa and filled a real need by
aerving an important segment
of the community that is often
overlooked.

“I believe this program will be
popular with music-loving sin-
gles here in Detroit.”



