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| TRAVEL.

BY PAT RITNER
SPECIAL WITER

lave you noticed how much
bigger cruise ships are getting?
Is is not at all uncommon for n
veasel to nccommedate 2,000 or
wmore passengers, My husband
and 1 have discovered, however,
that there are times when small-
er is better!?

The Wind Star Cruise line
with its four and five mast sail-
ing vessels are o wonderfully dif-
ferent cruise experience,

‘The four ahips in the fleet
vange from 148 to 310 passen-
yers with plenty of crew to pam-
per the guests. Dining is open
seating and room service to the
comfortable, well-appointed
statervams is available 24 hours
1 dny. The atmosphere and dress
are cnsunlly clegant, and there
are no annoying public address
announcements. Ench ship offers
the luxurious intimaey of o pri-
vate yacht for those of us not
privileged enough to own one.

Our latest experience on a
Wind Star ship was a week sail-
‘iny the French and Italion Riv-
jerns in June on the newest flect
member — the Wind Surf. We
met the ship in Niee, France,
and our itinerary included three
Italian and four French ports on

If You Want to Go

The standard cost of o 7-doy
cruise on the Wind Surf is
$3,895 per person. Special dis-
counts are offered. In addition
to the bnse cabing, the Wind
Surf haa a few luxury suites.

For information, call Wind
Star at 800-258-7246. To book
a cruise, contact your local
travel agent.

the beautiful Mediterranean
Sen. During the trip we had time
to restore body and soul, and
freedom to do whatever we
wished.

The first morning we awoko to
experience Wind Surf arriving at
the tiny Italian village of Portofi-
no set in o small bay surrounded
by hilla and luscious vegetation.
This tranquil and serenc port
was once a fishing village, and
its character unspoiled even
though it is now one of the mosat
important centers for-interna-
tional jet-set tourism. We
delighted in viewing the opulent
yachts which lino the harbor and
browsing in the quaint bou-
tiquea. Thnt afternoon we took
the Jocal bus to the nearby larger

Luxury ship: The Wind Surf docks in Nice for initial
passenger embarkation for the French and Italian Riv-

iera cruise,

town of Sants Margharita.

On the Island of Elba we visit-
ed Portoferraio, which has much
to offer Napoleonic history
enthusinats, picturesque Porto
Azzuro and a local winery. In
addition, we were able to view
gome of the fine mincrale which
are found on Elba. As in all of
the ports we visited, there was
lots of uphill walking. This was
probably good since it helped
batance the fine food served on
the Wind Surf!

The day the ship dacked ot
Portovenere, wo opted to take an
all-day excursion to Florence.
Florence, or Firenze if you are
Italian, is a magnificent city
which can easily be explored on
foot. We only had five hours to
do our exploring which meant
that had to be sclective. Florence
really deserves severnl days. We
vigited the Church of St. Croce,
which contains the graves of
Michelangelo, Leonarde and
Marconi, the Piazza Delln Signo-
rin to view the statues of David
and Neptune, and the pic-
turesque Pont Vecchio Bridge
with its dozens of jewelry shops,
After a delightful junch as La
Grotta Guelfn, we did a little
shopping at the street market
called Mercato Nuovo. There was
just enough time for a tiramisu
ice eream before rejoining the
group to return to the ship.

Monnco waa trip to a foiry tale
land. I couldn't help imagining
what it must have been like for
the young Grace Kelly to have
arrived there so many years ago
knowing that the tiny principali-
ty built on a rock was to be her
home. Monaco is only 473 acres
with just 5,000 citizens. It has
been under control of the
Grimaldi family since 1308. A
visit to the State Apartmenta of
the Princes Palnce was onc of
the high points of our trip.
Prince Rainier and his son,
Albert, were in residence the dny
we were there but did not invite
us to stay for lunch. The entire
area surrounding the palace,
including the cathedral, Oceano-
graphic Museum-nnd private
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Small cruise ship offers perfect Riviera vacation

Lunch in Cannes: Pat Ritner of Troy enjoys a light lunch on the pool deck of the Noga
Hilton in Cannes, France.

residences, has n very stately air
with magnificent, beautifully
kept grounds. This was one hill I
idn't mind climbing, but Mona-
co also hns an cxcellent public
transit system which cnables
visitors to explore the entire
principality.
hat same evening we
returned to visit the elegant
shops and the gold leaf splendor
or the Grand Casino. It was fun
to view the luxury cars, designer
clothes and fabulous jewels. Ele-
vators from the port made for
ensy nccess to the casino and the
magnificent surroundings and
world-class people watching kept
us occupied for hours.

Small vessels can enter ports
which cannot handle large cruise
ships, but it is still necessary to
uso tenders in many locations.
The tenders ran very frequently
and the rides were usually only
about 10 minutes so it did not
present a problem. The normal
routine was for the ship to
anchor at a new port each morn-
ing and to sct sail early evening,
That schedule was adjusted to a

2 a.m. sailing from Monaco and
an early evening arrival at Saint
Tropez so pnssengers could fully
enjoy the night life in both ports.

Tiny Saint Tropez has a year-
round population of 6,000 inhab-
itants which swells to 20,000 in
the summer. We were there dur-
ing the sailing of the Saint
Tropez Rolex Cup 80 were able to
see some of the fastest and most
efficient boats ever designed as
well a8 enjoy the benutiful city
with a magical atmosphere of
cafes, restaurants, galleries and
boutiques. Many of our fellow
passengers chose to do some
serious shopping in Saint
Tropez, while we lounged away
the afternoon at the well-known
Tahiti Beach.

Qur favorite port of the entire
week was Cannes, home of the
Cannnes Film Festivals. Not only
did we enjoy a great day cxplor-
ing the open air morning market
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and the medieval old town, we
were nble to experience the city
at leisure since we stayed an
extrn two days there when the
cruise ended. On the way to the
nirport, our driver asked us how
we liked Cannes, When we
replicd, “It was perfect,” he snid,
“You must come back in the
spring or fall, it is even better
then!”

Some vacations are goud. Ours
on the Wind Surfl was 180
degrees from ordinary just like
the brochure promised!

In addition to the French and
Italian Rivieras, Wind Star
offers cruises to the Caribbenn,
Costa Rica, Greek Isles and
Turkey and several special voy-
ages. Additional information
may be ubtained through your
travel agent.

Pat Ritner lives in Troy.
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Hill Auditorium « Ann Arbor

£ piano
HIT THE STREET WITH ;
BELLS ON YOUR FEET

Join the fun and help find a cure
for the 100+ forms of arthritis.

Bitmingham native Mitsuko
Uchida comes to Ann Arbor

for het fong awaited UMS debut.
“Mitsuko Uchida's bracing, brainy,
dazzlingly articulated recital at the
Kennedy Center vias one of the
great musical events of the season.”

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 (washington Post)
BIRMINGHAM 10:00 am 5K run and walk ROGTAM e o 3ing i

Pick up your registration at any Max & Erma’s restatirant or AirTotich Cellular store. 8MV 808

After the race, all participants antl their families are invited to the Max © Erma ‘sin gu‘:s:: IT’\;:':JS:?;:\:‘:;z,1zznl‘lat
Birmingham and in Ann Arbor for a chili party. Warm sp with good food and friends. V“““’“"‘:"&g:;&’m’ Major, Op. 61
s0iteyon i -four Preludes, Op. 28
SHOWMAN SHUFFLE Chcacn Tvrabi MI4T8 o porner WETRSLITM Chopin  Twenty-four Preludes, Op.

Open Sunday 10:
92 Hla 1304

Our kid's event 1s better than ever, For a §2 fee, your kids can run on a guided course
and receive great prizes from Max & Erma’s restaurant, Toys-R-Us and other goodles.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Did you knaw that arthritis costs the U.S. cconumy $65 billion dollars
a year in lost wages and sick pay? -

Did you know that the number of peaple with arthritls will increase nearly $0% aver the next
20 years? One In 5 Amerlcans will have a form of anthritls Including Lupus, Osteaporusis,
Carpal Tutinel Syndrome and Rheumatoid Arthritis 1o name a few?

Did you know almost 300,000 children have anhritls?

! Year can make a dilference by running, walking or volurieering at the Jingle Bell Run for
/ Arthiritis, Filt out the registration form and mail or fax it to us aleng with your registration fee.
The fax number is (248) 424-9005. For more information,

please call 800-968-3030 ext. 26.
&Y,

o

UMs BOX OFFICE . Quiysibeni.

'734.764.2538 1 219

- Discover how quickly -
burnout can fade away. | SITRIE
- SRR o Hilton's BounceBack Weekend®

$ ARTOUCH
QDhmwgméuE“% Max P Ermoas Ef,“.‘,’t: makes it easy.

It's an allordable way to recharge,
tanew and simply reward youtself for
surviving anothar weak. Come as

Anruy ol s

chgEtr;tio_n Form

Name

Address early as Thursday and sekindle your
Clhiy/Sute/Zip spinit with 50mMeono you lovo, At
Phone Home () work () Hilton Novi andt Hilton (nn Southligld,

enjoy a free, freshly pee-
pared Contnental break- !69_
fast each day, of ttade up

toafull breakast. At ‘wg
Huton Suites. enjoy a free
{ull breaklast and complimentary
evening beverage reception. And,

at Hilton Northfield, enjoy o freo full
treakfast buffet For resarvations,
call your professional travel agent,

FROM

Male D pemale O
T-Shirt Slze: Medlum O Large O Extra Large (3
Please complete all information and enclose with your Jingle Bell Run non-refundable fee.
Regisiration: $18.00 (with short sleeved T-shir)
Afier 11728 and day of: . $25.00'(wlith shon slecved T-shirt) ,
(Please don't mall after 13/28)

$2.00 {without T-shlrt)

Age on day of event

1
|
i

pot room.
pet Rt

' Snowman Shulfle:
P Please make checks payable to Arthritis Foundation and matt to:
Arthritls Foundation
Jingle Bell Run
17117 W. Ninc Mile Rd., Sullec 950
Southfleld, M1 480754602
or if using Visa/MC, fax reglstration form to: (248) 424-9003

Nane (as lappears on caed) =d 1-800-HILTONS, or one af the
. " x
' ;’:;:‘,m.ﬁ“ e p. date Datrolt srea Hiltons.
Enclosed s my teglstratlon fee in the amount of $.. -~ i \ DETROIT AREA: Hilton ton Southheld 248-357-1100 $85
WAIYER/RELEASE * Hiton Northfiekd 248-879-2100 $89
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Th Snlkming (0) 1 am phiysially fit s6d bave srueised o
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Hilton Now 248:349 4000 $89
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1 800 968,3 030 ; Bovorags toception mchuded 1 Sule EriCe, Subrect 10 Siate acad ocal Lrws. Kuis 18 andundor sy oo 61 ey’ of granarents’ o O vt Thsdy
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