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Public safety institutes automated fine response

By TIM SMITH
STAFF WIUTER
tamith@oc.homecomm.net

When a police officer issues a
ticket, significant time ia spent
explaining the citation nnd how
much of n fine it entails, The
communication between officer
aud recipient isn't always clear,
due to various street noises or
aother fuctors, )

And, as a result, 47th District
Court receives far too many fol-
low-up calls from recipients, nak-
ing for the same information
they weren't able to understand
at the time they were ticketed.

That's one renson Farmington
Public Safety Director Gary Goss
views the court's implementation
of an nutomated response fine
schedule as a positive step
toward better efficiency.

“It’s very user-friendly, it'll
probably be casier for folks and
they can listen to it in the calm
of their own living room,” Goss
suid. “Sometimes, at the
moment, they don't hear what
officers are saying and they get
confused.”

Officers and court employecs
will also bencfit.

“It’s guing to make it casier for

geve? from page Al

Councilman Jon Grant agreed.

1 don't see it myself,” Grant
gnid, "Even if he were still a
council member, I dan't sce that
he would be precluded from
working with Phoenix Land
Development. He would not be
nble to vote on any issuc that
has to do with Pheenix Land
Development,”

City Attorney John Donohue
backed up that assessment, nat-
ing Sever's consulting position
doesn't violate state law or the
city charter — especially since he
ig resigning.

Sever realizes not everyance
will see it that way, He did
receive payment from Schafer for
his services, he said.

However, Sever's work with
Schafer has not overlapped any
other business the developer had
before the council.

The council approved Schafer's
planned unit development on 13
Mile Road in a 5-2 vote Aug. 10.
Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi and Coun-
cilwoman Vicki Barnett voted
“no.” Sever said he didn’t
approach Schafer about consult-
ing until October,

“It was much later,” Schafer
said. “I don't do business that
way.”

Schafer said Sever came to
him about the development of
the city-owned 90-plus acres,
which will include expansion of
San Marine Golf Course.

The developer called the busi-
ness relationship “a goed match,”
citing Sever’s humerous years on
city council.

“WWe have our own ideas, but
he was nble to ive some insights
I might not have been able to
realize,” Schafer said. “T've tried
to toke the path of lenst resis-
tance.

“I'm interested in putting a
praposal out there that will be
good for the community.”

Schafer believes Sever has
been one of his toughest critics,
including on those taiks that
involved the Glen Qaks PUD.

Another frequent Schafer crit-
ic, Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi, is not
drawing any rash conclusions
about the working relationship.

“I don't know if this involves
direct lobbying or advice given
out of the public eye,” Vognozzi
said. “m willing to wait to see
how it develops before making
any judgments.”

Sever's is not the first working
relationship between a former
councilmnn and a developer to
raise o fow eyebrows.

After leaving council, Larry
Lichtman accepted a position
with a Inw firm that represented
the developer involved in the
controversinl Timbererest project
at Middlebelt and 12 Mile rond.

Lichtman represented a differ-
ent developer, Malan Realty, in
a proposed commercin} and resi-
dentinl  redevelopment on
Orchard Lnke, 14 Mile and
Northwestern.

A former clected officinl has no
extra pull, one observer snid.

Sign up for
safety forum

Farmington Hills Scnior Adult
Division and Farmington Hills
police prescut a senior safety
forum Monday, Nov. 9.

The forum starts ot 10:30 a.m.
at the Farmington Hills Senior
Center, 28600 11 Mile Road.

Farmington Hills Police Chiel
Bill Dwyer and former Channel
7 veporter Vince Wade will co-
host the forum, which informs
seniors how to protect them-
aclves, Those who attend reccive
information on safcty, scams
that target seniors and how te
use 811 service, X

The program is open to sepion
55 and older.A complimentary
lunch ia available to the firat 60
people who register. To pre-reg-
iater, call 473-1830.

“It's u fricndly foce and nothing
more,” said Barry Brickner,
planning commissioner.

“I've been on council for 10
years and I've never been quete-
unquote “Jobbied’ by a develop-

er,” Grant said. “I think people *

have taken signals from me that
have made them understand
that it's not going to do any good
to lobby me.”

them (officers), too,” Goss added.
“They won't have to go through
lengthy explanations on the
street.”

David Walsh, administratar
for 47th District Court, snid the
system “in the long run will
work out well for everyone.”

The decision to use touch tane
technology followed brainstorm-
ing sessions with beth city police
departments. According to
Walsh, input from Goss and
Farmington Hills Police Chicf
William Dwyer played a major
role in how the system took
shape.

Meanwhile, public feedback
about the system, which is simi-
lar to one being used ot 50th
District Court in Pontinc, wilt be
carcfully evaluated and modified
if it's too difficult or cumbersome
for people to get a grasp of.

“I think it's another arca
where we're trying to use tech-
nology and, hepefully, henefit
the public and make the process

.. work more efficiently,” Walsh
said.

For the court, which serves the
cities of Farmington and Farm-
ington ilills from its 10 Mile
location, Goss snid the automat-

ed system “will alleviate a lot of
phone work,” time which has
been often spent repeating infor-
mation recipients were given by
officers.

“I think it's renlly the right
thing to do,” Goss noted. “It's a
ood system, the court did a good
job putting it together. And it
will flow a lot casicr.”

A secondury beaefit of the sys-
tem is officers won't have to
worry about distributing fine
schedutes along with citations.
For the time being, they will
hand out slips of paper with the
new system's phone number

when they issue citations. But,
Walsh said the number eventu-
ally will be printed right on the
tickets,

“Police officers never felt com-
fortable doing that,” said Walsh,
nbout having to explain fine
schedules at the time they ticket
somebody.

1t’s something they won't have
to worry nbout any lenger.

The automated system is avail-
able 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. Call (248) 477-9619.

response fine schedule,

tion as fullows: .

By pressing numbers one through
nine on touch lone telephone key pads,
they can find out pertinent fine informa-

1. Violations in

violation.

6. License, regist
nnce violations,

nchool zones and at emergency scenes.
2, Accidents resuiting from a moving

3. Expressway speeding violations.
4. City street speeding violations.
5. Defective equipment violations.

Press a number, get your information

There are nine categories of violations
from which people can choose when call-
ing 47th District Court’s new uutomated

construction zones,

9. Other.

ration, plate or insur-
5630.

7. Parking viclations.
8, Alcohol-related violatinns,

For tickets involving mandatory court
appearances, or for those violations not
listed above, people must telephune the
eriminal traffic division at (248) 477-
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Zip-front hooded
parka with
sculpted faux
leopard pattern,
Medacrytic.
Made in the USA.
Brown. Sizes XS-L.
Reg. $220. now $165.
Coals.

Sizes M,
Reg.
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As!
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Now until Sunday,

outerwear

now $213.

Button-front faux fur swing
coat. From Young Gallery.
Acrytic. Made in the USA,
Assorted colors in girls® sizes

in girls' sizes S, M, L (7-14).
Reg. $88, now $66. Girls.

Fabulous savings on select coats
and jackets for the entire family:

* Wwomen's
° men's
e children’s

Two weeks only.
Shop now, while the
selection is best!

Wool coat wilh quilted satin
fining, double collar and wind
flap. By Newport Harbor.
imporied. Black or navy.

L XL
$284,

Men’s.

M, L (4-6X). Assorted prints

sorted colors also in Toddlers,
o5 2T-47T. Reg. S84, now $63.
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