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They're oif: Post time is 2 p.n.
day of live racing at the track at Middle
Michigan'’s only all-thoroughbred track.

at Ladbrohe Detroit Race Course. Today is the last
belt and Schoolcraft. Ladbroke is
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A chapter of history will end
toglny wh‘un the starting gates at

B The 194-acre site was
sold In March, for $30
milillon, to a group of

and Schaoll Road
open for the last time.

It's the final day of live racing
at Ladbroke Detroit Race
Course, whose mapugement says
it cannot compete with other
forms of gambling, particularly
the Windsor casino and the com-
ing Detroit casines,

Post time s 2 p.m.

The closing of Michigan's only
all-thoraughbred track leaves
sentimental regulars reminise-
ing, and employees, horse awn-
ers, trainers and jockeya looking
for other jobs and thoraughbred
venues.

“It's provided a lot of fun, a lot
of entertainment for me,” said
Murray Duffy of Garden City
after betting on a race Thursday
afternoon. Duffy, at DRC with a
neighbor, Tony Bentz, said he
haa been a regular at the track
for about 30 years.

“Some dnys you walk out with
n bundle and some days you
walk out scratching your
behind,” he said.

“We're going to miss it,” said
Glorir Picchocki. “We werce snd
to hear this,” vaid her husband,
Ernie. “We knew it wag comin,
and wanted to get in a final visit,
he ndded.

de p who plan a
commerclal and indus-’
trial complex, Millenni-
um Park.

said they have been coming to
the track for about 25 years.

The track’s founding propelled
whnt was then Livonin Town-
ship toward cityhood in 1950,
the same year it opened. Incor-
porating ns a eity let Livonia
benefit from track revenues
through the state. Ladbroke,
based in Great Britain, bought
the track in 1985,

The 194-ncre site was sold in
March, for $30 million, to a
group aof developers who plan a
commercial and industrial com-
plex, Millennium Park. Lad-
broke will be open through the
end of the year for aimulcasting
of races from tracks around the
country, but demolition of same
buildings is expected to begin
Inter this month.

The shutdown has Mike Cor-
bett of Livonia shuking his head.

“Even the small metro mar-
kets have a thoroughbred race-
track,” said Corbett, who along

Starting gates will open for last time at Ladbroke

with his wife, Phyllis, owns The
Tout, a track concession and an
information center for regular
horse players.

The Tout, based at Ladbroke
for five years, will move to
Northville Downs, o horness-rac-
ing track.

Corbett wonders why Lad-
broke couldn't make a go of it in
Livonin. “It's probably the most
vibrant corner in the whole
metro area,” he said.

Qther tracks in the state offer
mostly harness racinyg, which
involves standard-bred horses.
In thoroughbred racing, jockeys
ride the harses.

Plans are upder way for a
thoroughbred track in Muskegon
next year, and some horse own-
ery, trainers and jockeys are bet-
ting on that, said Ladbroke track
nnnouncer Sam McKee.

But Shirley Johnson Singh of
Detroit, who owns seven racing
thoroughbreds, said she nnd her
husband, Sher Singh, are mov-
ing to Kentucky to be near n
track there,

“It's heartbreanking,” Singh
said of Ludbroke's closing.

McKce, finishing his 10th sea-
son at Lodbroke, said it hay been
a place where people of all types
rub elbows and share their inter-
est in racing,

“You'll see stockbrokers down
there and CPAs nnd guys from
the line,” McKee said.

Offering Assisted Living
in a warm and intimate
home like setting!

We offer Assisted Llving through a carefully stractured and comprehensive progeam. Personalized
care and social activitics deslgned to stimulate cach veskdent to maximize their social, Intellecal
and physlcal capabllliies. By focusiag aur cfforts In small groups n aur residental seuting we are
able to accommodate Actlve/Alest, Memory Impaired, Frail/Recovering, and Alzhelmers residents.

« Staie Licensed  Medication Management  Nirse On Site acions Aparonent Style Stites
o Single Story Buildings « huontinescy Mantagement s Planned Activities
« On Site Physician Visits « Wander Secured/Barrier Free Available

PICK-UP A COMPLETE DINNER

Pleasc call today to set up a time for an informative tour
and visit with our friendly staff,

{ FOR 6 TO 8 PEOPLE FOR *125%,°

AUBURN HILLS FARMINGTON HILLS Turkey. Tradltlonal Stuffing, Butter Whipped Potatocs, Sweet Potatoes, Qravy,
3033 N. Squirrel Rd. 20750 Farminglon Cranberry Relish, Fresh Buitered Qreen Beans, Mixed Organle Qreens,
1-800-756-9199 1-800-998-0787 Rolls and Flat Bread, Pumpkin Ple & Applc Pic
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LIVONIA Pich-up Belween 8 ain & 3 pim
STERLING HEIGHTS
32406 W. 7 Mila Road
13400 Ningloon tila Road Restaurant Open 2 Gl
1-800-736-2325 1-800-926-2020 Thanksglving Day 28875 Franklin Rd,
P 2 pm to 10 pm & ), onthe corner of
WIXOM ¥ Serving our Dinner i 12 Mlle &
48578 Ponliac Trail Menu and Northwestern Highway
1-800-753-1046 ving Specials
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NEW Northville

L]
Area Location
Near 8 Mile Rd.
21061 Haggerty Rd.
Novi, Ml 48375
248-738-8180

"You can e;mail.us with sy comments regarding service o

t N
icks@mbimail.com or ¢all our toll freo nuniber at 1.888.737.8344.
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Buy'athletic shoes at Dick’s'and you’ll be helping kids, with every st
Hecause portions of shae sales go to SADD. It's another part of our “Ge
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