Hills veterans
renew kinship
over rescue

t was ‘aver in New Guinea that we
E had been sent after spending some
time on Goodenough [sland — we
being U.S. Army Company B 127,
32nd Division, Red Arrow.
When we disembarked off the coast
- nenr Pinchaven, we were taken up the
coast close to Buna or Aitape. We set-
tied in a camp that had been used
before. The tents were riddied with
bullet holes, but we patched them up
to make them livable.

We were there for a fow weeks wait-
ing to be assigned to different squnds
as replacements. The ones before us
had come over the Owen Stanley
Mountains and were pretty badly shot
up and wounded. Some also suffered
from mularin.

Qur group wns from Ft. McLellan,
Ala., and managed to stay togother.
Later, we would be divided and sent
to our scparate units. Morris Stern
and [ and a few of the others were
from Detroit.

Expedition turns dangerous
When we had some frec time, Mor-
ris and I would go down to the beach
and laok for the beautiful cat eye
stones. One day, I was knee deep in
water and Morris was watching me
from a ledge about 3 feet above. The
waves were around my knees as I
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Stars & Stripes gala honors those seniors who served

B The Costick Activities
Center was transformed
into n USO Canteen to
honor military veterans
who served with honor.

BY MARY RODRIQUE
STAFF \WWRITER
mrodrique@os.homecomm.net

Nearly 100 veterans of World War [1
and the Korean War stoad to be recog-
nized nt the second annual “Stars &
Stripes Forever” salute Friday at the
Costick Activities Center in Farming-
ton Hills.

The center was transformed into a
USO Canteen, complete with live Big
Band musie, American flags and ban-
pers, balloon and flower centerpicees
and an extensive poster display of
World War II battles. The event was
co-aponsored by the senior center and
American House retirement residence
of Farmington Hills.

Laoking at the posters, Arnold J.
Weingart, 78, of Livonia was transport-
ed back to another cra,

Weingart, a former U.S. Marine whe
served from 1942-46, recalled in vivid
detail various aspects of his tour of
duty.

*I drove an amphibious truck, trans-
porting amme, food and medical sup-
plies,” he said, “We'd also bring the
wonnded back to the hespital ship. I
was mostly in Guam and Okinawa.”

Weingart recalled how the Japanese
would shoot the amphibious vehicles
out of the water.

“If the pumps don't work, you're
dead.”

Livonin residents Ken Bussler and
his wife, Dolores, nlso enjoyed the dis-
play of posters from the National
Archives, :

“I was in the Navy in 1945-16, on an
aireraflt carrier,” Ken said.

Look at that
The poster collection was courlesy of
active local World War I Navy veteran
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they gave me a lot, Some I received: as
gifts and others I purchused from the
National Archives.” o

The display was mounted on n stary
and stripes background by senior activ-
itics program dircctor Nora Dolan, who
dreamed up the idea for the grand
seale Veterans Day salute last yeor, It
has new become an official annunl
event.

Mayors of Farmington Hills and
Farmington, Aldo Vagnozzi and Maury
Bush respectively, addressed the
crowd. Some 325 tickets were sold.

“After lust year's program 1 heard
from many veterans that this program
was the first time they were thanked
for their role in World War 117 said
Vagnozzi, who served as an interprotée
during the war, “All of our veterins
deserve our undying gratitude.” Y

Mayor Mary Bush cncournged every:
one present to “give a veteran a by
today.” S

Sgt. Mike Cannon, commander of the
American Legion U.S. Air Force ROTC
program at Churchill High School, pre-
sented a color guard of four cadets to
carry the U.S. and Air Force flags and
lead the “Pledge of Allegiance.” Cannon
said that the average age of the veter-
an who gave his life in battle for his
country was 19 yenrs old.

May Arvo, active in the Farmington
Musicale, sang “God Bless America.”

John and Ann Whitworth of Farm-
ington Hills enjoyed the Stars and
Stripes program last year so much that
they brought along friends Bob and
Betty Andersen of Garden City this
time,

John, o native of England, served in
the Royal Air Force as a gunner on B-
24s from 1943-46. Ann, a native of
Edinburgh, Scotland, was drafted into

Jack Curd.

“] started my personal collection for
the 50th anniversary commemoration
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Dancers: Betty Weingarden and Leroy Papineau enjoy the gala.

of World War 11," Curd said.

“The Defense Departiment sent some
of them. I went to Washington and

the British Women's Army and served
1942-46.

“I was a plotter plotting ¢nemy nir-
craft from eccupied France using radar,
which was brand new then and highly
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Chateau

No where else will you find a holiday shopping adventure more exciting with 18 shops on 21 acres and the
magunificent King’s Court Castle Restaurant and bunquet focility serving food fit for a king!
Chateau de Noel offers the ultimate holiday shopping expericnce! There are

Thousands of unique, guality ormaments
in hundreds of styles to choose from,

74,000 dilferent items including t!
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Olde World Canterbury Village and Always Christmas
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de

of or

Noel

in hundreds of styles,

original designs and finc collectibles including Lladro, Department 56, Enesco,
Steinbach Nuterackers, Cherished Teddies, Fontunini and more! Chateau de Noel
also carries one of the larpest selections of artificial trees, wreaths und gorland,

Open 361 Days a Year

\ Michigan’s Premiere H
The animation will enchant you! The selection will amaze you!

Experience the bygone era of the fabulo
You'll find it all, from holiday decorating to gift giving!

Extra wide aisles with 26 check-outs make
shopping at Atways Christmas a breeze!

Claced Easter Sanday, Thanksgiviog, Christmas and Kew Year's Days
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Visit Bob Cratchet, Tiny Tim and theis
susprise guest in their life-like sewing?

Olde Warld A

[Tt ] N Just minutes

ofl of 1.75,

Exit #83,3

miles north,
slyn Rd.
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Atways Christmas and Olde ‘World Canterbury Villezi

2369 Joslyn Court, Lake Qrion, Michigan 48360
(248)391-5700 or (800)442-XMAS
www.canterburyvillage.com

dquarters

us Downtown Christmas Displays!

Life-Yike snimation throughout Chateaw
De Noel enchant all who visit!




