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Harassment curriculum eyed for eleme

By TIM 8a0Ti
BTAFF WIWITER
{sn{ith@oc.homecamm.nets

A naw health surriculum pro-
gram considered by the Farm-
ington Board of Education
atrives to holp clementary school
studenis set an curly foundation
absut physically and verbally
respecting their classmates.

“Respecting Myself and Oth-
ers;” the proposed sexual harass-
ment prevention program, would
provide for a “developmentally
appropriate sequence of experi-
endes,” including what does or
docs not constitute “appropriate

touch,” for examplo. The pro-
gram could be approved by

changes to the state’s school code
in the area of sexual harassment

achool board bers at Tucs-
day’s 7:30 p.m. meeting, slated
for the Lewis Schulman Admin-
istrative Center on Shinwnssee
Road.

Prescnting the program during
Iast week's school board meeting
were district health coordinator
Kathy McElroy, who helped
spearhead the program’s devel-
opment, and elementary princi-
pals Lasenin Jones and William
Smith.

The committee waos formed
three years ngo, in response to
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P , which requires train-
ing for students and stafl.

According to McElroy, the pro-
gram teaches about sexual
haraggsment prevention — in age-
approprinte lessons — ta children
from the beginning of their
school carcers. Many “personal
safety™ and related lessons are
reiterated throughout elemen-
tary school so that children arc
knowledgeable and aware about
auch problems when they reach
midd!e school,

Many of those skills and con-
cepts alrendy are being taught to
students, through the district
health curriculum. The new pro-
gram would build on that frame-
work, district officials said.

In “Reapecting Myself and
Others,” cxplained McElroy to
the board, “Some skills are
repeated over and over at many
grade lovels, so that hopefully,
they'll be nble to botter handle
the pressures of ndolescence.”

Jones snid that at the elemen-
tary school level sexunt harass-
ment is rare. “But behaviors and
attitudes are there, such as teas-
ing and name calling.”

‘fhat's why “it's a good start”
to teach children the do's, don’ts
and what-to-look-fors as carly in
life as possible, Jones empha-
sized.

In a breakdown of grade-by-
grade lessons, McElroy said
kindergartners and first graders
‘might learn to identify similari-
ties and djfferences, how to

apprecinto uniqueness. Curricu-
lum also delves into waying “no”
to strangers and the “goed touch,
bad touch” scenario.
Fourth-graders might start
discussing issues such as respon-
sibility, sclf-control, “mare talk
about feelinga and tho art of
communication,” McElroy con-

tinued,

In the fifth grade, students
would work on issucs such as
dealing with bullics, conflict res-
olution, peer prossure and
refusal skills, avoiding violence
and building positive relation-
ships.

McElroy said teachers would
recoive necessary training,
including interaction with police,
to teach the now lessons,

Schoal board membera sound-

ntary

ed somewhat optimistic nbout
the program, but want parcents
to be kept informed and updated
about it,

Board Secretary Linda Enberg
snid she liked the “positive
approach of identifying what is
positive touch, like a pat on the
back.”

Meanwhile, trustee Gary
Sharp stressed tho need for par-
ents to “sign off” on the curricu-
lum; should it be approved by
the board.

“It's a shame to scc that, in
what we think is an enlightencd
socicty, we're fuced with these
types of concerns,” said Sharp,
who is the father of two clemen-
tary school children. “... We need
to make sure they {parents) have
seen this.”
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Featuring:
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Basketball season for grades two-five runs

from Dec. 6 through Feb. 6. Players will be

allowed equal play time throughout the sea-
son and lenrn the importance of fair play.
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motion and flexibility with very low cardio-
vascular activity. Classes are available Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridnys in 88 degree
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will be played at various elementary schools
in the Farmington area.
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