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Harrison buries Hartland in 2nd half, 42-14

BY DAN O'MEARA
BTA¥Y WIUTER
h t

2 FCOTBALL

When u footboll team has an
offense like Farmington Horri-
son docs, a close gnme can quick-
ly turn into a rout.

Hartland learned that Satur-
doy, ntnying in the game for
nearly 2% quarters before the
Hawks buried the visiting
Eagles, 42-14,

“It was a.tough game ond we
had to fight back,” Harrison
coach John Herrington said. “In
the playoffs, it's going to be
tough every game. The score is
not. md)cntlvv of how tough the
game waos.”

The victory sends Harrison
(10-0) into regional finals for the
156th time. The Hawks will play
host to Denrborn (8-1) in the
championship game Saturday.

Harrison had to overcome an
enrly deficit to lead 14-7 at half-
time, but Hartland (7-3) forged a
tie score at the start of the third
quarter,

That'n when senior Ricky
Bryant made three big plays to
get the Harrison offense rolling.
The Hawks scored the last 28
points to win going away.

“We were an the edge of turn-
ing the game around, but we
needed a break to go our way,”
Hartland coach Tab Kellepourey
said, “But they stepped up ogain;
kids like Ricky Bryant stepped
up, and they took it over.”

After the Eagles took the sece
ond-half kickoff 55 yards for the
tying touchdown, 14-14, Bryant
returned the ensuing kick 82
yards to the Hartland 9,

Senior fallback Matt Turney
banged over from the 1 on fourth
down, and senior Joe Ghannam's
third of gix extra points gave
Harrison n 21-14 lead.

On the next Harrison posses.
sion, Bryant caught a 48-yard
touchdown pass from senior
Dave Pesci and doubled the Har-

o

rison advantage.

Bryant started his route by
going inside, circled outside and
up the leRt sideline and was wide
open when Pesci delivered the
bail,

It was Bryant’s 31st carcer TD
reception, breaking the Michigan
high school record, which he hed
shared with Jamie Mazurek,
who played ot Maple City-Glen
Lake.

Hurtlnnd threatened again,
however. Quarterback lan Begin
was stopped at the line but
pitched to Tim Kellepourey, who
carried 39 yards to the Harrison
7. But the Hawks made a gonl-
line stand and stopped Begin on
fourth down from the 1.

“We knew if we set it up, it
would be big momentum chang-
er,” senior linebacker Mike Hoad
said, “Couch (Bob Sutter) gave
us that play all week and we just
keyed to it. That's their big play
on the goal line.”

On second down from the 5,
Pesci passed to Bryant, who

Catholic Central rallies

BY STEVE KOWALSKI
STAFF WIITER
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FCOTBALL

The defining moment in Satur-
day night's Class AA football
regional semifinal hetween
Detroit Cathelic Central and
Dearbern Fordson came with the
score tied 6-6 and 10:45 remain.
ing.
The scoreboard clock docsn't
move after touchdowns but who-
ever had on a wristwatch knows
it took more than five minutes
for Ferdeon to kick the extrn
point after n four-yard touch-
down run by senior taitback Ren-
dell Winston tied the score,

CC was assessed two offsides
penalties and Fordson enc for
illegal procedure before the Trac-
tors’ placekicker Kassem Anani
finally put one through the
uprighta for a 7-6 lead.

Watching how fierce both
teams battled for the extra point,
so often taken for granted,
showed the game at Pontinc’s
Wisner Stadium, which ended in
a 12-7 win for CC, was more like
awar,

“The extra point meant the dif-
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ference between winning or los-
ing at that point and we wanted
to block it, they wanted to kick
it,” CC canch Tom Mach snid.

For the second-straight week,
CC needed o touchdown late in
the fourth quarter to rally for
victory.

Steve Ivy's 46.yard yard punt
return, following the blocks of
Justin Cessante and Eric
Tessier, gave the Shamrocks
[ ion at Fordson's 38 wilh
3:30 remaining.

Following a one-yard vun by
Kyle Entaminger, CC quarter-
back Dave Lusky found Matt
Loridas open in the sccondary
for n 30-yard gain to the 7.

On first down, Entsminger
took a pitch and followed the
block of Kava into the end zone
for a 12-7 Jead with 2:19 lef. A
two-point conversion pass was
intercepted.

Fordson had a final chunce but
a fourth down and cight pass
from its 42 was knocked down by
CC linebacker Casey Rogwoski.

REIl GIFT

“My heart right now is pound-
ing, Iast wecek it was pounding,”
Mach said, referring to the
Shamrocks’ 22-15 comeback win
over Orchord Lake St. Mary's in
the Catholic League champi-
onship game. “This team will not
quit. Two weeks in o row our
backs were to the wall and we
put ourselves in position to win.
Dearborn Fordson deserves a lot
of eredit, playing a great game.
We expected that, It's never an
ensy game with Fordson.”

Ivy and Tessier were wearing
Superman shirts under their
pads and Ivy didn't care if hiy
Jong punt return was the only
play that merited him wearing it
on this night.
hit the first guy and
Justin knocked two guys and 1
was just gone,” Ivy said. *I just
have to catch the ball and try to
get to the wall {of blockers).”

Fordson posted five shutouts
during the regular season and
CC quickly learned why, manag-
ing only 76 yards in the first
helf.

A 56-yard touchdown pass
from Lusky to tight end Nick
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made a spectacular, diving cateh
for a 34-yard reception to get
Hurrison out of the hole.

After same nice runs by senior
fullback Blake Ashley and junior
tailback Kevin Woods, Pesci
eapped another scoring drive
with a 4-yard run with 6:2%¢ left
in the game.

“Right after we stopped theimn,
Pesci told us ‘We're going to have
a 99-yard drive' and sure
cenough,” senior guard Brett Fos-
ter said. “On the goal line, we
knew we couldn't let them score.
We knew we needed at least a
two-touchdown lead.”

Senior tailback Corey Davis
scored the last Harrison touch-
down on o 1-yard run ~- one play
after he ran 32 yards and barely
missed breaking the plane.

Hartland stunned Harrison
early, intercepting Pesci and
driving 41 yards in cight plays
for a 7-0 lend on Begin's 21-yard
keeper around right end.

Then, Hartland blocked a punt
and recovered at the Harrison

15, but the Hawks dug in defen-
sively and Scott Greene's 37-
yard fietd-gonl attempt was
wide,

“We knew, from 2 defensive
standpoint, early on v have
some problems, because it's hord
to mimic their offensive speed in
practice,” Sutter said. “We didn't
anticipate it would be n touch-
down prublem.”

“We came out a little flat but
as the game went on we got it
together,” Hoad snid. “We had to
wuck it up and get the jub done.

“Idon’t know if it was jitters or
what. We did the same thing last
year and came back strong, and |
uxpecu-d us to do the same
today.”

The Hawks marched 80 yards
to even the score, 7-7, wit!
senior tailback Matt Keed's 6-
yard run on the first play of the
second quarter.

Harrison scored the next time
it had the ball, too. A 43-yard
run by Woods helped set up
Pesci’s 13-yard T pass 1o Hoad,

who was wide open on the left
side,

“Actually, I was supposed tu
vun a buckside post to the right,”
Hoad snid. “I saw Dave get pres-
sured and roll to his left, and 1
just went where he was going.”

Harrison had 211 yards rush-
ing and pnasmg for o 422-204
advantuge in total yardage.
Pesci was 10-0f-13 passing for
199 yards, and Brynnt eaught
Bix passes for 128 yards. Woods
rubhcd for 90 yards on six car-
es; Reed had 54 on 11,

Begin rushed 22 times for 656
mdn Kellepourey five for 53
und fullback Nick Perkins 13 for
42. Begin completed two of five
passes for 26 yards.

“Harrison bringa you in and
puts you in o hallway with all
their state championship
medals, and the kids were a lit-
tle awed at first,” Kellepourcy
said, “Far us to compete today,
we had 1o have the ball for 10-
and 12-play drives, and we didn't
get a chance to do that.”

again to defeat Fordson

Brzezinski in the first haolf was
token away-duce to an illegal
man down ficld. Fordson missed
a 38.yard field goal attempt and
also had a pass on fourth down
from CC's 31 batted away at the
1in the first half.

There was no secret to the
Tractors' offense 0s Winston had
30 of their 35 carrivs for 100
yards.

Kava led the Shamrocks with
94 yards in 21 carries and
Entsminger, who hobbled off the
field nfterward with a knee
injury, had 46 yards in 14
attempts.

Lusky was sacked twice and
completed four of nine passes for
91 yards with two interceptions.
He hardly came off the field as
he also played in the CC sec-
andnry and handled the punting
and most of the placekicking.

“I'll tell you, they're probably
the hardest hitting team we
faced all year,” snid Rogowski,
“They hit and play hard.”

The Shamrocks threatenced to
brenk the scorelesy tic late in the
third quarter but a fumble ot the
Fordson twoe was recovered by
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the Tractors, ending a drive that
started at CC's 39,

The Shatrock regained pos-
session, however, with an inter-
ception by Lusky, who returned
the ball to the Fordson 3

Kava scored on the nuxt play
but a two-point conversion pass
after a bad snap was no good,
teaving the lead at 6-0 with
11:48 left.

Fordson’s Moussu Ilamka
returned the ensuing kickofT to
the CC 7 and a face mask penal-
ty on the Shamrocks put the ball
at the 3. Two plays Iater, Win-
ston scored on a sweep, Lying the
score at §-6.

A 45-yard pass from Lusky to

Brzezinski gave the Shamrocks
their first chanee to regain the
lend, but the drive stalled and
Lusky's 30-yard field goal was
wide left with 7:39 eft.

CC finished with 259 total
yards to the Tractors’ 131.

“I can’t compare that effort to
anybody, the whole scason,”
Fordson coach Jeff Stergalis
said. "We just weren't strong
cnough, People loak at Rogowski
and Brzezinski but the outstand-
ing thing that makes CC so good
is their front three (Lou
Willoughby, Jon Abshire and
Jeremiah Hicks) are incredible,
People don't realize it but that T-
T (tackle to tackle) is awesome.”
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