Sunday
November 15, 1998

Meet: The Farmington
City-Council will meet at
8 p.m. in chambers in city
hall, 23600 Liberty.

Agenda: The Farmington
Board of Education will
meet at 7:30 p.m. at the
Lewis Schulman Admin-
istrative Center, 32500
Shiawassee.

WEDNESDAY,

Neighbotly confab: Farm-
ingtori Hills City Council
will have a community
meeting for residents in
the northeast quadrant at
7 p.m. in Fire Station No.
2 at 28225 Middlebelt.

Planning: The Farming-
ton Hills Planning Com-
mission will meet for its
scheduled public hear-
ings at 7:30 p.m. at city
hall, 31555 11 Mile,
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Police bust
prostitution
operations

. BY LaRRy O'CONNOR
loconner@oe.homocomm.not

The premise

I EARINGTO!

ing proposals by
a bps to Lansing.
BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFY WRITER

loconnor@oe.homecomm.net

They don't like the revenue sharing proposals float-

ing around Lansing. So the mayora of sot

shared n bus ride to the state Capitol to complain to

their lawmakers.
The ironic part of the discord is under

plans, suburban cities that are utill growing like

Farmington Hilla would see more money.
Cities, townsghips and villages reccive
state sales tax revenue on a per capita

municipalities sce additional money from the

N Did you know...

& Theeo are nearly 1,000 species of bats
worldwide, 70 percent which feed on
insects.

@ A singto bat can consume up to 600
mosquitoes In on hour, up Lo 3,000 In
one night.

M n the troplcs, fruit-cating bats polll-
nato ptants such as bananas, balsa
wood, ogavo and tore,

W Yots zre fying mammals that resem-
ble humans more than sodonts; thay have
a shoulder, eibow, wrist, four fingers and
B thumb.

@ Disturbance of roost sites becousa of

is a v \!
crime doesn’t ait well with the Farmington
Hilla police chief. g

Bill Dwyer points to the arrest of a 17-
year-old Detroit girl Thursday night as the
renson why. Police took the teen into cus-
tody after she was working for an illegal
eacort service out of a Hills hotel.

olice beliove the girl is part of a series of

operations in which teons and runaways
from Detroit and Flint are usced as prosti-
tutes.

B FARMINGTON HILLS

“We found these places are using teennge
girls and offering them jobs as escorts and
then turning them into prostitutes,” Dwyer
said. “We find these girls are the victims.”

The police chicf cites tho brutal murder
of Tina Biggar in 1986, The Farmington
Hills resident and Oakland University atu-
dent was killed after she became entangled
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and 0 the
groatest throats 10 the world’s bats.
W Hundreda of cotton-ball-sized bats can
ros'sa In wooden bt houses put up in
back yards, for example. But *You're not
motoe fikaly to meet a bat If you have a
ba housa In your back yard than If you
don't,* assured Lorl Bussa, of The Orgo-
nization For Bat Conservetlon.
M By Jolning The Organlzation For Bot
Conseevation, located In Villiamston,
M)., various bat-saving ecologleal
research ond conservation projocts con
be funded,

Serving Farmington an

geouptarpantslinReruA3:

See related story, Page A6

hopping tive tux cffort.

the city of Detroit and

would suffer, Detroit alone would lose $80 million a
year under the proposed plan.
“So goes Detroit, ko goes this whole area,” said

uth Onkland  Farmington Mayor Mury

the preposed
rup Vitlage's Frank Broc!

ing the plan at a joint press conference Thursday.
After the gathering in Farmington Hills City Hall,

money from
basis. Thoae

statewide tax according to a formula based on rela-

Billa in the state Senate and House would change
existing revenue sharing formulns,
In the case of Senate Bill No. 1181, officials said

like to hear that, but it's true.”
Bush joined Hilla Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi as well as
Southficld’s Don Fracassi, Troy's Jennne Stine, Lath-

urban areas like Pontinc

Bush, “I know people don’t

k Jr. and others in protest-

Endangere-dm(-:_r"e“atures

How tiny: Bats native to Michigan, as shown above, are palm-sized insectivores.

GOING TO BAT

for BATS

This story marks another install-
ment of Today's Lesson, an occasion-
al geries that chronicles classrcom
activities in Farmington Public
Schools.

By TIM SMITH
BTAFP WRITER

tsmith@oc.homecomm.net
he slide shown to sixth-graders
Tin Warner Middle School’s
media center revealed bats in
the nasty, snarling monner usually
portrayed on film, TV and in print.

Hold the Batphone, said Lori
Busaa of The Organization for Bat
Conscrvation, during her recent
visit to the Farmington district
school.

“There are these myths,” Bussa
s0id. “One of them ia that bats will
attack you and get in your hair. ...
But bats are scared of us. They try *
to stay awny from us. They're shy
and timid, just like a rabbit.”

And the flying mnmmal~ don't use
hairdos as landing strips, cither,

Bussa portrayed the lesser-known

Counterfeit:

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BYAYY WRITER
loconnor@os,homecomm.net

Greenbacks, 10 spota and sawbucks
... As numeroua cuphemisms are for
monoy, counterfeitera are becoming
even more creative and savvy in dupli-
cating currency.

Funny money and bogus bills are
turning up in cash rogisters at an
alarming rate. In the Detroit arcn
alone, $1,600-1,700 in counterfeit

L 1

Learning how to s

money is passed weekly.

U.S. Treasury Department is circu-
lating redesigned $100, $50 and $20
bills to thwart countetfeiters, Within a
week of introdacing the new $100 bills,
though, phony Franklina were already
being produced, U.S, Seccret Service
ngents raid.

People who deal in financial transac-
tions — whether at a bank, store or
vending machines ~ attended a remi-
nar on how to spot holiday fraud and

Please sco REVENUE, AG

STAIT PHOTOA BY BILL Hnrstes

Shy: Lori Bussa of The
Organization for Bat Conser-
vation displays a bat’s wing.

side of bats, that they actually are
harmless — though ~ endangered
creatures that help human beings by
enting 60D mosquitoes in an hour.

Because 40 percent of the bat pop-
ulation is in danger, “If we don't do
anything about it, we'll have half
the bats,” Bussa said. “That means
twice as mony ingects.”

Helping her to moke such myth.
brenking points were three injured
—

Pleasc sco BATS, Ad

counterfeit money Wednesday. Farm-
ington Hills and West Bloomfield palice
crime prevention departments spon-
sored the session ot Hills city hall.

“I work in n bank and I thought my
job would be ensier when the new bills
came out,” said a woman who attended
the crime prevention seminar, *I guess
not.”

A keen eye for detail is the key for
stopping fake bills from being passed,
anid Dale Pupillo of the FBL

«

ayors go to Lansing to make a case

The mayors of south Oak-
land County voiced their
opinions of revenue shar-
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Bound for Glory: Farmington Hills Mayor
Aldo Vagnozzi joins Farmington Mayor
Mary Bush and Novi Mayor Kathleen
McLallen (far right) on a bus for Lansing.

Phoenix
pulls out

BY LARRY O°CONNOR
STAFF WRITER
loconnor@oehomecomm.nct

When Farmington Hills city planners
open bids to develop the 92.acre Eleven
Pines property, Phoenix Land Develop-
ment won't be among them.

- ELEVEN PINES

Steve Schafer is pulling out of consid-

* eration amid controversy caused by for-

mer Hills Councilman Terry Sever’s
involvement in the proposal.

The city of Farmington Hills sought
proposals for developing the land on
Halsted ond 11 Mile that will include
the exponsion of Sun Murino Gulf
Course. Bids will be opened. Tuesday.

TPhoenix Land Development hired
Sever as n consultant and paid him
while he was still on the city council.

While Sever didn't violate any laws,
at least two colleagues — Vicki Barnett
and Aldo Vagnozzi — are reportedly
upset by Sever's involvement with the

Plense see PROENIX, A5

He follows
his father’s
footsteps

BY PAT MURPHY
STAFF WRITER
pmurphy@oc.homecomm.net

When Toby Tobin graduated from
the Wayne Police Academy Fridoy, the
joyous occasion had a touch of melan-
choly.

The 22-year-old West Bloomficld res-
ident wrapped up 156 weeks of intense
training, and is on the way to realizing
a dream — being a certified officer with
the Farmington Hills Police Depart-
ment. N

But Nov. 13 marked another impor-
tant date in his young life. It was the
fifth anniversary of the tragic death of
his father, Southfield Public Safety
Director Jerry Tobin.

“I think my dad would have
approved,” Toby Tobin snid as he and
A7 clossmates finished their final full
week of training at Schooleraft College.

Tobin and Brian R. Moore represent-
ed Farmington Hills police, while some
of their classmates had alrendy been
hired at police departments in Adrian,
Roseville, Highland Park, River Rouge
and other communities. Most of the
clasg, however, were students complet-
ing their nssociate's degree from
Schooleraft and heping to land a job.

“We take 15 wecka out of their lives,”

Plenasc sce FOOTBTEPS, A7

pot funny money

Larger photos on new bills are not to
glorify founding fathers and former
preaidents. Instead, they allow for
more fine line detail that makes it
impossible for counterfeiters to repro-
duce.

Far instance, on the Franklin $100
there is microprinting on the inventor'’s
cont lapel.

Other fentures make nuthentic bills
atand out. New notes huve color-shift-

Please seo COUNTERFEIT, A8,




