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painterly technique and inter-
pretive skilla,

Critics have noted that he is at
the center of an attempt to stake
out an acsthetic that ia an alter-
natjve to China’s “official” art.

To look deeper

In subject-matter and emotive
power, Lui Liu's paintings and
sculptures present a masterful
technician whose layered wark
contains n raw ecroticism, subtle
sensuality and sheer composi-
tional deftness.

True to Lui Liu's Eastern nes-
thetic influences, each line,
stroko and gesture are inextrica-
bly related.  *

The work at Galerie Blu
includes Lui Liu's “Realism
Series.” The exhibit also includes
a fow paintings from his psycho-
logical portrait and paradoxical
series.

In the stnid and somewhat
predictable local gallery scene,
Lui Liu’s starkly sexunl depic-
tiona will likely challenge audi-
ences who've seen their share of
abstract paintings and land-
scapes.

And some of Lui Liu's work
will probably offend those who
believe nudity and sexual gea-
tures belong in private settings.
(Granted, there is a “soft slenze,”
and a “naked shock” to some of
the poses.)

But regardless of taste, what
is undisputed is Lui Liu's bril-
liant technique and expressive
range that critics have compared
to Surrealists Rene Magritte and
Salvador Dali.

And his work alse shows
unmistakable influences of west-
ern-painters from Holbein to
Caravaggio to Courbet.

In particular, Lui Liu's realis-
tic painti b b d

ful tone, often quoting western
hil 1

women with famous faces (Mari-
1yn Monroe, Princess Diana,
Jackie Kennedy Onasis and
Mona Lisa) is a modern-day
mythical interpretation of
Theodore Goricault’s famous
“The Raft of Medusa,” cirea,

819.

“It's not safo art, it has aggres-
sive subject-matter,” said David
Popa, owner of Galerie Blu. “I
want peaple to be challenged by
Lui's work.”

After the strong reaction — pos-
jtive and negative - to Lui Liv'a
work in a group show held two
months ago at the gallery, Popn
suid he was compelled to exhibit
a broader selection of paintings
ond aculptures.

Ironically, for the last three
years, Galerie Blu has shown
primarily the work of pop artists,
such ns Romero Britto, known
for his Absolut Vodka print ads,
and papier-miché figurative
sculptor Steven Hanson. Neither
arc considered cutting-edge, nor
provocative artists.

But Popa thought it was time
to take a risk.

“The technical ability (in Lui
Liu's art) forces you to accept the
work, and to look deeper,” snid
Popa, who calls the current
exhibit the best ever at his
gallery.

A conduit for culture

Part philosopher intent to
bridge differences between East
and West, part social critic
focused on overturning meaning-
tess traditigns, Lui Liu is sur-
prisingly nonconfrontational and
unagsuming.

He speaks in a quict, thought-
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T Ludwig Wittgen-
stein’s notions of truth and lan-
gunge.

Long after his work has been
completed and haa been hung on
the walls at Galeric Blu, Lui Liu
takes n breok from being inter-
viewed to study the imagery in
the paintings as if he were an

- objective viewer wondering
about the source of the work.

The power of Lui Liu's work,
however, cannot be distilled to
any particular tradition, “I don't
try to be ancient or modern,” he
said,

On the contrary, Lui Liu con-
tends that artists are mere con-
duits for culture.

“You can't say you're an artist
and you're different from oth-
ers,” he said. “I just want to
accept what comes to my mind, I
don’t feel I huve to understand
as long as the mystery is there.”
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noting images.

With these dynamic visual
stimulants, Murphy creates illu-
sions of images moving to their
own speed in a timeless void, as
if he has dipped into the collec-
tive unconsciousness and come
up with his own 3D impression
of a familiar, but unseen renlity.

When Murphy focuses on sim-
ply presenting a chair, micro-
phone, birds, a tiger, or a rhino,
however, his photo-to-painting
procesy, rather than the painting
becomes the focal point.

And invariably, it seems that
the process of making art should
never getting in the way of the
art itself.

that site, Pnint Creek had to
stoy put.

For now, Paint Creck faces the
proverbial chicken-and-cgg prob-
lem: What comes first, finding a
new and larger space for the art
center, or a capital campaign to
support such a move?

How and when Blatté con-
fronts this challenge will likely
shape the 21st-century course of
Paint Creck.

Moving on
In many ways, Blatté offers

the qualities much in need at
today’s nonprofit arts organiza-

tions. She exudes a passion for.

urts education, working with
artista, and has a real-world idea
of how to get things done.

And, with 10 years experience
aw a broadeast journalist and
news anchor in Fort Wayne,
Ind., and Little Rock, Ark., Blat-
té understands that a positive
public perception for Paint Creek
might be the difference between
success and meroe mundane exis-
tence.

In the carly 1990a, shortly
after returning to Rochester
from Little Rock to raise her
family, Blatté began to work on
her master’s degree in public

administration at Onkiand Uni-

* versity.

“ alwaya knew I woulda't be a
reparter for the long term,” she
aaid. “I didn't like living from
contract to contract, the long
hours and the endless dend-
lines.”

Blatté reealled an epiphany to
“move on” during an assignment
that required her to stand in the
pouring rain outside a bank in
Little Rock waiting to report on
the fate of the hostages inside.

The role of stay-nt-home mom
back in Rochester, however,
slowly diminished aa Blatté went
from a volunteer to director of
development ot Pnint Creok.
Today, she characterizes time
devoted to her job as “40 plus®

hours.

But Blatté ia hardly complain-
ing.
“When I went back to school, I
set a goal of one day being direc-
tor of a .nonprofit,” ahe said.
“(Paint Creck) was a natural fit.”

Yot the experience of fund
raising and secking grants may
not have prepared Blatté for one
of her most immediate chal-
lenges —~ convincing corporate
donors and the city of Rochester
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to provide additional funding
and assistance.

With 'about 45 percent of Paint
Creek's annual revenue coming
from Art & Apples, Blatté
acknowledged that the urt center
has to seck bronder ways to raise
funds. The balance of Paint
Creck’s revenue comes from
classos, special evonts and

grants.

Particularly, Blatté expeets to
seek a stronger partnership with
cities and townships throughout
the region. In the near future,
she planned to mect with'Janet
Torno, exccutive director of
Birmingham Bloomficld Art
Center.

Two topics will likely be on
Blatté’s agenda: How the city of
Birmingham was convinced to
charge the BBAC only $1 a yeor
for use of the public praperty
where the art center is located;
and, how the BBAC raised mil-
lions of dollars to finance its vast
expansion last year.

Far the time being, however,
Blatté acknowledged that her
mission might be more bagic.

“We have to function for the
Rochester community,” she said.
“That means getting the word
out that we're here”

her with him as he travels ncross
state secking help from Michi-
gan Militia members. Mean-
while, Cully's father and agents
from two different law enforce-
ment groups are in pursuit.

“It started as a kind of funny
country-western mystery, and
then I don’t know how it
changed, but I think if was the
Arly charactér sort of came out
of the murk,” Mechan snid.

Mechan tells the story through
the eyes of several characters,

none actually taking center
stage. It's an unusual approach,
but unlike many mystery writers
who concentrate on the plot,
Mechan gives detailed lifo histo-
ries and interesting quirks to all
of his characters.

“One critic eaid I couldn't scem
to got rid of my characters, I love
them too much,” Mechan said.
*“The firat two novels were in the
first person about a detective
minister. But I was reading
Larry McMurtry's ‘Moving On’

and T liked the way he wove
her this wonderful cast of
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characters. In this book, I guess,
the bridge ia the main charac-
ter”

Mechan gives o vivid portrait
of the Michigan militia move-
ment including a visit to a
church dedicated to militia
ideas.

“[ liked the iden of climbing
into the heads of each character
and giving each one his own lan-
guage and fecl,” Mechan said.

Mecehan said he doesn’t have a
thorough background on the
militia movement ather than
through conversations with a
policgman,

“He viewed them as bumbling,
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more wind than fire,” Mechan
said.

The characters in “Blood on

-the Bridge” fit that definition.
They argue among themaelves
and turn on each other. Mechan
said he believes some militin
moembers make valid criticisms,
He snid the most evil character
in the book is probably the liber-
al governar rather than the mili-
tin types or the mentally dis-
turbed Arly.

In the book the governor has
been elected after defeating John
Engler. This situation allows
Meehan to take some digs at
Engler's conservative policies
and at the libeeal alternative.

“If I had written the book
later, I might have made him
more like (Geuffrey) Fieger. He's
someone pushing his own agen-
dn,” Mechan said.

Mechan is interested in doing
another book featuring the
reporter Cully and a Native
American ranger, Softshoe, who
figurcs prominently in the story.
He is currently at work on
another boak about the minister-
detective of his first two books.
This story will be primarily set
in Detroit’s Mexican Village.
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