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Artistic flair

 New eatery brushes up on Van Gogh

Bl LARRY O'CONNOR
logonnor@ochomecamm.net

Vincent VanGogh was a trou-
bléd. genius whose mero brush
sttokes made colors burst with
lifeZ:

Asoon-to-be opened Farming-
tofx:Hills eatery pays more than
faint praise to the famous Dutch

P r.

V¥anGogh Restaurant is tenta-
tively set to open Nov. 23 at the
foirder Dennison's location in the
Orchard 12 Plaza. .

Patterned after the highly pop-
ular Mongolian style eateries ~
where potrons select their meats
and'vegetables and then watch
them cocked on an open gritl -
this place does the deed with
artistic flair.

“You're the chef du jour,” said
Bill Gitre, Van Gogh part owner.
“You're the crentor of the meal”

Instead of the usual plastic
trdys, customers will carry paint
palettes, secking the primary
colors — the meats — and the
highlighta — the sauces — while

the grill becomes their canvas,

Meats will include beef, poul-
try and fish whilo there aro 28-
30 varietics of vegetables.

A multitude of sauces go from
standard soy and Worcester to
exotic housa blends, which will
enable patrons to script their
meal from Asian, Europcan to
Tex Mex. Lunch is expected to
run $7-$9 while dinner is oll you
can cat at $12.99.

Gitre and his partners, Duane
and Thomas Gmerek, own Roo-
sevelt’s in the same center on
Orchard Lake and 12 Mile. Like
their bar and r which

extensively,” Gitre said, “He was
a very fluid painter and very fun
and colorful,

“We thought it would be a
grent match, not only with the
cancept, but with the design of
the place.”™

Patrons will be greeted by a 5-
foot by 8-foot self portrait of the
painter. His A Starry Night”
piece is incorporated nbove the
grill in brown and copper tones
while his sunflowers arc fen-
tured ns upside down umbrelln

light covers.
The floor is beset with paint
latches to enh the authen-

has a “Teddy” era wood pancled
anloon atmosphere, theme was
imperative with this new ven-
ture.

They brainstormed, The pro-
cess of selecting and designing a
meal required an artist’s creativ-
ity, they figured.

DnVinci's name came up, but
they thought people would
nssume theirs was an Italian
eatery. They settled on Van-
Gogh.

“We researched VanGogh

ticity of an artist's studio.

A designer is still busy trying
to recapturc VanGogh's “Cafe
Terrace at Night” in mural form
on the north wall. Katherine
Larson of Ann Arbor-based Diva
Designs calls the task “a bit
dounting.

“VanGogh was o very serious
person. He was driven and he
wap neurotic,” Larson said. “He
was what you'd call today as
being manic depreasive.

“But hu also had a fun side.
We wanted to express his fun
nide.” ]

Larson also painted tho self-
portrait as well as his “Fieldn
of Iris,” which will be featured
on one of the walla. The benu-
ty of VanGogh's work is his
masterful use of colors, Lar-
son said.

“There’s a glow to it. It
looks as if light is coming
from it,” sho said.

In the Cafe Terrace piece,
VanGogh used blues, greens
and other hues ~ except the
expected brown - to depict tho
cobblestone floor.

Larson fashioned the interi-
or with jewel-tone colors, pro-
viding differcnt lights and
shndes to contrast the variety
of menls created in one set-
ting.

“[ haven’t gone crazy yot.
That's good sign,” Larsen
said, “There’s no urge to cut
off my edr.”

all the

We do

hard work
aroun
your

Gogh's.
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Palette: Artist Katherine Larson works on a mural at
Van

You're invited to participate

The publie is invited to attend
“Family Forum: What Do We
Tell the Children?” at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 18, at tho
Farmington First United
Maethodist Church, 33112 Grand
River.

The forum will feature two
speakers, Judy White, assistant
superintendent for instructional
gervices at Farmington Public
Schools, and Dr. Willinm Rowell
of the Psychological Institute of
Michigan. They will talk about
the impact that todny’s images —
through the media - of violence
have on children, said Ken
Korte, a member of the church's
Council of Ministrics.

Following the talks, Korte will
open up the program to the pub-
lic to discuss what parents tell
their children when they listen
to news stories about the Clinton
acandal, death, guns, promiscu-
ity, adultery and abuse, for
cexample.

“I'm not coming at this from a
right-wing approach,” Korte
said. “I come from a straightfor-
ward npproech.”

Earlier this year, the church
hosted a similar forum on vio-
tence with children and in
schools.

If you plan to attend the
forum, let the church know for
attendance, 474-6573,
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= Newsroom:
2 Newsroom fax:
» Nighlline/Sports:

24B-477-5450
248-477.9722
734.953-2141

house.
Really.

It's new. It’s easy. It's online. And It's worry-free, guaranteed.
¢ We're On Hand, your p t scrvice delivered securely via the Internct. And we're a company
. of people dedicated to providing you and your family with worry-free living.

- Reader Comment Line: 734-953-2042
» Classified Advertising: 734.591-0900
> Display Advertlsing:  734-591-2300

» Home Delivery: 248.901-4716
> Cable TV Weekly: 734-953-2190
-l HOMELINE: 734~

» Open houses and new
developments in your area.

» Free real estate seminar
information.

» Current mortgage rates.

o Cuassiriep AFTer Hours: 734-591-0900

> Place classified ads at your convenience,

& CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
QAXIAND CoUNTY: 248-901-4716
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On Hand Is a whole new way to maintaln your home.

. Wave good-bye to weekends filled with time ing job lists and errands Just nssemble your to-do list, ond
i we'll complete it promptly and p ionally. We g it ditionally. And it costs you nothing to join
On Hand; We'll even bill all your services ti one credit card when we're through.

o Request

»'You Can'acce
- software—PC o Macintosh.

Y

n-LIne users can:

» Send and recelve unlimited email.

o Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW
and more.

« Read electronic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric
newspapers.

« Chat with users across town or across the country.

Speclal offer .

Ordor ono of our halpful services and enjoy "e hour 6f ServiceTech handyman help free —
that's a $40 valus! Our ServiceTechs do €\ rg'ﬂglngﬁ'om fix-up Inslde and outslde your home
to clearing, cleaning, palnt’ ti-ip,.and more. No Job 18 too small!

=3 bod

Let us erase your to-do list today. Sound good?
Call Lisa Caleca at 248-735-8881. .

S need belp signing on 10 ouf service, just call the -
K 9-.& E On-Line Hotline: 734.953-2266. - .
[0 puoro Reemnts: 734-591-0500
> Bid of 3 that Kave' becn taken by ‘our'staff """
photographers:
* Provide the publication date, paggcnumbcr, and description
ve

of the picture, which must ha n published within the
past 6 months. .

» $20 for the first print, $7.50 for each additional print paid i
advance (check gr credit card), onal print paidin

@he Farmington Observer’
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Ready for winter?

Here are just some of the ways
we can help:

« ServicoTech handyman services
+ Sidewalk ice control

o Carpet cleaning

+ Chimney cleaning

» Furnace tune-up and duct cleaning
« Winter garage cleaning

« Holiday lighting and decorating

» Snow removal service

+ Irrigation system winterizing

+ Window cleaning (indoor/outdoor)

SOn Hand Ngtwo_rk{ |

You've got a lot of free time coming your way.

www.onhandnotwork.com
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