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Concert offers a mosaic of song

Hear the rich and incredibly
varied music of the Sephardim
suny in [Tebrew, Latino, English,
Arabic, Greek, French, and Ital-
ian when the Gerard Edery
Ensemble performs 8 p.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 21 at the Birmingham
Temple, 28611 West 12 Mile,
between Inkster nnd Middlebelt,
Farmington Hills.

Tickets are $18 adults, $15
seniors, $12 rstudents, and avail-
uble by catling (248) 788-9338 or
(248} 288.3953.

A product of many cthnic
hacksgrounds, Edery wus born in
Casablunen of Sephardic Meroc-
can nnd Argentine parents. He
grew up in Paris and New York
City. His grandfather, for exam-
ple, “spoke only Arabic and
Hebrew to me,” said Edery, who
carned a master of arts degree
from the Manhattan School of
Music. Edery hos performed as
an opera singer, classical gui-
tarist and nctor, Ile began play-
ing the guitar st age nine and
has developed a unique style,
drawing on classical, flamenco,
jazz and folk traditions.

Nel) Snuidas, a soprano of
Uruguayan descent, has sung in
opuras around the world with
Jending roles in “Las Aleandras®
and *Phantom of the Opern.” Of
all this beautiful music, the
Sephardic tradition is the closest

Conversations jm

Featured performers: The New York based Gerard

Edery Ensemble performs the music of the Sephardim

;n Ii',u!in, Hebrew, English, Arabic, Greek, French and
talian.

to her heart.

World drummer and percus-
sionist Rex Benincosa lived and
performed in New York City for
20 years before joining the
Ensemble in 1995. He hay
worked with a varicty of orches-
tras and groups, such as the
Pittsburgh Symphony. The
Merce Cunningham Dance Com-
pany and the new wave flamenco
froup, Amanecer.

In 1292 when the world Jew-
ish community commemorated
the 500th anniversary of the

Expulsion of the Jews from
Spain and Portugal, Edery decid-
ed to go back to his roots. Since
then he hag dedicated his life to
the study, singing and recording
of Judeo-Sephardic songs.

“1 enjoy giving people a feeling
of where they came from through
music,” snid Edery. “It helps
them reaffirm their Jewigh iden-
tity.”

The Ensemble has two CD's,
“Linda Amiga” nnd “Chansons
d’Amour,” which will be on sale
during intermission.

history.

It's o first-hand look at the
American Dream - good, bad
and indifferent.

History seldom rends like
seamless seript.

Shared culture

For starters, enlisting in the
Army was an educational oppor-
tunity for many blnck soldiers.
Powell's  grandfather, for
inatance, Jearned to read and
write while traveling from out-
post to outpost.

Anil nccording to Powell, the
army didn’t mirror the scgregat-
ed Amcrican society. That is, not
until the troops were segregated
during World War IL

To their eredit, the Museum of
African American History does-
n't rely on historical revisionism.
Rather it draws on a document-
ed nceount of Buffulo Soldiers

from Powell's grandfather's per-
spective, including hundreds of
rare photos.

Powell, who teaches history at
San Jose Stote University, is
curator of the largest privately
held collection of artifacts from
African American soldiers.

He began to assemble the cle-
ments of the exhibit by asking a
simple question: *What was it
like to be n black man in the
Army?”

He asked his grandfather, and
his grandfather's friends. He
heard stories of racism and prej-
udice. But he also was told
indelible tales about a sensc of
camaraderie and bratherhood.

In mony ways, the story of
America runs through Powell's
ancestry. His grandfather, who
lived to be 105, was the orphan
son of staves. And Powell's Jew-
ish grandmother was an immi-

grant from Germany.

“America is unique because we
ol came from someplace else,”
sanid Powell, on hand at the
museum to give tours to tocal
high school students. Except,
perhaps, those Native American
Indians who, from 1865-1886,
went from ronming the untamed
West, to living on reservations.

“What I try to get across is
that this is our shared culture.
When people see the exhibit, [
want them to say, ‘Why wasa't [
taught that about American his-
tory?™

The good, bad and indifferent.

Frank Provenzano can be
reached at (248) 901.2557, or at
fpr ‘ueh net

COMING ATFTRACTIONS

Send items for consideration in
Art Beat to Frank Provenzano,
arts reporter for the Obscrver &
Eceentric Newspapera. He cun be
reached at (248) 901-2557, or at
fprovenzano@or. homecomm.net

Or write to: The Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham, 18009,
PHOTOGRAPHER SOLOMON AT

CRANBROOK'S BROOKSIDE

Nutionally renowned photog-
rapher Lindn Solomon brings
her project, “Things That Make
Me Happy,” to Cranbrooek's
Brookside Lower School at 1
p.m. on Friday, Nov. 20.

The project’s intent is to put
disposable cameras into the
hands of Brookside first through
fifth graders.

After listening to Solomon’s
brief lecture on photography, the
students will be given the
nssignment of taking photos over
Thanksgiving break.

Judges will select one phata-
graph per student. Collectively,
the student photos be part of u
composite paster.

For informatian, (248) 645-
3492,

DETROIT CHAMBER WINDS
RELEASES €D

“Holiday Brass,” o collection of

traditional holiday earols, has
been recently released by the
Detroit Chamber Winds.

The CD  features metro
Detroit's brass players in perfor-
mances conducted by H. Robert
Reynolds. The recordings were
made over weveral days ot
Detroit’s Orchestra Hall.

“Holiday Brass” is avatiable
throughout metro Detroit at
Arbor Drug, Dearborn Music,
English Gardens, Farmer Jack,
harmony House and Target.

For more information, (248)
162.9329,

FALL SEASON AY SYBARIS

GALLERY

Three shows are featured at
Sybaris Gallery through Decem-
ber,

The sculpture of Myra Miml-
itsch Gray is featured in the
main gallery space.

Gray received her MFA from
Cranbrook Academy of Art in
1986. She is currently professor
of metals at the State University
af New York at New Paltaz.

Her hand-wrought metalwork

NORTH FARMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL
BAND AND ORCHESTRA BOOSTERS

Saturday, Nov. 21
9:00 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Admission $2.00

*North Farmington High School
32900 W. 13 Mile Road
NO Stroilers, Please
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Or write to: The Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham, 48009.

has been characterized as “exags
rerated constructions...and 4
return to a more traditional fors
mat.”

Meanwhile, the innovative
teapot of Philip Cornelius, and
the evocati swelry of Susan
Kingsley are exhibited in the
second pallery at Sybaris. .

For more information, cull
(248) 544-3388. Or visit Sybaris;
Gallery, 202 E. Third Street,
Roynl Onk. .

“ Laurel Boutlgquz |
Going Out of Business Sale |-
One Week Only B
« All In-Stock favors ‘; :

'

» Gifts and Wedding ltems i«
t « Creatly Reduced .
Mon. - Closed
Tue. & Frl. Noon - 5 p.m.
Wed. & Thur, Noon - 7 pm.
Sat. 10-3
| 39050 Schoolerakk - Livonia
1 (734) 953-3212

Featurea 5 entrees at

412,95 each

.m. to 6 p.m.

mericans

from all
walks of life
love using our
free Consumer
Information Catalog.

That's because the

Catalog from Pueblo,

federal publications.

benefits.
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Our free
Catal
helps y
every

of th

Colorado lists more than
200 free and low-cost,

So it's a shoe-in that you'll

get the latest info on topics

like investing your money, getting
fit, parenting, starting a business,
buying a car, even getting federal

But don't drag your feet, because even
if you're on a shoestring budget, you'l get a
kick out of our Cataleg.

For the latest free Catalog, call
toll-free 1 (888) 8-PUEBLO.
That's 1 (888) 878-3256.

Or go to www.pueblo.gsa.gov.

A public service of 1his pubkication and the Consumer Thformation Center of the U'S General Services Admufistration

0g
ou

step
e

way.

“‘\']\]l v

Only one
Michigan health
plan made the gtrade

in Newsweel's
national survey.

HAP stands alone in Mic]\iﬂm\: The only health p]:m to be ranled
A, overall, in Newsweek magazine's third annual survey of health
plans. And, HAP finished in the top 10% nationally. Newsweck

surveyed 200 plans, examining how well they dealt with preventive

care} Imw wc“ llley nmnaﬁcd acute an(l cllronic conclitiuns; their
choice and quality of doctors and hospitals. In all these categories,

rcspcclc(l pli_\'. ctans and stafl, along with prevention, and member

education, So, for a health care plan you can feel good about,
contact HAD at 313-872-8100 or visit www. hapcorp.org.
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HAP scnru(l well, It's because we emp]msizc pcrsmmlizc:] care from’




