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bats, “Radar,” B ‘If you want to tell people bounces off objects and into their ears nnd
“g‘c‘;ln." Snlr:;{ about bats, if you‘re tnlklng to :}:g;ﬁu a mental picture of what's around

dents were able
to get a close
look at the bats,
as they were
brounght around
the room Dby
' Bussa, who
held them in her gloved hand.

There were plenty of “ooh's” and “anh's”
generated by the tiny visitors. And there
were some nervous moments for students
who maybe weren't yct at ease with the idea
of getting real close to the bats.

“If you want to tetl people about bata, if
you're talking to mom and dad, sister and
brother, tell them bats are a pretty good
group. They eat mogquitoes ond they don't
hurt people,” Bussa said.

She emphasized, however, that bats aren’t
pet material.

Power sixth-grade teacher Dyanne
Sanders said the presentation was to help

mom and dad, sister and brother,
tell them bats are a pretty good
group. They eat mosquitoes and
they don't hurt people.’

Lori Bussa
—Organization for Bat Conscruation

students sce bats in a more realistic, educa-
tional light.

“A lot of people are afraid of bats ... with
all tho horror shows you see on television,”
Sandera said. “We want to get rid of that fal-
lacy. They're wonderful creatures.”

And they are endongered creatures, too.
1It's one renson organizations such as Bussa's
work nard at dispelling myths and eduenting
young people that bats actually are worth-

while.
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Students learned

O} that bats aren't blind.
g Bussa said they see as
g well us dogs do. To
&| augment their eye-
3 sight, they “put out a
8] call,” using ultrasonic
z R

2 | sonar copabilities, to
% | navigate and find
& | insects in the dark.

§| “That sound hits

everything in its
path,” Bussa said. “It

Bussn nated that bats hibernato in winter,
often below bird neats — essentially being
protected by mother birds who are shiclding
their own young from unimals and other
thrents.

“She'li chase predators nway and the bat
underneath will be protected, too,” Buasa
said.

However, said there is one scenario where
the medin-fucled image of bats is accurate.
Students were told to back away from
injured, prone bats and call The Organizn-
tion for Bat Conservation at (617) 656-9200.

“Let's sny you find n bat on the ground,”
she said. “And you want to pick it up to help
it, Ifit’s on the ground it probably has a bro-
ken wing, and if he has a broken wing he's
probably pretty grumpy.”

The youngsters were instructed to not
touch bats under any circumstances, cspe-
ciully injurcd ones who would bite anything
it thought was preying en it. And that's how
a bat would view a human being, even one
lending n helping hand.

She added that because humans can con-
tract dendly rabies from a bat, it's not worth
the risk to try and handle them, even though
Tess than half of 2 percent have the disease.

“There’s a lot to know about bats,” Bussa
snid. “...But all you really have to know is
don’t touch them.”

Attitudes forthemind

sMusic
sCandles
*Prints
eJewelry
*Crystal
Prisms

JEWEL
(S ALLERY

7 Mile & Middlebelt
(248) 471-5007

" Livonia Mall -

{next to Sears) 742 o:hard

Specializing In heart 9
gifts, refaxation and self-
Improvement alds

tudes:jorihe
Leke Boad * NE Comer at 14 Mile Rd.

{} *Motivational Tapes
B «Massage Products
*Recovery Items
sLava Lamps
*Aromatherapy

*Stained Gloss
ruch, much more

in

(248) 539-2200 e
SOt <
! >
&, ( , 2 o PR N
o, 4 = B % = T
S ‘ = 4 “/ X
- j,,
e 3 Over 50 Fantastic Hundreds
e 3 ° ‘ different selection of tree
2 . W 7 styles of ofindoor || trimmings S
g “To VX G natural and ina :
° - X5 fooking F OI..IlleOI' variety of |
a5y N ; i"!t irees lights themes I 5
o # Varietyof | Large
5 ) Foutarit, || Beautifut || Selecion
P) O _’_ Wreaths of
x : 2 nativity and f Collectiblef
A ) sets Garlands /|| SANTA'S '
—/u\- - = s e T
24 A g/ \
. % 2
J A § g . 4
3 . T
T i
o
) 3
= ; 5 74
2 () y - >
v 2 N A s ’ ; A _
N 2 o (R T ‘-‘ A
N 4:| . I T AN
Iy N 111 ” CORNWELL Sl
AN g A Clnistmas World, D
. S \ — —— e et e
: N T i
1 Pre-Lighted | - 874 'W. Ann Arbor Road \ \
1" Christmas / ) PLYMOUTH @' Hom?nc'.
Trees by \ Mon,, Thurs,, Frl. 10-8;
goc) (734) 459-7410 e S sed wed

A R S 3 £ /, ;o :

RTAFF PlloTo 8Y UilL BRESLER

Listen: Lori Bussa amplifies the ultrasonic chirps of a
bat. Warner Middle School student Katic Boland {in
background) listens.

MOVING SALE!

We'd Rather Sell it
than Move it!!

Up to 50% Off*
ALL MERCHANDISE

*All previous sales excluded.

ORCHARD MALL
(248) 855-8818

Orchard Lk. Rd., North of Maple

Ban Mechacel, MD
Board-Certified in internal Medicine

Dr. Mechael specializes in the primary
care of men and women, and the treatment
of discases such as asthma, diabetes,
hypertension, and others, She holds to the
philosophy that patient education is the key to
disease prevention, and she is well known for
her caring and compassion.

Dr. Mechael graduated from Wayne State
University Medical School and completed
heri and at
University McGaw Medical Center. She
practiced in Massachusetts for four years
before returning to Michigan.

Dr. Mechael speaks fluent Chaldean and
Arabic, and is a member of the American
College of Physicians and the American
Medical Association, She is currently
accepting new patients.

PROVIDENCE

JOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTERS

1750 S. Telegraph Rd., Suite 303
Bloomficld Hills, MI 48302

For appeintments: 248-338-8900




