Parents need to

consider all facts
about senior trip
S e e ot tople

of conversation NOW. Why? Many
seniors arc asking, arguing, alas,
plending to go on that infamoun

_“genior trip.” For seniors, spring
marks the end of their high school
carcer and is an oxciting-time. But
activitics over spring break will
undoubiedly cause more arguments
than any other issue that year.

I am a wife and mother of two boys
who have recently graduated from
Farmington schoals in 1994 and 1997,
And I'm very nctive in Farmington
Families In Action (FIFA). FIFA has
some thoughts for parents to consider
when making this important decision
with your senior,

Seduced by nostalgia

Many parents fondly remember
some sort of “senior trip.” Trips to
Washington, D.C., Chicago or similnr
destinations were common in the
1960s and carly 1970s. They were all
sponsored by the schools and chaper-
oncd by teachers and parents. Cur-
fews, bed checks, nnd other controls
were a well-understood part of the
trip. There were a few problems with
inappropriate behavior, but mild by
today’s standards,
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pring? That's six months away!
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A hint of

B A young girl with a trunk
full of gold, a duke from
Italy, a family slated to sail
on the ill-fated Titanic ...
the lore lives on.

BY RUTH MOEILMAN
SPECIAL WIUTER |

A long-lost princess or an exiled
noble brings a little romance even in a
democratic America, Farmington with
its diverse popu-
lation has its
share of royalty.

The best sto-
ries, of course,
are the ones you
really can’t
prove.

Eleanore Con-
roy was reputed to be an Irish noble-
womnn. She and her husband, Dennis,
came to the United States in 1834,
They lived in New York until 1849
when they came to Michigan.

At one time, they owned a whole mile
of lnnd. They had 14 children and each
of their sons was given a house and
tand.

The Conroy farmhouse is on Power
Rond and is part of the Farmington
Hills Historie District. The houses built
for the Canroy sons are on 10 Mile,

According to stories told by descen-
dants of the Conroys, Eleanore was »
young girl who fell in love with the
conchman,

This was apparently nat looked upon
with favor by the family. The girl in
this romance was only 12 or 13 yenrs
old, according to the story. Julict of
Shakespeare's “Romeo and Juliet” was
about the same age.

The Irish family in this romuntic tale
shipped the young lovers off to the US.
The gir] still had her dolls which she
carried with her. There was also a
trunk reputed to have been filled with
gold.

The Conroys fit right in on the Michi-
gan frontier. They were known for
their cordiality. The children married
into pioncer Farmington families.
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Conroy tarmhouse: Now part of the Historical District, once home to young Eleanore Conroy.

Where's the gold?

No one knows what happened to the
trunk of gotd.

The other royal couple was the
Sarmientos. Francis J. Surmiento was
said to be a duke of Italian origin. He
owned 100 acres on Farmington Roud
north of 11 Mile,

There they built a house and varicus
outbuildings. There were some animals
on the property and seme farming was
done. The original house was probably
not the Mediterranean style villa it is
now.

The house was most likely a Swiss or
English design, Jonn Withers of

Berkley was looking for Brookhurst
Farm of Farmington where the With-
ers family lived in 1917.

There her father-in-law Inid out the
gardens on the cstate of Duke
Sarmiento, Joan has been pursuing her
family's genealogy. The Withers family
had some adventures of their own.

Charles and Lillian Withers and
family were slated to sail on the Titan-
ic. Becnuse of some problem in selling
his business, a greenhouse in England,
the Withers had to take a later ship,
the $.5. Ausenia.

Their family back in England didn't
know alout the change in ships and

assumed the family was dead.

The Witherses landed safely in Port-
1and, Maine, They went to Brantford,
Ontario, and then entered the U.S. again
through the Windsor/Detroit border.

Charles Withers went to work for
Count Sarmiento as a gardener and
groundskecper.

The count built n smaller house, o
copy of his own, for the Witherses.

In 1919, Withers got a job with Ford
Motor Co. He may have continued to do
parden work for the count. The fumily
moved to Highland Park and later to
Dearborn. They returned often to
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Exclusive
Designs!

GRAND

is pleased to present

Chateau de

No where else will you find n holiday shopy

\ Michigan’s Pr
¥  The animation will enchant you! The selection will amaze you!

Experience the bygone era of the fabulous Downtown Christmas Displays!
You’ll find it all, from holiday decorati

‘Thousands of unigue, quality omaments
in hundreds of styles ta choose from.
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with 18 shops on 21 acres and the
magnificent King's Court Castle Restaurant and banquet facility serving food fit for o king!
Chateau de Noe! offers the ultimate holiday shopping experience! There are

74,000 different items i
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Olde World Canterbury Village and Always Christmas

Noel |

in of styles,

original designs and fine collectibles including Liadro, Department 56, Enesce,
Steinbach Nuterackers, Cherished Teddics, Fontanini and more! Chateau de Noel
also carrics one of the largest selections of artificial trees, wrmlhs‘nnd garland,
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Extra wide aisles wilh 26 check-outs make
shopping at Always Chrisimas a breeze!

Closed Easter Sanday, Thankegivizg, Christmas and New Year's Days

i 1Datts A | Just minutes
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a’()”:zug? off of 1-75,
Exit #83,3

WALDON RI
1 miles north,

on Joslyn Rd.
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Alwaya Christmas and Okde World Canterbuary Villagy
2369 Jostyn Court, Lake Orion, Michigan
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Visil Db Craichet, Tiny Tim and their
surprise guest in their life-like setting!

48360
(248)391-5700 or (800)442-XMAS

www.canterbaryvillage.com

3 er
4

rters

Lifc-tike animation throughout Chateau
De Noel enchant all who visit!
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