Hawks have to put
first Oxford contest
in past; it's 0-0 now

When it was decided Farmington
Harrison would play Oxford again in
a Class A semifinal foatball game, T'll
bet your firat thought (if you're a’
Hawk fan) was something like:

'‘Hey, this is going to be easy for
Harrison,’ or maybe it was “This looks
Jike a free pass to the finals.

Like you, I had similar thoughts.
Certainly, the possibility {and that's
the key word} exists when we recnll

. how Harrison destroyed Oxford in the
first game of the scason, 48-0.

Obviously, the Hawks will be heavy
favorites, and it will be one of the
bigpest upsets in tournament history
if the Wildeats should nccomplish the
apparently impossible and win the

ame,

The rematch Saturdny at Rochester
High School presents some interest-
ing dilemmas for both sides.

When 1 consider a second Harrison-
Oxford game, I wonder 'How do you
prepare yourself' if you're a player,
your team if you're a coach, mentally
to play n team you've not only beaten
once but completely demolished?

It causes me to believe this gnme
will be won (or lost) between the ears
as much as the goal lines. This week
the game preparation seoms to be as
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| Farmington Harrison will
play Oxford in a rematch of
the season opener Saturday
in a state semifinal football
game at Rochester High.
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domearn@oe.homecomm.net

It was n game played nearly three
months ago, and that's long encugh for
conches John Herrington and Bud
Rowley to want to forget it now.

In a rematch of the senson opener
won 48.0 by Farmington Harrison, the
Hawks will meet Oxford in n semifinal
game of the Class A football playofTs 1
p.m. Saturday nt Rochester High.

It won't be the first time Harrison
(11-0) has played the same team twice
in the regular season and tournament,
The Hawks also fuced Narthville twice
in 1993, winning the past-season game
en route to a state championship.

“It was so long ago it's almast like
playing a team for the first time,” Her-
rington snid. “I'm sure they want to
show they've improved a lot since then,
and they have improved tremendous-

The Wildeats (9-2) rebounded to win
nine of 10 games, share the Flint Metro
Conference title with Fenton and cap-
ture a regional championship.

it was tough, to work hard in the off
senson and wait since the cighth grade
to be playing en the varsity and get
shelled in the first game,” Rowley snid.
“It took the wind out of our sails, and it
took us a while to recover and come
back.

“We're trying to forget that, We've
gotten better and we're playing better.
We're not going to worry about that
first game.”

Oxford won four straight following
the Harrison Joss, including a 45-21
win over arch-rival Lapeer West, before
losing to Fenton. The Wildeats have
won their lust five games

“The kids got them:
track,” Rowley said.

es back on
They worked
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Leading rusher: Junior Kevin Woo

son’s 33-15 playoff victory over Dearborn to b

their tails off and had a real fine sen-
s0n. -

“We're honored to play Farmington
Harrison in the semifinals. They're
probably one of the finest football
teams thot's been around in a long
time. We're very exeited about the
vpportunity to be out there on the field
with them.”

ds had 166 yards on 20 carries Saturday in Fu-rminglou Harri-
ccome the team’s leading rusher with 688 total yards.

Rowley said the Wildcats didn't
make any mojor changes or do any-
thing different to turn their scason
around.

“We just worked hard,” he said. “We
made seme adjustments with the kids
we have. We're being n little more
focused and intense, and that's pretty
much where we're ut.”
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The Wildeats don't have any stars on
their team, according to Rowley, but
senior tailback Gearge Gomez is the
workhorse in the Oxford offense. iie
has rushed for 1,500 yards and 15
touchdowns,

Quarterback Brad Nowacki has com-
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Marlins expect to contend
for Class A championship

BY DAN O'MEARA ———————" i, he top six or seven will do
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Coach Jim Downs gave cach of
his Farmington Hills Mercy
swimmers going to the state
meet this weckend a shect with
the team’s itinerary.

At the end, he wrote the Mar-
lins finished in sixth place last
year, Under 1998, Downa listed
fifth, fourth, third, second and
first and nsked cach girl to place
a check mark next to her choice.

*Really, it was something to
give them a little food for
thought,” Downs said, “The
whole iden is we have to move up
from sixth. We should move up
but how good are we going to

be?”

Mercy will send another strong
contingent to the Class A cham-
pionships Friday and Saturday
at Eastern Michigan University,
and Downs expects the Marlins
to be among the teams battling
for the title,

Ann Arbor Huron is the
favorite, according to Downs,
and Grosse Pointe North, Ann
Arbor Pioneer and Bloomfield
Hills Lohsger will be in the run-
ning, too.

“There will be a lot of tcams
fighting for first,” Downs said,
“but a lot of teams that won't be

drive other teams nuts.

“Rochester Adama has a very
fast mediey relay. Some teams
like that will have one ar two
?(tmng relays, one or two strong

1d8.

“This year will be different.
There's not going to be o run-
away like (Birmingham) Sea-
holm was last year, It's going to
be real close.”

Mercy's hopes rest with a core
group of six swimmers who will
compete in one or two individunl
events and also fill three relay
tepms. '

Junior Elizabeth Posvar, who

——
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_ Flyers make hockey debut X

ODDS &
ENDS,
NEW &

CASH & CARRY. LAST YEARS STYLES 50-70% OFF.
WE HAVE GATHERED UP ALL THE ALPINE MERCHANDISE,
ODDS & ENDS, NEW & USED - OVER 1000 PAIRS OF ALPINE BOOTS, SKIS,
BINDINGS, POLES & A GREAT ASSORTMENT OF LAST SEASONS WINTER
CLOTHING, JACKETS, PANTS, SWEATERS & MORE, FROM ALL OF OUR
BAVARIAN VILLAGE SKI SHOPS AND PUT IT ALL TOGETHER FOR ONE

GIGANTIC SALE AT ONE CONVENIENT LOCATION
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; game played by a Farmington high school team’
ay to'visiting Bloomfield Hills Lahser. Farmingto
Lugwer’s Mike B;tker chase the puck. See story'on C4
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