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est of '98

Observerland golf stars receive accolades

ALL-OBSERVER BOYS QOLF
FIRST YEAM
Steve Polanskl, senlor, Liv, Stevensen
Adam Wilson, senior, Plymouth Satem
Etik Krueger, senior, Plymouth Sslem
Chrlg Tompkins, senlor, Westland Glenn
Justin Fencetet, scnlor, Westiand Glenn
Dorek Spicer, junior, North Formington
Evan Currio, junlor, Cathollc Centrat
Ben Tucker, sentor, Plymouth Canton
Jon Johnson, Junlor, Plymouth Canton
SECOND TEAM
Adom Samouclion, senior, Redford CC
Jon Luna, sophomore, Cathatic Central
Brlan Reed, senior, Westland Glenn
Aatt Lee, freshman, Farm. Harrison
HNikos Markellos, Junlor, Red. Thursten
Evan Chall, sophomore, Lv. Churchill
THIRD TEAM

Btlan Grohman, junior, Farm, Harrison
Tony Fatlu, senlot, Livonia Frankiin
Btian Hermos, Juntor, Garden Cily
Randall Betolge. Junior, Uv. Churchill
Roy Robo, sealor, Livnia Stevenson
Mike Bamnett, senlor, Rorth Farmington

HONOfIABLE MENTION
Stevanson: Mike Dyborg, Kevin Yuhasz,
Matt DiFonlo; Franklin: Tim Kufel, Scott
Waaro: Churchil): Mike Lightbody, Tom
Filzstophens; John Glenn: Rich Sudsk,
Ryan Shamrock; Wayne: Chod Campbetl,
Gieg Barocy: Redford €C: Josh Davis; Qar
den Clty: Matt Vechota, Nule Briscon:
Thueaton: Erik Catlson, Stevo Porosky;
Radford Union: Joel Hatlliday, Oovid Wirth;
Farmington: Chrls Katcherlon, Dan Kim-
mel, John Knight. lan Pardonnet, Brad
Qorcnie; Harrlson: Henay Lee, Chvls Scott:
N. Farmington: Drady Dwyer, Orandon
Finket; Sel Mark Doughty, Ryan Nim-
marguth: Canton: Justin Atlen, Matt
Rosat,

ALL-AREA
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This may have been the most
successful senson Observerland
boys golf teams have enjoyed
statewide,

Five schools did well enough nt
Division I regional competition
ta qualify for the atate finals:
Plymouth Salem, Plymouth Cen-
ton, Livonia Stevenson, West-
land John Glenn and Redferd
Catholic Central.

And two Observerland individ-
unls survived the rigorous first
round at the state tournament to
play the second day, including
Stevensen standout Steve Polan-
ki, who ended up s the tourna-
ment medalist.

Polanski, who has signed with
Texns Christinn University, is
certainly the state’s premier
player.

But the rest of Observerlond
boasted other elite-level players,
which is why this season's all-
Observer team wag expanded to
nine players on first teom, and
includes a third team.

In short, the competition's get-
ting awfully goed in this aren.

Observer boys golf conch of the
year accolades go to Salem's Rick
Wilson, who guided the Rocks to
the Western Lakes Activities
Association Tournament champi-
onship at Hudson Mills and a
second-place overall finigh in the
WLAA, and a Division I Regional
Tournament championship at
Giant Onk.

ALL-AREA FIRST TEAM

Stove Polanskl, sonlor, Stavenson:
The senior, hoaded ta Texas Christian
University on a Ben Hogan endowed
‘scholarship, is the (eading candidate for
Michigan's Mr. Golf after capturing the
Dlvision | individual title with a 74.
71/145 total ot the Maple Creck
Course (The Emerald) In St, John's,
beating tha ficld by four strokes.

Polanski was olso regional medallst
at Pontiac Country Club with 4-under
G8. He also made All-Western Lakes
Conference and was Livonla Public
Schools champlan.

In a dual-meet this falt a Glen Oaks,
he shot a 2.under 33,

Hls cloim to fame, however, was fin-
ishing runner-up this summer in tho
Michigan Amateur, the second youngest
competitor ever to reach the match-play
finat 8s a 17-yoarold. He has also com-
peted In the U.S. Junior Amateur and
ranks omong the top junior golfers in
the country.

Adam Wilisen, senlor, Pty, Salem: It

was o memorable finish to o fine four-
year letterwinning carcer for Witson. A
1eom coptolo the past two seasons, Wil
son was steady 1hroughout this year,
tcading the Rocks with o 38,2 nine-hold
average and a 77.0 tournament aver-
age. Bis all-around ploy carned him all-
state honorable mention honors,

Early 1hls scason ot East Lonsing’s
Forest Akcrs, he broke the Salem touf-
nament schoo! record — formetly held
by current Michigan PGA player of tho
year Jetf Roth, the pro ot Flint Goif Clud
— by shooting 8 70.

Wlison was runner-up ot the WLAA
Tournament, firing 8 76, and he had a
79 ot the state regiona! and on 80 ot
the state finol. He was medalist In four
conference dual meets and totaled fivo
top-10 finishes in tournaments. Among
the colleges that have expressed an
interest In Wilson, on MHSAA Scholor-
Atblete Award nominee and son of
Solem coach Rick Wilson, Is tho Univer-
sity of Nichigan,

Etli Kruogor, sonlor, Piymouth Salem:
Krueger, who shared the Satem team
captaincy with Wilson, started the sea-
son stzongly, wont through o slight
stump, then ended wilh o flourish that
helped Salem 10 M best-ever team fine
ish — one that landed him a berth on
the all-state team.

Krueger averoged 40,0 strokos for
nine-hota matches, but his 18-hole tour-
noment average was a sparkiing 77.2,
What's even more impressive was
Krueger's timing: He was medalist at
the WLAA Tournament with a 75, tied
for medalist honors (with John Glenn's
Justin Fendelet) at the state reglonal
with @ 77, and got o chance 1o play a5
an individual’ the second day of the
state tournament with an opening sound
of 76. His second<day score matched his
first, placing him fifth overat),

Threo times Krueger was medalist
during the dual-meet scason, and four
times he hod top-10 finishes In tourna
ments. He, too, will likely play colle:
glate golf, although where Is uncertain,

Chrls Tompkins, senlor, John Qlonn:
Making his second straight appeasanco
on the All-Observer team, the left-hander
i5 headed for Eastern Michigan Universi-

Y.
Tha team captain and four-year letter
winner led Glenn with a dual-meet aver.
age of 37,6 where hie was medalist nine
times, He averaged 77.3 tor 18 hales.
Tompkins tied the school record with
a 34 agalnst Farmington and set o
school record for 18 holes by taking
medallst honars In the Western Waoyne
(nvitattonal with a 71 at Huron Mead-

ows.

Tompkins, who helped lead Glean to
Its first-cver state meet appeorance,
shot 77 In the finats, missing the scc:
ond-day cut by one shot.

He olso shat a 76 ot the Pinckaey
Invitational ot Rush Lake.

Justin Fondolot, senlor, John Glonn:
Tho senior was Divislon | teglonod
champ ot Glant Onks by firlng a 77, the
tirst player (n Giean history to corn
medolist honors,

The threeyear vassity performer aver-
aged 40.6 por alne and BO.2 per 18
holas this season, Duting his Jast elght
motches, “eadelet came on strong,
averoging 39.5.

In the Plymouth Best 8all Tourna-
ment, Fendelet vombined with Tompking
for a 70,

At the stato meet, Fendelet shot a
respectable 79, Just three shots off the

cut.

Datok Splcer, Junlor, N, Farmington:
Splicer was voted the most valuabie
ployer on the North team fot the second
year in a row after leading the Roiders
with an average of 39.7 strokes per dual
meat.

at.

Splcer also averoged 78 in tourno-
ments, made the all-conference team for
the second time and wos the medalist
in the Oaktand Cnunly Divisfon (I toutna-
ment.

~Somo can tatk it but can't walk it,”
North coach Daryl Case said. “Derek
says fow words but cortalnly can walk
It.

“Everybody on the team looks to him
for leadership. He sots a very good
exomple for our new players and even
our established players,

“I think Derck has that burning desire
10 compete and improve that all good
playcts have to have. Ho woiks hard dur-
ing the seoson and the off season to
Improve his sklils."

Ben Tuckor, sanlor, Plymouth Canton:
A year ago, Cantan came out of virtually
nowhere 1o capture the WLAA title, The
Chlets surprised no one this season, but
they stlil tinlshed third in the WLAA
Tournament and mado their first-evee
trlp to the state tournament — and
Tucker was o major rcason why.,

A steady performer throughout s
senlor scason, Tucker averaged 39.2
strokes in ning-hole matches ond 77,3
for 18-hole tournoments. An all-confor-
ence selection, he shot o 77 to tle for
fourth ot the WLAA Tournament and wos
fourth at the state regional wilh u 78.
Kls 77 on opening day of the state tour-
noment left bim one stroke shy of guuli-
fylng as an individual to play the second
round,

“He's the best tournament golfer §'ve
ever coached in my five years,” sald
Canten coach Tom Alles, noting Tuckers
seven sub-80 rounds, “He shined bright-
Iy In tournaments. He hac a great scar
son.”

Jon Johinson, Junicr, Plymouth Canton:
White Tucker was the Chlefs® leader this
season, Johnson — who mado great
strides, nccording to his coach — will
be their man of the future.

Johnson carned nll-WLAA honors by
firing @ 76 at tho conference tourna-
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mient, tying him for second with Sales
Wilson. Three times he was Canton
duatmect medahst; he had 0 40.4 nine-
hole average. Mis 18-hole t

Jon Johnson
Plymouth Canton

Ben Tucker
Piymouth Canton

John's Gol Course 1n Plymouth, He

duplicated that score at the Class A
regionat a the Pontiac Cauntry Club,
helping, the place sccond

average was 80.0, which included
rounds of 80 at the state regional and
82 at the stale hinal.

“He made vast improvement from his
sophomore to junior years, the jrealest
amount of anyone on our team.” satd
Canton‘s Alles. ©) told tam ) expect him
10 be one of the premicr players in the
feague neat season,”

Evon Currin, Junlor, Catholle Cont:
Cureie averaged 40.4 per nine noles
with 5 scason-best 34 aganst U-D
Jesuit at the Country Club of Oetrait.

Thice 1imes he recorded 375 in gual
meets and his best score in a tourna
ment came when he shot 77 for 18
hofes at tho Brightan Tournament. carn
Ing; 0 top 10 finish,

Currle placed fifth in the Cathotic
League Meel wilh a round of 81 at St.

and earn a state meet berth,

Paned with cventual champion Steve ¢
Polanske of Livonia Stevenson, Currle
fiished with a round of 82 al the state
meet, missing the cut for the sceond
cay of play.

He was CC's medalist In six malches
or tournaments, Currie’s youthtul
appeatance Is deceiving, according to
coach Bill Hayes, who couats his com
petitweness as one of his stiengths.

“Ne plays in the bang, stifl has a
paper raute, looks like he's 12, and
opponents think they con beat him, but |
after three or four holes tn they're
improssed with him because he's
always there.” Hayes said, "He's
tierco competitor, He hits 1t s(ralgh\
down the middie and his short mmc iy
probably the best part of his game.™ .
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