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Shamrocks do battle again with Titans in AA

BY STEVE KOWALSKI
UI'\H WTER
¢

] FOOTBALL

' Detroit Catholic Central
jumped to an early 14.0 lead
aver Sterling Heights Stevenson
inl year's Class AA state
semifinad football gome.

1 “We started off pretty crappy
dind 1 remember thinking s this
going to be a merey game or
gomething?' " Stevenson coach
Kick Bye snid. *We came back,
l‘uund some ways to move the
Ball. Then it just went back and
furth the rest of the game.”
 The Titans led 17-14 with
ithout 5% minutes left, leaving
the Shamrocks feeling some of
the desperation Bye had earlier.
A fumbled punt was recovered
by CC's Joe Sgroi and returned
ilwide the Stevenson 5, leading
th the winning touchdown and o
21-17 victory for the Shamrocks,

“Any time you're ahead right
up until the Jnst minutes against

Catholic Central

BY 3TEVE KOWALSKI
STAFF WIITER
iGoe, 1

a team ac strong defensively os
CC, you hate to gee it disappear
like that,” Byc said.

When it comes to the state
semifinals, it acems like these
two teama keep reappearing.

CC nnd Stevenson, the eadt
side powor, will meet for the
third time in the last four years
in a Clags AA semifinal at 1 p.m.
Saturdny ot Port Huron's Memo-
rial Stadium,

CC is n five-time state champi-
on, winning four Class AA titles
in the 19903 and losing once in
the finals,

This i3 the gixth straight semi-
final appearance for Stevenson,
which lost in the 1996 state
finals to Walled Loke Western.
The Titans also lost in the 1986
state finals,

CC conch Tom Much needs one
win for 200 in his career, which

B FOOTBALL

Netreit Cntholic Central led
20-13 enrly in the fourth quarter
oad Troy faced o first down and
13 de its own l-yard line.
"Troy senior offensive tackle
JHrinn Ottney dropped into a
three-point stance, all CC senior
delensive tackle Lou Willoughby
could think of was two points.

Thee Colts tried to run bebind
their all-state lineman but

"Willoughby and fellow lineman

Mare Frohm fought off their
and smathered the ball-
for a two-point safety and
13 lend.

"he play may have been the
rence it the Shamrocks” 22-
131 victory over the Colts in the
C'lass AA football regional! final
Suturduy afternoon at Pontiac's
Wisner Stadium,

Dove Lusky's 37-yard punt
had pinned the Colts at their 4-
yard line and a holding call on
first down negated a 9-yard Troy
campletion and put the ball
inside the 1

“They had been running the
little dive all game and Ottney
got down in a loaded stance and
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1 knew it was coming,” Willough-
by said. “All week long people
said I had to handle Ottney. I
didn’t have the half we needed in
the first half, but 1 think I did
my job in the sccond half.”

‘The Shamrocks, who trailed
13-0 ut one point, have become
the Cardine Kids of the footbanll
season, rollying to win their
third straight game by seven
points or less.

The win sends CC (10-0) into
the scmifinals Saturdny against
familiar playoff foe Sterling
Heights Stevenson at Port
Huron Memorial Stadium.

Lusky, who also played splen-
didly at quarterback and at safe-
ty, made another crucial punt
with 3:22 remaining that pre-
vented a possible two-point safe-
ty.

A snap sailed over Lusky's
hend and went into the end zone
where he picked up the bali and
kicked it rugby style to the CC
Troy's Tim Fralick, who had
10 catches for 140 yerds, made a
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started in 1976 with the Sham-
rocks, Bye, at Stevenson since
1975, needs 11 wins to reach the
same plateau.

The Titans are led by senior
tailback Michnel Tennessee, who
has more than 2,000 yards rush-
ing, including a high of 446
against Mt. Clemens Chippewa
Valley.

“If he gets shut down you have
ta go to someone else or keep try-
ing him,” Bye said. “With a team
os good as CC, you can't put any
number on anything. You don't
know if you can do anything
agninst that defense. Their
defenaive backs are big, strong
kids, not midgeta like our defen-
give backs.”

Stevenson also has an out-
atanding senior quarterback,
Kurt Hunganger, and a durable
wide receiver, Dave Dunlap.

Hunsanger also throws a lot to
hin fultback, junior Rod Hun-
sanger, and not just because he's

his brather.

As always, the Titans are big
across the offensive and defen-
sive linca and quick at the
lincbacker and secondary pos
tiona.

Secan Pavlik, a 6-5, 275-pound
senior, leads the offensive line.
Scott Martin, a 6-3, 255-pound
senior, i a standout on the
defensive line and at tight end.

“It looks like the same team,”
Mach said. “They have n great
back - we definitely have to stop
him - and one of the differences
is the quarterback is n yenr alder
and a lot better. Defensively
they're very similar to us. They
have a tradition, consistency in
their coaching staff and preduce
o great pruduct

Bye can’t say enough ahout
CC's versotile senior Dave
Lusky, who plays quarterback
and safety and also punts and
hondles most of the placekick-
ing. Lusky had a big game lnst

year ngainst Stevenson, playing

only in the defensive buckfield.

“The thing about Lusky was 1
noticed him last year as a frec
safety and I thought ‘What an
ideal size for a free safety,” ” Bye
anid. “He can run, come up and
hit you. We end up playing
at him, and he's making all
plays, and I'm thinking
“Wow this kid is really good.’
Then 1 found out he's the heir
apparent to quarterback and
he's done a great job at quarter-
back.”

He thinks junjor 1aitback John
Kava has b key to the Sham-
rocks’ offensive attack and isn't
sure how they'll defend senior
tight end Nick Brzezi

“Brzezinski's unbelievable,”
Bye snid. “A tight end who can
cateh it is really tough to defend.
Kava's been the guy who carries
the mail, nickel and dimes you.”

CC senior linebacker Casey
Rogaski has returned te 100

percent since suffering a presea-
son broken leg. If the Shamrocks'
front three of Jeremiah Hicks,
Jan Abshire and Lou Willoughby
don’t make a tackle, Rogowski
will,

Mach is hoping Abshire, -
injured in the 22-19 win over
Troy, can get in the lineup.

“Rogowski moves pretty well
even with a broken leg,” Bye
said, “Their down three are real-
ly quick, hard te block. You can't
get a piece of them. They're just
tough kids.”

The Shamrocks have gotten
solid blocking on the offensive
line from Broce Naysmith, Mike
Morris, Mure Frohm, Brian Par-
ent and Steve Deminguer.

DIRECTIONS TO GAME: Take 1-94
cast to the downtown Port Huron exit.
Stoy nght on business 69, pass a Super
KMart and ot the next light (24th
Street) take a Jeft. The stadium is about
ahalt aule dawn on the nght.

rallies to beat Troy, win regional

leaping eatch in the corner of the
end zone from 24 yards out with
2:58 left to cut Troy's deficit to
22-19,

John Kava blocked his second
extra point of the game to leave
the margin at three, and the
attempted onside kick went out
of bounds. The Shamrocks
picked up a first down on three
straight carries by Kava, wheo
finished with 128 yards in 29
carries and one touchdown, and
ran out the clock.

“Coach {Roy} Dudas says when
the ball gees over my head, gret it
out of there any way I can,” said
Lusky, who completed five of
seven passes for 84 yurds and
one touchdown and was sacked
four times. *You have to hand it
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to Troy. That's a great football
team, with a big line and
receivers and a grent querter-
back.”

Troy led 13-7 at balftime but
an interception by CC's Casey
Rogowski led to a 56-yard, eight-
play drive that put the Sham-
rocks ahend to stay.

A 26-yard pass from Lusky te
Jason Woehlke on third-and-6
tied the score at 13, and Lusky's
exten point put the Shamrocks
ahead 14-13 with 5:42 left in the
third.

“We saw they were in man cov-
erape, looked at each other and
all 1 did was lay it up for him
and he ran under it,” Lusky said.
“It was all him.”

Troy appeared to have recov-
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ered a CC fumble on a punt less
than two minutes later but the
referees ruled o Troy player
interfered with an attempted
fair cateh, giving the Shamrocks
passession,

CC responded with a seven-
play, 40-yard drive that was
capped by Kova's 2-yard run,
giving CC a 20-13 lend.

Troy cuach Gary Griffith didn't
agree with the penalty call,

“The (referce) on our side of
the field didn't have a clue all
game and he made the eall,”
Griffith said, "Tim (Fralick) is a
great athlete and you want your
top kids to play their best
aguinst the best. fle was one of
several guys who made big
plays, but we just needed ane
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more big pluy.”

Troy quarterback Mike Clin-
ton completed 14 of 31 passes for
189 yards, including 8 22-yard
pass to Fralick in the second
quarter that gave the Colts a
brief 13-0 lead.

CC responded with a 59-yard,
11-play drive capped by Rogows-
ki's 1-yard dive that cut the |
deficit to 13-7

The Colts scored their first
touchdown on a G-yard run by .
Matt Kroge in the first quarter
following his fumble recovery at

C’s 40. .

CC’s first scoring drive and a -
stingy p defense that allowed
Clinton to complete only five of |
17 second-half passes were key *
for the Shamrocks,
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