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;Knowing how to act cool in confronta-
tions, and how to resolve problems before
they intensify, is one goal of the conflict
resolution efforts going on in schools

ross the Farmington district. :

< And district official James Myers won-
ders whether the fate of a 16-year-old
Earmington High School junior might
Have been altered had he taken a differ-
enit approach during last Saturdny maorn-
ing's stabbing inci near Farmi

Nie Mile roads.

“The student was stabbed once in the
chiest, sustaining serious injuries to his
lung and heart.

>Several other students, from Farming-
ton High and the Farmington Alternative
Academy, were also reportedly involved in
the incident, which wne provoked by
luded mistaken iden-

lling and i

' " Help us celebrate!
ew store opening soon

B ‘The potential is there for
something to got out of hand.’

James Myers
—Schoo! official

tity, said police reports.

“It's one of those things,” said Myers,
who earlier this year left his longtime
position as Farmington High Scheotl prin-
cipal to become exceutive director of K-12
instruction and student services. “This
conflict resolution program that's
entrenched in cur schools is about how to
approaeh these problems, and (about)
what can happen when you handlo things
the wrong way.

“The potential is there for something to
get out of hand.”

Although the stabbing did not tnke
place on school property, the incident also

undorscored why the district is so
adamant about having a tough code of
conduct. “It's an example of why it's inap-
propriate to have things like a knife in
school,” Mycrs said.

The person who allegedly stabbed him
with a butterfly knife ~ a 24-year-old
Farmington Hills mon paroled in August
for a previous incident involving a knife,
according to policc — was subscquently
arrested on the M-6 bridge over Farming-
ton Road, with the help of Farmington
Hills police. N

William Marshall Ford was arraigned
Inter last Soturday, Nov. 7, in 47th Dis-
triet Coust, on ore count of assault with
intent to murder. Ford fuces a hearing in
47th District Court at 8:30 a.m. Friday.
Because of his eriminal history, n request
for bond was denied at the arraignment
and he was sent to the Oakland County

ail.
According to police reports, the victim

ould school district’s conflict resolution
have prevented teen’s stabbing?

and four other teenngers had apportuni-
tiea to leave the confrontation before it
turned trogic,

“When you think about the situation,
we havo a 16-year-old in the hospital for
nothing,” said Farmington Public Safety
Director Gary Goss lnat week. “If, at any
timo, the parties (would have) walked
away and let it go, nothing would have
happened.”

Tho victim was among five teens in a
car near Farmington-Nino Mile when onc
of them yelled obscenities at Ford, one of
two men walking alongaide the road.

The name-caller yelled at Ford because
she thought he was tho same guy who
carlier boat up another male friend -
somcene else who was riding in the car,
not the eventual stabbing victim.

But when Ford approached the car, the
girl realized she was targeting the wrong
person. He “continued to be irate,” polico
reports inued, despite an d

apology from the girl, and then
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seraped the side of the car with
his knife before he and the other
man crossed Nine Mile to a gas
atation.

At that point, the car followed
the two men, instead of leaving
the arca.

The victim was among asevernl
youths who got out of their vehi-
cles to confront Ford. Ensuing was
an angry verbal confrontation,
laced with profanities, and a
potential fight, police reports con-
tinued. But then, the knife was
pulled and the teen was stabbed.

Hills
woman
honored

.. Betti Pool of Farmington
Hills received a presti-
gious award from’ Keep
Michigan Beautiful, Ine.
during the state organiza-
tion's Oct. 22 Annual Con-
‘ferenco in Saginaw, for an
outstanding outdesr beau-
tification project, “For
Outstanding Contribu«
tions to Beautification.”

San Izznt, eenior envi-
ronmental engincer for
Genoral Motors' Delphi
Snginaw Steering Sys-
toms, was guest spenker
and presenter of 90
awarda at tha ovening

. banquet. . ,

Keop Michigan Boauti-
ful, Inc. is a non-profit
organization dedicated to
promoting and recognizing
beautification and envi-
ronmental ¢enhancemont
projects, It is operated by
50 volunteer board mem-
bera representing civic
groups, schools, business-
es, government agoocics
_and the genera} public
intereated in Michigan
outdvors beautifieation.
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