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Northeast Hills residents
worry about roads, traffic

By LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAVP WItTER
loconnor@oe.homecomm.net

If northeast Farmington Hills
residents arn not worried about
flooded basements, they're con-
corned about roads awash with
traffic.

Those who live in the arca
north of 10 Mile and cast of
Orchard Lake Rond shared their
views and listened to updates
from city officials during a quad-”
rant meeting at Fire Station No,
2 Wednesday.

The meeting is part of an ongo-
ing series in which clected offi-
cials and department heads give
updates and address issuos.
Traffic is one worry in the north-
enst where Northwestern High-
way cuts a swath.,

Residents on onc street eannot
turn onto Northwestern High-
way at peak timea. Another
building has gone vp.

“It's gotten worse,” said Faye
Fricdman of Stonewood Street.

Andy Nickelhoff, Council of
Homeowners Associntion presi-
dent, wanted to know about
development plans for the
Orchard Lake-14 Mile-North-
western trinngle.

A developer wants to build a
Super Kmart and condominiums
in the area. Financing is still a
hang-up, though.

“I can see tho traffic conges-
tion getting worse and affecting
other arteries like Middlebelt,”
Nickelhoff said of more develop
ment.

A consultant has been hired to
look at Northwestern and 14
Mile, soid Tom Binscll, Public
Services director, To expand
Northweatern Highway to 16
Mile will cost at least $50 mil-
lion. So far, $26 million has been
pledged toward the project,
Binsell said.

Another traffic solution would
be another interchange on 1-696,
particularly near Inkster Road,
Biasell said. Farmington Hills
and Southficld officials have
repentedly asked the Federal
Highway Administration to con-
sider the issue.

“I wish I could tell you it's
coming,” Biasell said.

The recently releaned Hills
Mobility Study addresses bottle-
necks and other traffic issues,
Biascll soid. Instead of major
reconstruction, the plan calls for
tweaking intersections with
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improvements such as ndditional
turn lanes and curb cuts.

The Rond Commission for
Oakland County adopted some off
the traffic study’s suggestions in
its plans, Biasell said.

Fleoding issucs appear related
to development. Binsell said the
city’s consultant is still trying to
determine the cause of 140 cases
of water seeping into buildings
in August, which caused several
thousands of dollars in damages.

He cited Orchard Place Conda-

CBITOARIES

RUTH K. SMITH

Ruth Kemnitz Smith, 79, of
Farmington died Nov. 12 at
West Bloomfield Nursing Cen-
ter,

She is survived by sons,
Warren (Judy), Richard
(Lindn) and Herbert (Linda)
bruther, Louis Kemnitz and
Walter Kemnitz; sister, Alma
Asche; and seven grandchil-
drea.

Funcral scrvices were held
Nov. 16 at the Spirit of Chrint
Lutheran Church in Novi with
the Rev, Thomas Scherger offi-
ciating. Arrangements were
made by Heeney-Sundquist
Funeral Home in Faymington.

Memorint contributions may
be sent to the Parkinson’s
Foundation.

he ¢ JAMES 1 TAPIN
miniums, where vehicles are James J. Tapin, 60, formerly
d h the buildi of Farmi died Nov. 15,

parked

in a flood plain. Scveral flooding
incidents were reported there.

“1 hope you're not thinking
about using tax money to fix o
problem where the developer
knew ahout the problem and
went ahend and built it anyway,”
said Ed Spring, who lives on
Springfield. “It goes back to
planning and infrastructure and
making sure those two are tied
together.”

residentinl to a special purpose
district, which allows for a day
care center or convalescence cen-

“It really doesn’t fit in,” said
Barry Brickner, planning com-
missioner. “It (the proposed facil-
ity) was kind of being jammed
into a residential neighborhood.

“They're looking to maximize
tho density by incrensing the
number of people ... but it
chanpges the character of the
ncighborhood. beeause it's in a
single family residential arca.”

Such a facility would cut off at
lenst 3% lota on Middlebelt from
the north, Peter Abowd said.

With delivery trucks and
ambulances going in and out,
traffic is also likely to increase,*
he added.

Proponents estimate only 10
cars would be on the lat.

FOOW.

Craft

4

10

248~47

820701700780 780 78078078

et St el

BLOIBNIBNIONIOOIENIS BIDIBOISBISDIBTIONIBOIBCT,

MERCY HIGH SCHOOL
Predents:
Christmas Arts

Friday, November 27, 1998

Admission %3
Saturday, November 28, 1998

S >~ Admission *2
29300 Eleven Mile Road » Farmington Hills, MI f
a

6-8020

“That figure is grossly under-
ecatimated,” Caroline Abowd said.

The Abowd family has lived in
the area for 30 years. A proposed
pasisted living center is only the
lateat development woe in the
last five years.

In addition to living across the
strect from n new shopping cen-
ter, the fumily put up with ongo-
ing construction with the Jain
Temple next door.

The ornate place of worship
opened this summer with a
weeklong celebration, which
drew Jain Socicty followers from
around the world.

“Though it's pretty, it’s not
something you want to live next
to,” Peter said.

The shopping center, which is
next to the once controversial
Timbercrest development, pre-
gents problems as well.

¢
:

s Shoew

PM -8 PM

AM -5 PM

ADIATID DDA IO I D PAID T IONID!

Enter on gate 2 off 11 Mile Rd., cast of Middlebelt

IO

ue
000,80 78TI8DIRGIBUS

Vehiclea dart in and out from
the center and garbage from the
parking lot occasionally blows
inta the yard, Caroline said.

The center’s owner, Frank
Jonna, has been concerned about
his neighbors, though. Jonna
_built a berm in front of the
Abowd property to deflect vehicle
lights from shining into their
home, Peter said.

He credits City Planning
Director Dale Countegan for
working residents and listening
to their concerns. Still, the devel-

opment tide appears to be
against existing homeowners.

“In the laat five years, the resi-
dents have been challenged mare
than the developers,” Peter said.
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Mr. Tapin was a
controller/treasurer for
Atlantic Associates Property
Maintenance in Formington
Hills. He held a black belt in
martial arts and was a U.S.
Army veteran.

He is survived by wife,
Joanne; rons, James and
Matthew; brother, Thomas
(Donna); sister, Mary (Nick)
Basiles; and 30 nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services were held
Nov. 20 at Our Lady of Sor-
rows Church in Farmington
with the Rev. Scott Thibodeau
and the Rev. Lauren O'Dea

Hilla.

Memorial contributions may
be sent to Camp Sancta
Maria, P.0. Box 338, Gaylord
49734.

RICHARD Q. ABOWD 5R.

Richard George Abowd Jr.;
74, of Farmington Hills died
Nov. 19 at Botaford General
Hospital in Frmington Hills.

Abowd, a long-time resident
of the Farmington area retired
in 1992 from the Ford Motor
Company
after 17
yoars where
helast
worked ns a

deaign engi-
neer. Prior
to Ford, he
worked as
an engincer
for Ethyl

Corpora-
tion. He was
a World War
HUs.
Army/Air Corps veteran, He is
a gradunto of the University of
Notre Dame and the Universi-
ty of Michigon where he
earned a master’s degree in
engineering. Mr. Abowd wasa
member of Qur Lady of Sor-
rows Catholic Church, the
Knights of Columbus, The
Large Family Club and the
Society of Automotive Engi-
neers. He also served on the
Parish Council nnd the School
Board.

He is survived by wife, Sara;
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Richarg Abowd

officiating. Arrang
were made by Thayer-Rock
Funeral Home in Farmington

sons, John (Janet), Anthony
{Michele), James, David
(Michacl), Stephen, Gregory
(Meghan) and Peter (Caro-

Nov. 16 at St. Colette Catholic

line); daughters, Elizabeth
(Thomas) Rockwell, Marypat
Abowd, Rosemary (Thomas)
Bchwendler, Michelle (Dennis)
Yoder and Paula (David) Sina-
cola; nisters, Peggy Shaker,
Patricia Saker and Mary Alice
Abood; and brothers, Thomas
and George; and 26 gracdchil-

Funeral servicea will be beld
st 10 o.m. Monday, Nov. 23, at
Our Lady of Sorruws Catholic
Church in Farmingron with
the Rav. Scott Thibodeau offi-
ciating. Visitation will beheld
from 2-9 p.m. today, Nov. 22,
at Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home io Farmington. A
prayer service will at-7:30 p.m.
at the funers] home.

Memorial contributions may
be sent to Botsford Kidney
Centar, 28425 W. B Mile, Livo-
nia 40162; or the Roadback
Foundation, 4985 N, Lake Hill
Drive, Delaware, OH 43015
VIRQIKLA L. FisH '

Virginia Leo Fish, 71, of
Farmington Hills, died Nov.
12 .

She is survived by busband,
Georye; daughters, Kathleen
(Harry) Gilbert, Deborah, and
Patricio (John) Dolski; sister,
Jean; and grandchildren,
George, Erin and Jordan, 3

Fuceral gecvices werc held

Church in Livenia. Arrange- b
ments were made by Neely- 4
Turowski Funeral Home in .
Livonin. .

Memorial contributions ray
bo sent to the Karmanos Can-
cer Institute.
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tion Commission sets that fig-
ure.

Time Warner and SWOCC are
negotiating a new franchise
agreement. The rate increhse
will no impacet on those talks,
said Caren Collins, SWOCC
exccutive director,

“Basically ratus are not an
issue of the controct because it in
something that is negotiated by
the FCC,” Collins snid. “Se I
guess I'd have to call those two
different things.
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B ‘We don't have any
authority in negotia-
tions to force them to
lower thelr rates.’

Caren Collins
—SWOCC director

“We don't have nny authority
in negotintions to force them to
Yower their rates.”

SWOCC does log complaints
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aver rate hikes and formally files:
with the FCC to investigate. Id:
1994, the FCC mnde the cabl¢
operator refund $133,050 to sub::
acribers in Farmington Hills;!
Farmington and Novi after rul
ing it overcharged for installas-
tion and service rates. :
Nielsen renlizes be's in the.
minority when it comes to coms!
plaining about cable rates.
“People don't do Loo much:
about it. They just keep paying
it,” he said. R
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