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Good job: The Harrison
and Farmington march-
ing bands are to be con-
gratulated for their hard
work in the past march-
ing season. They're
champs!/Al14
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Safety: A former firefight-
er presents “Fire Safety,”
a new video./B1

State champs: Farming-
ton Hills Mercy captured
the Class A championship
in girls’ swimming and
diving Saturday - its first
in 26 years./CL

State final: Farmington
Harrison will attempt to
defend its Class A football
championship Friday
against Hudsonville./C1

Holiday walks: It’s time for
the annual holiday home

* tours, including the'tour
to benefit Greenmead. /D6
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He defies the stereotypical image of a
erack user. Formington Hills police
believe the robbery for drug moncey
cose involving a 5G-yenr-old man
depicts the depth and desperation too
often associnted with the addictive nar-
cotic,

“It’s n gad scenario,” said police Chicf
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Crack addiction linked

A 56-year-old man faces charges in connection
with an armed robbery of a Total gas station
on 12 Mile and Halsted. He was arrested fol-
lowing a police chase.

3 Il

Bill Dwyer.

James Newton Ellis, 56, of Harrison
Tawnship is charged with one count of
armed robbery and flecing and eluding
in connection with a holdup at a Total
gas station on 12 Mile and Halsted
Sunday night.

Police arrested the man after a chase
in which officers pinned the suspect’s
station wagon on M-5.

The man, who is widowed with four

P
children and worked as an electrician
for 30 years, is a suspect in nt lenst
three other gas station robberics. He
has no prior criminal history, police
said.

He confessed to a Sterling Heights
robbery Nov. 19, which prompted a
two-day crack binge, police said. He
also tried to hold up a Clinton Town-
ship gas station,

“We believe he may have been
involved in more,” gnid Assistant Chief
Chuck Nebus, “especially if he is sup-
porting a $100-n-dny crack habit and
living out of his ear.”

At 9:15 p.m. Sunday, the man
entered the Tota) station. The 24-year-

Time Warner
says costs
are going up
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If cable subscribers were surfers, they'd
be face first on the beach nnd picking sand
from their Lecth,

They remain buayant despite the wave of
rate increases that keep crashing ashore in
monthly eable bills. The latest ia a recently
announced 4.6 percent raise starting Jan,

For average subscribers that means
$1,42 more a month.

Cable rates have crested 40 percent since
1990 and show no signs of letting up.

“It's just like any other business: Your
costs go up year to year,” said Tom Bjork-
lund, Time Warner regional vice president.
“Qur programming costs continue to go up
well beyond the rate of inflation.”

While not confirming or denying the 40
percent figure, which was calcuinted by

Southwestern Oakland Cable Cominission, .

Bjorklund contends the company has made
many improvements during the post cight
CAra.
Those include:
M Adding 15 to 20 new channels, includ-
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STORY BY DIANE GALE ANDREASS!
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irst-grade aulinary
Fuxpurtx at Kenbrook Ele-

mentary Schoel stirred up
a few gastronomic punches to
the traditional Thanksgiving
Day meal,

One Martha Stewart would-
be, Kelsey Wilcox, would serve
turkey.

“I would coak it up in the
oven on 30 for half an hour,”
Witcox said.

Koji Yamamoto, 6, plans to
have mashed potatoes and
“mashed” takes on a whole new
meaning.

I would get potatoes and
smash them in a pot with a
hammer and cook it and get it
out and eat it,” Yamamoto

said.

Nicholas Woods’ idea of 0
perfect Thanksgiving meal fea-
tures spaghetti. His prepara-
tion plans include putting o
pat on the stove, getting Dowls
out and voiln, there's dinner.

1f Chelsea Hoedl were host-
ing the holiday dinner, her
main course would be turkey
with side dishes of mash pota-
toes and salad, Pumpkin pie is
her chaice for dessert.

Mark Torres would also
serve turkey--baked for 130
hours. The other courses, he
said, would include salnd, soup
and milk.

“You're making me hungry,”
Torres said to classmates in
Debby Smith's reom of 18 stu-
dents.

Samantha Barash would
bake her turkey for 100 hours
and she would also serve an

ditionn) mash potatoes recipe,

“Mash the potatoes with
milk nnd dough and put them
in the oven,” Barash explained.
: Katy Rand wants to serve

~turkey.

I would put salt on it and
cook it six minutes with o little
temon juice nnd carrots.”

Alex Tobar would “cut a hole
in the turkey” for the stuffling.
“I'd put o little pepper and

snlt on for my dad and cook it
for five minutes,” Tobar added.

Chicken is the main course
for Andrew Nonahal.

“You tnke raw chicken and
put barbecue snuce en it and
put it on the barbecue-- fip it

Take out: Katic Blumberg avoids the hassles of cooking her
own turkey and orders out.

intercsting variution to the tra-
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i over, then 'd take it out and
i putit on a plate and warm it
bup.”
His specinlty, thong!
|

“Take some potatoes and cut
them up in boxes and covk
them in a pot and melt them
and make them squishy,” Non«
ahal gaid.

Joy Peterangelo would bake
turkey in the even for 50 min-
utes. She would also serve
stuffing, mashed potatoes and
pumpkin pie.

Senn Gardner has o different
technique: “Put it in the aven
for 15 minutes and put the
stuffing in the mouth,” he
added.

Appealing to all children
everywhere, Tom Gojeuj would
serve vanilla and chocolate ice
cream. Nutritional value aside,
the penparation tine can't be
beat.

“Put it in the refrigerator
and take it out,” he snid.

Kyle Milliman approaches
cooking as if it were a math
problem,

“Put it in the freezer and
cook it in two halves ar three
halves and add a little barbe-
eue sauce,” Milliman said.

Michelte Rubin ascribes to
the same culinary methods,
She wauld serve turkey sea-
soned with barbecue sayee and
baked for six hours,

Kyle Parent would make
turkey, mashed potataes with
wravy and butter; and for
dessert he would serve ice
cream moose tracks,

Jason Lenzi, 6, wants chick-
en and turkey with “my grand-

ma,”

Candice McKenziv would
serve turkey.

“I'd put it in the oven, like,
for 20 minutes and then V'd eat
rice that my mom buys,”
McKenzie said.

While everyone else is wor-
ried abowt recipes and cooking
time, Kntiv Blumberg would
take a fool proof approach.

*1'd go buy it alrendy done,”
Blumberg explained,

With all these ideas circulat-
ing the classroom, Wilcax
added: “It's going to be one ter-
rific Thanksgiving.”

Sean Gardnor
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robbery

old female employee, who was by her-
self and mopping the floor, told police
he asked for a toan. She laughed.

She realized he was serious when he
repented, “I said T need to toke out
loan. Give me all the cash in your reg-
ister. | have a gun in my pocket,”

She gave him all the money - $221~
in the drawer. He then told her to
kneel on the floor with her head down
while he fled. -

He drove away in a 1980s model sta-
tion wagon with wood pancling in the
rear. The cashier managed to get a
license plate number.

Please sce ROBBERY, A4
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He’s the
lifesaver
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Before Farmington Hills Fire
Department could start its Advanced
Life Support system, it needed a life-
saver.,

Kevin Bersche was 911 on the phone
list,

“T know I wouldn't have been able to
do it,” Fire Chief Rich Marinucci sutd.

Bersche, 39, who is the department’s
firefighter of the year, was working in
the private sector when Marinucci
phened him more than a year ago,

o emm————
B FIREFIGHTER OF
THE YEAR

The city’s public safety millage
passed, which allowed the department
to add Advanced Life Support to its
repertoire. The chief needed sameane
to put the picees in place.

“It pave me o chance to finish some-
thing I had heen pushing for many
years,” said Bersche, who was honored
at the department’s annual awards
dinner Nov, 20 y to Rich
all the time, ‘L 3

Lives have been saved. Sinee March
1997, the fire department has provided
the service to residents. .

Simply put, Advanced Life Support is

Plense sce FIREFIGHTER, AG
Teen’s family
gives thanks
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One thrust of an attacker’s butterfly
knife into the chest of 16-year-old
Jacob Dillard left Eim eriticnlly injured
and nenrly tore apart his Farmington
Hills family.

But this Thanksgiving, Jacob -
stabbed by n stranger near Nine Mile
Farmington roads on Saturday, Nov. 7
— and his family have o lot to give
thanks for,

First and foremost, Jacab healed well
enough from the puncture wounds to
hig heart and lung to finally leave

" Botsford Hospita! on Monday, Nov. 16,

and return home. Since then, he hns
continued recupernting while at the
same time reconnecting with parents
Jerry and Ruth and three ngs.

“A lot of them (Thanksgivings) céme
around where it's ‘Ol, it's Thanksgiv-
ing,’ " snid Ruth Dillard cariier this
week. *This is definitely one we feel we
have a lot to be thankful for. Even he
{Jacob) said so himsell.”

Munday, however, Jacob did not
want to be interviewed. His mom said
he still is very sore and “gets really
tired.”

Her son survived what obviously
coutd have been a fatal injury. The Dil-
lards haven’t forgotten about that in
the days since Jacab left the Tospital,

“It's made a big difference in just
renewing that emotional bond that you
have with a child,” Ruth Dillard said.
“As they get older, the gap (between
parent and child) grows.

“But when something like this hap-
pens, you just grab holil of all the feel-
ings you had when they were younger
and dependent on you. You can see
that come out on buth sides, tov. It's
definitely bronght us closer.”

——
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