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Money a primary (but taboo) marriage problem

—dJoe and I have "Tesr—ters
RELATIONSHIP
been married for EALTIER

energy, and a currency between partners.
Indeed morringe forees each of ug to become
e ) H

26 years. Wo have a
wrelt family, wondorful
friends and a beautiful
house. The only thing we
consistently argue about
is moncy. Every month
when our Visa bill
arrives, Joo opens it and
‘has a fit! While he claims
1 handle the money, he
yells and questions cvery
purchase. I never over-
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ly interdey Your
brings the tapic out of the closet!

Most difficultics can represent conflicts
from childhood nnd/or struggles for a balonce
of power in your marringe. First, ag individu-
als, we may have very definite ideas nbout

earns the most, controla the money and its
decision-making power. Wanting equnlity
but fecling powerless and angry, the other
partner gets even. Revenge, conscious or
unconscious, can be expresscd in many ways
such ns withdrawing sexunlly, becoming ill,
Josing valuable items, or wrecking the family
car.

how moncy should be earned, d and
spent. Ench can trigger frustration and an
internal struggle. The struggle depends
Iargely on how money was used in our family
of origin and our personnl reaction to the
money we received.

spend, but his tantrum

makes me feel angry and like a child. I
love Joe, ’m committed to my marriage,
but I'm frustrated.

long with sex, in-laws and children,

married couples rank money as one of

A their primary problems. While a

source of chranic conflict, the subject is fre-

quently veiled in secrecy. It may be surpris-

ing to discover that meney is more of a taboo
10pic of conversion than is sex.

While courting, we'ge likely to share past
aexual experiences and never mention
money. Yet, we can't deny that money is at
tho base of marital and family life; a form of

For example, let's take the woman growing
up in a family where dad expressed love
through gifts of clothing, but showed little
physical or verbal expression of affection. As
an adult, this woman may rush out to buy
herself clothing any time she fecls depressed
or unloved.

Sccond, whether inherited or carned,
money rep pawer in a relationshi
The amount one person earns in comparison
with their partner’s income establishes rela-
tive power. Ideally, partners strive to main-
tain a relationship where neither feels sub-
missive or dominant, but instead respected
a3 equals,

However, all too often, the spouse who

X in] compatibility does
not come naturally, It is o difficult process
thnt must be negotinted and renegotiated.
Resolution requires self-nwareness, a will-
ingness to understand your partner, and
honest communication. This is truly the
“work” of a relationship.

No matter who earns the money, or which
partner carns more, the spirit within the
relationship can shilt from one of competi-
tion to onc of collaboration. While T can not
offer n universal solution to the problem, 1
urge you to take n deep breathe, put love in
your heart, nnd talk to Joe.

Bloomficld Hills resident Anita Taylor is
one of two therapists whe alternate inwriting
this relationship column, She is a psycholo-
gist and certified Imogo Relationship Thera-
pist in Birmingham. Questions for her may
be sent fo: Anita Taylor, Suburban Life, The
Eccentric, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham 18009,

How to submit wedding, engagement, anniversary announcements

Residents of the Birmingham-
Blgomficld, West Bloomficld and
Southficld areas should send
engagement, wedding, anniver-
sury or birth information, with
or \vithout photograph, to: Attn
Brides, The Eccentric, 806 E.
Maple, Birmingham 48009,

Rochester arens should send
information to The Eceentric,
400 Water Street, Suite 203,
Rochester 48307,

Residents of the Farmington
aren should send information to
the Farmington Observer, 33411
Grand River, Farmington, MI
48335.

Preprinted forms that outline

the information needed for your
or wedding

coment are avuilable at Observer

& Eccentric offices.

For engagement anpounce-
ments, please submit at least 45
days before the wedding.

Black and white, 5x7 photas

are preferred, but color photos
and other sizes will be aceepted.

If you have questions regard-
ing your announcement, call Sue
wills in Birmingham at (248)
901-2560; Debbie Douglas in
Rochester at (248) 6517575, or
Katie McManus in Farmington
at (248) 477-5450,
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WEDDINGS AND ENGAGEMENTS

Seelinger-
Szczepanik

Kimberly Ann Szezepanik and
Wallace Bradley Seelinger were
married Oct. 3 ot St. Stanislous
Cathalic Church in Bay City.

The bride is the daughter of
Mr. Wm. Szezepanik of Suginnw
Township and Mry. Darlence
Kalabar of Bay City.

The groom is the son of Mrs.
Carol Peters of Bay City and Mr,
John Seelinger of Grand Rapids.

A reception waos held at Ash-
mnn Court in Midland. The new.
lyweds honeymooned un a cruise
through the Mediterrunesn and
the Greek Islands. They ore
making their home in White
Lake.

Chrostek-Sowers

Mr. and Mys. David Chrostek
of Birmingham announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Karin Joy, to David Christapher
Sowers, son of John and Terri
Sowers of Hidnlgo, 11,

The bride-te-be is a graduate
of Seaholm High School and iy
attending Michigan State Uni-
versity.

Her fiance is  graduate of the

i ity of Illinois and will he
oned nx an officer in the
Nuvy State Navy whereupon he
will report to flight school.

A Juue wedding is planned.

Residents of the Troy and
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Fletcher 50th

Mr. and Mrs. Zane R,
Fleteher of Daleville,
Ind. will celebrate their
50th anniversary on
Nov. 27 in Rochester,
with their son, Cary E.
¥Fletcher, family and
friends.
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