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BASKETBALL

clrips

'l‘vm tenms collided and spun
off into epposite dircctions at
Moidday's Class A girls basket-
ball- regional at Novi High
Schigol. But it didn't take n final
shot, or even a final quarter, to
decide which team was headed
in which dircction Tuesday.

‘This game was over early.
19-jjoint first half by Kim chln
propelled a high-flying West
Bloamficld team to a surprising-
ly ¢nsy 53-38 victory over Ply-
moyth Salem, sending the Lak-
ers {now 19-4) into the regional
finnl against Birmingham Mari-
an at 7 p.m. tonight at Novi.

‘The result sent Salem packing
with an 18-6 mark.

“We couldn't mnke anything
gu,* said Rocks’ coach Fred
Thomann, “We migscd our inside
shoty, we missed our perimeter
shots, we missed our frec throws
Agninst a high-level team
ke-thiy, you can't do that.

1il

“Eardy in the game, we had
somje great looks at the basket.
We junt couldn't get them to
ﬁl"u

West Bloomfield — Kilpela in
particular — had no such prob-
iem, Two-and-a-half minutes
into the second half, the ‘tide
started to turn in the Lakers'
favor, and it never altercd direc.
tion again.

Kilpeln was the key. The 6-
foot-1 senior followed her eight-
paint first quarter by gcoring 11
more in the second, nine of them
coming in a decisive 18-2 run.

A basket by Salem’s Tiffany
Grubaugh had given the Rocks o
17-13 lend with 5:43 left in the
half. Jen Kristensen answered
with n threc-pointer 13 seconds
later, and West Bloomfield was
off and running.

Any good tenm hay stretches of
guperb play in a game; that's
what mukes them good. The
Lakers' 20-6 run in that final
5:30 of the sccond quarter was
their game-winner; Salem’s
problem was, it could never find
[an answer,

“We wanted to play an up-
tempo game against them, to see
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how they'd play agninst pres-
sure,” said West Bloomfield
coach Lance Davis. “We thought
we could wear them down.

“Our focus was tremendous
tonight. We cun do some things
better . . . We can score a little
more from the perimeter, But
our focus is right where I want it
to be”

The Racks, trailing 33-22 nt
the half, did bave a chance in the
second half to get back in it
Kilpela, who didn't have a foul in
the first half,’had three before
the third quarter was four min-
utes old and went to the bench.
But by then, Salem's offense way
MIA; the Lokers limited the
Rocks 10 just threv third-quarter
points on 1-of-9 flaor shooting.
Salem contributed to its own
demise by converting just 1-0f-7
from the frec-throw line and
making cight turnevers,

West Bloomfield had incrensed
its k1-point halftime cushion to
19 points after three — all while
turning the ball over seven times
in the quarter.

Kilpcla, who's committed to
the University of Buffale, fin-
ished with 24 points. When she
got the ball at the low post, she

Marian advances

BY JOF, KYRIAKOZA
STAFF WIUTER

It’s been n coach'’s nightmare
since Dr, James Naismith laced
up the sneakers.

When your talented group of
athletes has a not-so-talented
team staring from the other end
of the court — especially in the
playofls — the plnyuﬂ' fire isn't
exactly there.

It scared Blrmmulmm Marian
cench Mary Lillic-Cicerone, cape-
cially in the first half, hut her
Mustangs’ second-half press
caused numerous turnovers and
pushed them to a 6948 triumph
over Detroit Northern Monday in
the first round of the Class A

iopal basketball

akers romp past Rocks

was unstoppable, even when
triple-tenmmed, Heather Rob-
bins added 10 points and Lisa
Copeland gcored sevel

Grubaugh's 17 points paced
Salem, Christine Phillips added
nine. Andren Pructt, the Rocks’
best inside scorer, was sick and
for the most part ineffective
throughout the game,  key fac-
tor in the final result. Pruett
stored just two points.

“We've played some mnlly
tough competition this scason,”
noted Davis, “We've |mpru\c|l
our schedule, so that in games
like this we're better prepared.
No matter how far we get down,
we don't get rattled. We've
Ienerned how to handle adversi-
ty better.”

That resolve will be tested
tonight against Marian (21-3),
the team that climinated West
Bloomficld in the regionals Inst
year. “They match up to us pret-
ty well,” Davis said of the Mus-
tangs. “But I think we have
expericnce on our side, and we
have the motivating factors on
our side.”

If the Lakers exccute the way
they did against Salem, Marion
could be in for a long night.

remaemeeman s —
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pressed hard in the second half,
snaring 13 of 18 stenls in the
second half and converting them
into fast-break buckets.

Marian's victory puts them in
position to tnke on n hot West
Bloomficld squad. The teama
square off 7 p.m. today at Novi
High School.

The first 15 minutes of play
was n back-and-forth hattle, but
Marian, down two with 38 sec-
onds to go in the half, scored
eight unanswered points. A
spark by freshman Katie Solner
boosted Marian, as she drilled a

at Novi High School.

“We were just flat,” Lillio-
Cicerone 6aid. "We tricd some
different things and we got after
it better in the second half.

“They were looking past
Northern. [ got after them on
their lack of intensity on
defense.”

And the 21.3 Mustangs

Crusaders

BY BRAD EMONS
STAFF WRITER
bemons@oc.homecomm.net

Livonia Ladywood gave a bet-
ter account of itself in its Class A
regional meeting Monday night
with girls basketball power
Detroit Martin Luther King.

But the Blazers will have to
wait again until next year as the
Crusnders’ front line, led by 6-
foot-2 junior Ovlina Lewis, was
Jjust too strong.

Lewis had 24 points and 17

the finals of the Dearborn High
reglonnl wnth a 59-43 win over
Ladyw

ng (2.’] 2) will face off for the
fourth time this season agoinst
Public School Leugue rival
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rebounds as King advanced to '

th inter from between mid-
court and the three-point line at
the halftime buzzer, putting
Marian up 31-25.

Marinn’s second half attack
revolved around getting the ball
to 6-3 senior center Nicole Anae-
jionu, who had a considerably
smaller player gunrdlng her,
Anucjionu eashed in and scored
six third-quarter points to lift

Reglonal actlon: West Bloomfield's Lisa Co,
Lnocks the ball away from Andrea Pruett

Srur ml DY PAUL HURSCHMANN
eland {left)
onday.

to regional final

the Mustangs to their biggest
fend of 45-35.

Marian increased its lead to ay
many as 14 (55-41) with 3:09
remaining in the game and salt-
ed awny the victory,

Anacjionu took some time
before taking advantage of her
gize, much to the dismay of Lil-
lie-Cicerone, who knows she has
the ability to dominate the paint.

“She's got to go to the hagsket,”
Lillie-Cicerone said. “The girl's
got moves. They finally got her
the ball.”

The steady play ul' senior Kel-

ever,” Lillie-Ciceronc said, refer-
ring to Solner’s ability to play
point guard since rcguh\r starter
dJnsmin MacAlpine is out with a
senson-ending injury. “She's my
anly true point guard.”

Marinn's next task wan't be as
easy, as the Lakers, who domi-
nated a strang Plymouth-Salem
team, will out-size the Mustangs
with three 6-footers to Marinn's
one — Amu:]mnu Anacjionu has
owned opposing defenders dur-
ing Marinn's ployoff run, but she
drew undersized ployers in most
of her match-ups. The toughest

hall of the season now lies

lic Byers i for n team-
leading 15 points while Anae-

jionu followed with 12 points, 12

rebounds and seven steals.
Junior Crystal Andrews helped
with nine points and sophomore
Sarah Cashen played solid
defensively with sceven rebounds
and three steals. Solner's contri-
butions resulted in nine points
and three steals, and Lillie-
Cicerone was impressed with the
froshmnn’s ability to come off the
bench and provide a boost.

*We need her now more than

in front of the Mustangs.

“(West Bloomficld) has good
inside players,” Lillie-Cicerone
said. “We're gonna honve to pro-
tect the paint.”

But she still has concerns
about lier team's hot-and-cold

Iny.

“That's been o big problem all
year,” ghe said. “One night we're
awesome, one night we're not.
But here we are 21-3 and I'm
compluining. But that's me, I'm
always complaining.”

too tall, tough for Blazers, 59-43

Detroit Western in Wednesday's
chnmpmnshxp gnme at Dear-
born. (Game time is 7 p.m.)

Western defeated Detroit Cody
in the first game of the double-
header, 64-46.

Ladywood, a 66-28 loser to
King in last year's regional final
at Southfield, bowed out at 13-11
overall,

But the Blazers played a
scrappy game for four quarters
and protected the basketball bet-
ter (21 turnovers) than the 1997
game against King.

Offensive rebounds — 23 for
K.mg — and poor outside shoot-
ing by tho Blazers — 16 of 68
from the {loor (27.5 percent) —
led to Ladywood’s undoing.

“When we watched them
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agninst Bishop Foley they got 22
offensive rebounds,” Ladywood
conch Andrea Gorski said. “You
can't give them two or three
shots, A lot of times we had
them boxed out, but they'd jump
over us and tip it to somebody
clse.

The 6-2 Lewis had help from
teammate Stephanie Solomon, o
6-2 junior who finished with 14
points, and 6-foot senior Natha-
nin Howard, who scored cight.

King led 16-10 after ane quar-
ter and increased their margin to
36-16 at intermission,

In the third quarter, Lewis
scored all 12 of King's points,
including a bucket with 2:47 left
in the period for the Crusaders’
Dbiggest lead of the night, 48-20.

Lodywood refused to quit,
seoring the next nine points
capped by Elena Sventickas’ two
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free throws to make it 48-29
after three quarters, The Blazers
outscored King 14-11 in the final
quarter.

“In our half-court defense we
forced them to take the shots we
wgnted and I felt our defense
stayed with them, even when we
had to go man-to-man in the sec-
ond half,” Gorski said. “And 1
thought we handled their pres-
sure fine and got the shots we
wanted.

“But mentally we were a little
rushed and we couldn’t knock
our shots down. If we had hit the
threes early it would have been
closer.”

Senior guard Erin Hoyden,
playing her final game as a Blaz-
er, scored a team-high 14 points.

Sophomore Michelle Harnkas
was the only other Blazer in dou-
ble figures with 10 points.
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