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] FOOTBALL

" Within the Rockford Files is a
“ghme that certninly catches the
~“attention of Detroit Catholic
“Oentral football players, if not
mukes them overcenfident, head-
ing into the Class AA state
chiampionship game,

Rockford brings un 11-1 record
nto its first-ever state finals
‘appearance, with the only loss to
Birmingham Brother Rice, 41-
14, in the regular-season finale,

-A Rockford File that lacked
syspense is o hend scratcher
tiegnuse Rice is a team CC han-
ded with ense, 35-14, in the
third week of the season.
-Comparative scores nlonc
should make the Shamrocks pro-
Hibitive favoritea but CC couch
Tom Mach prefers to focus on
what Rockford has done lately,
baating three playoff opponcents
by a combined score of 114-35.
The Rams reached the state
finnl with a 48-7 semifinal win
Saturday over Lake Orion.

2CC, a five-time state champion
ing ta become the first Class
AA team to win consccutive
state titles, will battle Rockford
at' 1 p.m. Saturday at the Ponti-
pe Silverdome,

<:“Any time you get to a semifi-
nal game and beat someone 48-7,
that's got to wake up a lot of peo-
ple,” snid Mach, who's probably
plso reminded his players that
Rice's preseason all-state quar-
terback candidate Tim Craddock
played agninst Rockford but not
tgainst CC beeause of o knee
{ijury. “I talked to (Rice conch)
fx_l (Fracassn) and he said they
just caught them at a time when

they had just made the playefTs
and Rice was still fighting teo get
in. Looking at them, it might
have been a great thing for them
becouse they're playing greot
right now. Losing somotimes
motivates you better than a win.

“They look very good. They do
1 lot of different things, throw ail
over the field and put a lot of
pressure on yeur defense. Their
quarterback is very good, very
mobile.”

Rockford coach Ralph Munger
was asked what he said to his
players after the Rice loss,

“We've got another football
game and it's back to work,” he

said.

Rockford's defense has allowed
nearly 300 yards per game,
which sounds inviting if you're n
CC offensive lineman or running
back, but the defense was Ram
tough agninst an impressive
Lake Orion offense.

The Rams led 34.0 at halftime
and Lake Orion quarterback
Darren Tooley, a Division 1
prospect, was sacked several
times, completing only six of 24
passes with two interceptions,

That said, the Rams are play-
ing the Shamrocks, who had a
pair of runners, Casey Rogowski
and John Knva, rush for more
than 100 yards each against
highly-regarded Sterling Hcights‘

St in a 35-2%
victary.

The line, led by junior guards
Mike Morris and Steve

Dominguez, has scldom been
better.
Munger lost to Grand Rapids

Catholic Central in a Class B
scmifinal one year when he wos
coach at Frankenmuth, but
knows this CC isn't an identical
twin.

It’s probably fur more power-

ul.

“CC is obviously a very good
team, well conched, very funda-
mentat, nnd makes very few mis-
takes,” Munger snid.

The Rams have made the play-
offs in five of Munger's seven
years, including three straight
trips to the semifinaly.

The school has a new football
atadium that is routinely filled
with severa! thousand fans. A
big following might be the best
cqualizer Rockfard has against
cu

“We've got a great following
and we're very blessed that
way,” Munger said,

A lot of high scheal followers
thought Rockford’s team last
year, led by all-state quarter-
back Mike Segard, would end up
in the finals, Rockford was upsct
by Ann Arbor Huron in the semi-
finals, 17-14.

“It was n powerful team, prob-
ably the best we had in quite a
while,” Munger sind. “That was
last year and now we're playing
with 1 new group of guys.”

Senior quarterback Dan
Richard leads Rockford on
offense, completing 76 of 135
pasges for 969 yards and seven
touchdowns with four intercep-
tions. Four of his receivers have
ot lenst nine catches and Court-
ney Yon leads with 15 receptions
for 148 yurds.

The Rams run the ball by com-
mittee with Chris Maksim lcad-
ing the way with 418 yards in 61

Mach earns 200th win as
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*Detroit Catholic Central foot-
ball conch Tom Mach is pleased

with where he's at, and absalute-

going.

A 35-21 win over Sterling
Heights Stevenson before 6,000
fans on Saturday at Port Huron
Memorial Stadium put Mach at
200 carcer wins and, more
importantly, sends CC back to

the Pontinc Silverdome to defend
its Class AA state championship.
Mnch, 200-42 in 23 seasons,
became the 25th conch to reach
200 wins and he did it faster
than any other coach.
Stevenson, which hos lost to

Rockford stands between CC and repeat

carries (for a 6.9 yard average
per carry), and five others gain-
ing more than 200 yards.

The defense is led by senior
Luke Botsis (5-11, 225) and
junior Mike Lundberg (6-foat,
190), both inside linebackers.
Lundberg lends the team in
tackles.

“The heart of any defense is

Brulsing fullback: Senior Casey Rogowskhi score
35-21 semifinal victory over Sterling Heights Steve

the linebackers,” Munger said.
Rogowski, vut the first four
weeks with a broken leg, hos
become the leader of the CC
defense at inside lincbacker. He
had 16 tackles last week and is
there if the Shamrocks' out-
standing front three of Jeremiah
Hicks, Lou Willoughby and John
Abshire don’t make the tackle.

BTAFT IMUOUTO BY BRYAN MITURELL

d five touchdotwns Saturday in CC’s
nson in Class AA.

“I was real huppy with Casey's
running, the way he played both
offense nnd defense,” Mach said.
“He's come n long way back.

“Those three guys (Abshire,
Hicks and Willoughby)} are as
good as we've had as down three
together. They're nat as big as
we've had but are very good in
terms of mobility.”

Shamrocks smash Titans

CC in three of the last four semi-
finals, toak the first lead on a 41-
yard touchdown pass from quar-
terhack Kurt Hunsanger to Jesse
Lombardo with 8:48 left in the
first quarter.

But the Shamrocks responded

Thankééiving Greetings from your

Neighborhood Businesses

Michigan's Largest Health
Food Supermarket

we afe selling for your
health, tendes Amish Free

i} { GOOD FOOD CO.,

would ke to give Thanks 1o the surounding
Metzopolian Area of Detroit and wish them a
Tranksghving, AS 3

appredation

JOE'S
PRODUCIE
33152 W, 7 Mil»
Livonia ¢ 248-477-4333
Happy Holldays
& Bost Wishes
to Our
ustomers

Thanks to all o slor |
thelr patronage 8, wishing them a | '
Happy Thanksglving H

NEW PEKING

RESTAURANT
29105 Ford Rd.
Garden Clty, M1

(734) 425-2230

i
f

throughout the year!”
Happy Holldays to all
& your families...

Amantea

Garden City, Mt
734-421-1510

“Thank You for your patronage |

Restaurant
32777 W, Warren

Happy Thanksgivin,
To OE?Cllents &Sfriehgds

Kmnights Inn
37527 Grand River ¢ Farmington Hills

Call us foe teservations.
(248) 477-3200

T APPLIANCE
32431 Ford Rd. »Garden City, M1
(734) 425-1790

Cook your turkci/
In one of Qur
Ovens!

BROSE

L) ELECTRICAL

Your Lighting Store

Monday. Tesday, Wednesday, Saturaay 9:30-6:00
Thursday 8. Friday 9:30-8:00

37400 W, 7 Mlle Road + Livonla, M1 48152
8 (313) 464-2211 :

THANKSGIVING DINNER
a RAM’S HORN
7020 N. Wayne » Westland
includes: Roast Turkey with '
Dressing, Soup & Salad, Vegetable,
Potato or Yams, Roll )]
& Butter, and for
dessert ous famous.
Pumpkin Plet

-

with 21 unanswered points and
led 21-14 at halftime.

The first CC scoring drive
came after Stevenson jumped
offsides on fourth down during a
Shamrocks’ punt at midfield.
The penalty gave the Shamrocks
earned a first down and five
plays later, senior fullback
Cascy Rogowski scored the first
of his five touchdowns on a 30
yard run with 1:43 left in the
first quarter.

“We work on that (drawing
teams offisides),” Mach said. *We
learned that from (former Fard-
son conch)-Charlie Jestice, who
did it to us in 1979 and have
used it ever gince.”

Rogowski alse scorer on runs
of 5, 2, 5 and 5 yards and fin-
ished with 115 yards in 24 car-
ricy. His backfield mote, junior
John Kava, added 136 yords in
19 carries.

“The conches gave me the
opportunity and I felt 1 could do
the job,” Rogowski said. “This is
very special (Mach's 200 victory).
He deserves it. I think he's one
of the best conches in the state,
or the country.”

Stevenson’s star back Michnel
Tennessee was held to 47 yards
in 10 carries, 30 coming on one
carry. Tenncssed also caught
three pagses for 22 yards.

Hunsonger finished 19 for 36
through the air for 225 yards,
including n 20-yard touchdown
pass to Dave Dunlep with 12
seconds left to cut the final
deficit to 14, Dunlap, who fin-
ished with six catches for 77
yards, nlso caught o 6-yard TD
pass from Hunsanger near the
end of the firat half.

Stevenson coach Rick Bye hos

heard tolk that this is Mach's
best team ever ~ and he tends to
believe it.

“When they walked on the
field I got a real good picture of
how big they are,” Byc said.
*They're tall but they're
together. They pride themselves
on stopping the run and Michuel
is a great boek but he’s not
Superman. His picture has been
plastered all around in the
media. You don't think it's hang-
ing up in teams' locker rooms?”

With CC ahead 21-14 ears,
the third quarter, senior defen-
sive back Justin Cessonte made
a key play, stripping the ball
from a Stevenson recciver at the
CC 35 after a 21-yard gain.

Cessante made the tackle,
strip and recovery, ending a
potentinl Stevenson scoring
drive.

The Shamrocks moved the ball
into Stevenson territory but the
drive ended nt the 25 when
Stevenson’s Dan Manduzzi
recovered a CC fumble.

CC quarterback Dave Lusky
completed four of 13 passes, all
to Nick Brzezinski, for 81 yards
and the last was the biggest.

With CC still ahead 21-14 and
facing a third down and eight
late in the third quarter, Lusky
dropped back to pass. He was
nearly sacked but on his way
down heaved n strike to Brzezin-
ski, who was tacklcd at Steven-
son’s 17. Four plays later,
Rogowski scored on a 5-yard run
for a 28-14 lead with 10:60
remaining.

CC toak its biggest lead of the
game, 35-14, after Rogowski
scored on anather 5-yard run to
cap a 14-play, 68-ynrd drive.

PMS?

Pre-Menstrual Syndrome?

RESEARCH STUDY

7. Your input wi

Tell us about how PMS affects your life.
Women between the ages of 18 and 49, who have
PMS symptorus, are needed for smali group
discussions and one-on-one interviews in the
Southfield mulmrolitan area on Monday, December

| shape a national program to help
women understand and cope with PMS.
If you are available for a confidential, 45 to 60
minute interview or group discussion during the
alternoon or evening of
Monday, December 7 - please call
Market Strategies, Inc.

1-800-444-0204, extension H279
between 9 a.m. and 9 pm.

Qualified participants will receive $50.

HEE Market Strategies
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