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GRID NOTES

HECKUVA COMEDACK: Hudsonville
was 1.8 lust year but repounded to hove
o fipo senson, Furthermoto, the Englas
losttheir 1898 opener 16 Jension, o Class
AA playoll quolitier, but have won their
(ast'11 gaines in a row.

“tast year we weron't as bad Bs it
looked,” conch Davo Dutom said. “Wo
hod 12 kids miss gumes becauso of
injuries, cligibility 04 linesses. Wo had
an awlul lot of good tatent sitting on 1he
benth, Inctuding our toilback, quarter-
back and severat linemen,

~playingt in the conference we do (0K
ihfo). there oro no weak eams. This
year tha last-place team won both aon-
conference games, Inlcuding beatlng tha
chaplon of anather conterence. Most
conferences just don't havo that,

“e hod one of thase years when any-
hing, thot coutd go wrong did g0 weong.
o hod 10 years of bad luck 1 one year.
Autlit gave a jot playing time 10 young
»ids who weren't iepdy ot that point. It
nurl us 1ast year and is paying off this

yean”

TENISON REVISITED: “Weo hod two
backs over 100 yards,” Duram sald. *Wo
rmaved tho bal) up and down the ficld and
sl ourselves in the foot with penalties
and, slily littie mistakes ot the wrong
time,

«Jenison has n good program and when
wa [ooted ot the film wa felt pretty good
about outselves. It wasn't tike last year
whon we gidn't have the horses ond
c2uldn't mateh up. If we could eliminate
the mistakes, we thought we could have
apretly good season.”

UNRANKED, UNKNOWN: \hile Farm-
Ington Harrison has been tanked Ho. 1 alt
yeoi in Class A nnd cven nationally by
USA Today, Hudsonville's Eagles went
through the season virtually unnaticed,
no Qoubt due in part to losing thele first
game.

“Hobrody paid sny attenton 10 us until
the ‘eighth o Rinth game, when people
rcalized wo hod @ decent team.” Duram
said. *We haven't blown too many people
away. Wo've sctaped and clawed.

“\Wo have a group of kids who lovo
playing footbalt, We're not a bunch of
trerpendous athlotes but kids who like
playlng ond work hard, We haven't been &
big powerhouso as far as pulting 2 lat af
polnts on the board. We've just played
2004, tough football,

*This might be one of the most Intelfi
gent group of atdletes we've ever had.
We can moke adjustmients with them
1nat in years past we wouldn't have tricd.
They really enjoy playing the game, fear
ing and studylng (he gome.”

LINEBACKER HIGH: That's how Hud-
sonville HIEh is knowa o the Grand
Rapids area becauso of its history of pto-
ducing outstanding lincbackers.

Formar Rudsonville greats include Ray
Bentley (Centrat Michigan, Michigan Pan-
thers, Butfalo Bitfs), Jocl Smeenge (West-
etn Michigan, New Ortcans Salnts, fach-
sonville Jaguars), Mike VonderBeek (Uni-
versity of Michigon), Chris \Wiso (Central
Michigan) and Greg Duggins (Michigan
State),

DURAM ON HAWKS: “They'ro Just an

awesome team,” he ssld. “Tho caach
down thete hos to ba ono of the bottes
coaches In tho country. He consistently
turns oul good teams. They'ce well
conched. | on’t sco them make mis:
1okea.

*From our point of view, out kids love
challenges ang alt year 1hey've had 10
faco teams that nre pretty damn good. |
don't think wa've seen anyobdy quite this
rood.

“But | toll the Kids we have no control
over how £0od the other teom is. All we
can coatro! 15 how good we are,”

COACHES® RECORDS: Cave Duram Is
2118 in four yeors ot Hudsonville, The
Engles qualified for tho playoffs onco pre:
viously In 1993 In Class BB,

Harrlson coach Jotn Herrington Is 260
54.1 In 20 yeats at Haalson. Herrngton,
58, loughed when asked if he's thought
about No. 300 yet.

“We'ro Just thinking sbovt 261," ho

said.

The Howks aro 46-8 In the ployolls
wilh elght state titles ard o record 12
sppeotances in the stote finals, including
1hrea straight and six i the last cight
years,

-Our ployolf record overall (5 some-
thing wa toke pride in, becouse our wina
ond tosses against the best teams aro
very good,” Heerington sald. “That proves
you have o good program when you can
win in the state tourasment,”

ALL IN THE FAMILY: Sonjor Ricky
Brynnt hopes to match older brother
#evin, who played on back-toback stato
champlonship teams at Harrison In 1993-
94. Bryont, who has played the cquivo-
lent of five-plus scasons, has sterted
overy game sinco ha was 8 freshman, and
Friday's gomo wilt ba his 49th In a row.

Senlor Dave Pesci coutd bo the first in
his family to play on buck-1oback champi-
onship teoms, His brothers, Mike (1991}
2nd Joo (1993) were key players on win:
ning tooms 03 seniors,

Senior Matt Turaey |5 the fitst ton to
follow in his father's footsteps ond ploy
tor Harrison. Tim Tutney was o 1wo-yoear
varsity player (1972-73) and 1974 grodu-
ate of Hutrison. Tim, & fullbock and
linebacker, wos In the first group to play
all four years ot Barrison, which opened
in 1970. Matt’s mother, Janat Turney. IS
0 1975 Hardson gradualo ond was a tour-
yeor member of the school's checrieading

squad.

HOAD NEARS RECORD: It would
requlre an exceptional gome Friday, but
Harrison senior linebacker Mike Hoad i3
18 1ackles shy of breaking Blazo Sarce-
vich's tecord for carcer tackles. Hoad has
282; Sarcevich (1988-90) had 299.

Bryant 1s the ledding receiver with 40
catches for BO2 yards ond 13 touch-
downs, Hoad has cought 21 passes for
405 yards ond tive touchdowns,

Pescl has completed 61 percent of his.
passes {101-01-167) for 1.836 yards and
24 touchdowns wilh only five intercep-
tions,

Revin Woods is the leading tusher with
850 yards on 75 canles, Matt Reed has
102 carries for 608 yards, Blake Ashley
47 tor 350 and Cotey Davis 34 for 285,
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ench year,” Slabin said, adding
weights became port of the
entire team routine in 1989, not
just for linemen.

“The rest of the year, I'm there
1 p.m. Dec. 1 through Aug. 1.
From the day the scason cnds to
the day conditioning begins,
we're there, and rarely do we dip
below 15 to 20 guys.

*1 have no conventienal hob-
bies — no golf, no tennis, no
hunting! My sons and this!”

The players have bought into
the purpese of the weight pro-
gram, and nobody enn argue
with the results as the Howks
continue to produce solid line-
men and winning teams.

“Thesc guys don't want to go to
the mall,” Slobin said. “They
want to do what the guys before
them did,

“I tel! them You're not any dif-
ferent than kids who go to differ-
ent schools, What will you do
between now and September
that will set you apart? They're
willing to worlk at it.”

It's all completely voluntary,
Slobin ndds, but nothing begets
succesa like guccess,

“You're talking about guys like
(current players) Mike Hoad and
Brett Foster,” he suid. “They
mean business. It's contagious.
Kids wimt to be Jike Hoad and
Foster.”

Slobin tells the plnyers it's not
hard work or a sacrifice to be in
the weight room, especially in
the summer montha,

“It's commitment and privi-
lege,” he snid, telling his pupils
You're ot o school where there's
great tradition and organization
behind everything we do. The
opportunity is there to make
yoursel{ better. It’s up to you.
How hard do you want to work?™

Slobin, who can bench press
400 pounds of free weights, and
Wiese are still dedicated weight
lifters who sct the example, toa.

“All the stuff the players do we
do,” Slobin snid, pausing to add,
“oxcept pushing cars.”

Huh? What's that all about?

“Every Wednesday during the
summer, we push cars around
the perimeter of the school park-
ing lot,” Slabin said. “That’s after
weights — und before sprints!”

One guy gets behind the wheel
with the car in neutral, Three
others get behind it and push, As
guys get better at it, the number
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PLAY IT AGAIN

SPGRTS

New

{Last Years Models)

KEEGO HARBOR
3236 Orchard Lakeo Rd.
. Qrchard Lake, M1 48323
. 248-681-2138

WATERFORD

N 240-874-8220

g Reg. *300
Mercury * Vision « Rage * Private Label

Extreme Snoewboard
' Savings

Capped Snowboards
' with Bindings

Airwalk Advantage
Snowboard Boot
Reg $140

(wi\h above board purchase only)

Used K2
Snowhoard
with Clicker

Binding and Boot

SALE

FARMINGTON HILLS
28946 Orchard Lako Rd.
Farmington Hils, MI 48334
2487370970

BRIGHTON
820 N. Grond Avor
Brighton, M1 48116

810-227-8877

saLe $199*°

Assorted New Snowhoards
with Bindings
: Reg. $350

SALE $1tfé9
sace¥119%°

N SALE PRICES

. Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 am-8 pm, Sun. 11 am-5 pm

G-4205 Millor Rd.

*149

$249°°
$269°°

ROCHESTER HILLS
1390 Walton Bivs.
Rochostar Hills, MI 48308

5300
FLINT

Flint, Ml 48507
810-732-3675
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Who: 81l Slobin; Age: 35; Educationt, | +
Harnizur High Schoal (1980), Unrversity
of Michigan Dearborn; Personal: mar:
ned (Teacy) with two sons (Stephen, 5:
Jake, 3); Protasslonal: IN0EOEE 5 .
ciatist for Mutuat Financia) Services ( 3«
Faaninglon; Hobby: strength and condr
tioning coach for Hamszon High School
tootball team.

Hawk supporter: Besdes photos of
tanuly ang Harrizon football on the
walls of his afice, Slobin's computed
screen has a rader that reads (in gold
Ietters with green bachground): ~G:
Hawks — 1997 Class A Champion

He hopes to change the yeor to
1998 when bz returns next Monda

His mativation: ~Sity bigh schoot
lids who wanl to improve themselves
bacly. That's the goal of evenone I
hat fweight) roum and, to pesitively
impact these ¥ids, Is the greatest thing
canmagine.”

Slobin said. “They spend nine
months together getting stronger,
and growing closer together.
“This isn't 4 team that dispers
e3 in November and reconvenes
in August. When the season
starts, they're not just getting to

Hawk Grubbers: Harrison lincmen Dario Otero, Brett
Foster and Mike Araquil get ready to run the next play.

is reduced to two. If someone
gets really good, he pushes by
himself.

“Even if the man you have to
block weighs 300 pounds, that's
a helluva lot lighter than that
car you pushed all summer,”
Slobin tells them.

“People are way cusier to push
than cars. After an average of
four to five reps every Wednes-
day, men get light.”

What kind of cars do they
push?

“Blake Boesky's big Bronco!
Any car we've got!”

Slobin is thinking of expand-
ing that part of the conditioning
program to include carrying
sandbags up hills and dragging
tires filled with cement.

Of the players on this year's
team, Foster, Hoad and Steve
Migliore have been the most ded-
icated lifters, according to
Slobin, but certainly not alone in
their commitment,

Baesky, Jory Hannan, Corey
Davis, Matt Turney, Zach Bur-
ton, Juke Taylor, Bryan McGhee
and Dario Otero were regulars,

& MUSIC

TP L btk knoew  cach  other. They're
already part of each other.”
Staying aherd of the competi
tion requires u year-round pro-
gram, he added. e
“It used 10 be you'd show up in
August, and whoever had the’
best athletes would win,” Slubin
said, “Now it's who has the most ",
well-conditioned athletes. :
“You can't show up in August
and put together a team. It used
to be that way. It takes mare
work naw, Times bave changed.”
Through the weight program,
Slobin has developed a special
rapport with the players. He
arcanges his work schedule to
attend practice every doy and,
while not directly involved in
that part, is there to affer words "
of encouragemoent. C
“If the coaches are doing con-
structive caaching, Tll give the
eternal optimism,” he said. '™
¢ them the viewpoint ‘Even ©
if you're duing things technically”
wrong, take the coaching! It's
good for you!™
The 1998 season ends Friday,
and Slobin is afrendy thinking
about next scason.
“We have a great bunch of kids
coming up,” he said. “It's far :
from over; it's just beginning.”

to
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Dave Pesci was one of the most
dedicated quarterbacks Harrison
has had in that respeet, Slobin
added. Even all-state wide
r Ricky Bryant pumped
ron.

“Ricky is just a slender guy,
but he and Andre {Davis) worked
real hard over the summer,”
Stobin said. *He's a ot stronger
than he looks. He's just not o
big, thick guy.”

Foster, who can bench press
350 pounds, is probably the best
Slobin has tutored, He's won the
team's lifi-n-thon contest and the
title of Mr. Harrisen the last twe

ars.

“Nobody has ever done that,”
Stobin snid. “Brett was born to 19
be in the weight room, nnd Hand
is right there with bim. He's not
as big a guy but every bit as ded-
icated.”

The program has added bene-
fits beyond just making players
stronger.

“The time spent in December
through August helping each
other builds camaraderie,”

A p——

KICK OFF YOUR HOLIDAY |
WITH ONE-STOP SHOPPING |

SAVE 50%-75% & more every

While Supplies Last

day!

1999 Calendars
30% OFF
every day!

BORDERS OUTLET

Hours: Mon. + Sal. 10 am. - 9 p.m. * Sun. 12 Noon - 6 p.m.
33033 GRAND RIVER AVE., DOWNTOWN FARMINGTON ¢ (248) 432.6399
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