THE WEEKEND -

. FRIDAY..

Aretha Franklin, the “Queen
of Soul,” makes a historic first
appearance 8 p.m, with the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra
at Orchestra Hall, 3711 Wood-
ward Ave., Detroit. Tickets
$30, $50, 875, $125 and $150,
call (313) §76-5111.

SATURDAY

New Millennium Youth The-
atre Company performs “The
Snow Queen,” by Hans Christ-
ian Andersen, 2 p.m. at the
Millennium Centre, 15600
J.L. Hudson Dr. (between
Eight and Nine Mile Rouds),
Southfield. Tickets $5, call
(248) 552-1225.

SUNDAY..

University Musical Society
presents “The Harlem Nut-
cracker,” 2 p.m, and 8 p.m. at
The Detroit Opera House, 26
Broadway, Detroit (corner of
Madison Ave.), Detroit. Tickets
$12-$50, call (800) 221-1229,
2{3613) 874-SING, or (248) 645-
66,

poRER

Celebrate “Traditions of
the Season,” Friday, Nov.
27 through Sunday, Jan.
3 at Henry Ford Museum
& Greenfield Village,
Oakwood Boulevard at
Village Road (west of the
Southfield Freeway) in
Dearborn. At the Muse-
um, visitors will marvel
at a 720-square foot gin-
gerbread town with 32
gingerbread buildings
and six toy trains pulling
75 cars over 500 feet of
track. The Museum and
Village are open 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. daily. Admission.
adults $12.50, senior citi-
zens 62 and over $11.60,
kids 5-12 years old $7.50,
children under five free.
Call (313) 271-1620 for
information.
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It only seems appropriate that
the story Charles Dickens claimed
he laughed and cried over like no
other would require the staging
synchronization of a Swiss watch
agsembly line.

Tor Mendow Brook Theatre sct
designer Peter Hicks, Dickens’ “A
Christmas Carol” translates into 17
pages of densely filled blucprints, a
large-scale hydraulic-powered
turntable that reveals a two-sided,
unfolding set and enough ersatz
fiberglnss bricks to build a small
mansion in the roliing hills of
Rochester.

On Saturday, Nov. 21, Mcadow
Brook Theatre initinted the holidny
scason with the opening perfor-
mances of their 16th annual pro-
duction of “A Christmus Carel.”

Amazingly, the production hasn't
grown tiresome over the years,
Inrgely due to Charles Nolte's lively
adaptation, the intricately magical
get designed by Hicks, and the

Hung up:
Barbara
Jenks, cos-
tume coordi-
nator at
Meadow
Brook The-
atre, stands
amid the
hundreds of
costumes
prepared for
“A Christ-
mas Carol.”

“HOLIDAY CLASSIC

WHAT : “A Cheistmas Carol” by
Charles Dickens, adopted by Charles
Noite

WHEN: Through Sunday, Dec. 27.
Performance times vary, cali for infor-
matlon,

WHERE: Meadow Brook Theatre,
Wilson Hall, Oakand Unlversity cam-
pus, Rochester,

TICKETS: $25$30.50, call (248)
377-3300, or {248} 370-3316 for group
tickets, Special discounts Thanksglving
weekend, Friday-Sunday, Nov. 27-29.
sdults paylng fult price may purchase
half-price tickets for children age 12
and under.

18405 period costumes created by
Barbara Jenks who counts more
than 1,000 wardrobe pieces in “A
Christmas Carol.”

Before the curtain rises

Only the agonizingly agnostic
and terminally crusty haven't read
or watched a version of Scrooge’s
conversion from a greedy sinner to
benevolent patriarch,

But long before the illusion of
19th-century London streets, the

sniveling Scrooge, and the suffering
Cratchits make their way onto the
Meadow Brook stage, the architec-
ture of the play must be construct-

ed.

“The physical plan of the set
must serve the play ond the direc-
tor's interpretation,” said Hicks.
*And in our ease, it must alse fit the
tight confines of a former recital
hall?

Back in.1982 when “A Christmns
Carol” was first performed, the
guest designer hadn't planned on
the set being used from year to

car.

By the Iate 1980s, Hicks
redesigned the set and the recon-
structed cnrousel hasn't stopped
turning. The play is unquestionably
the most popular in Meadow
Brook’s history.

From year to year, “A Christmas
Carol” attracts thousands of stu-
dents and young families to the
Wednesday-Sunday matinees over
a aix-week run.

“Before the curtain goes up,
there’s & few moments when the
audience should be getting infor-
mation from what’s on the stage,”
said Hicks.

In those moments, audiences sce
a set seemingly pulled fram a Cur-
rier and Ives painting, and hear
costumed carolers in the hallways.

Time of joy

While most productions of “A
Christmas Carol” borrow sappy
Disney-like interpretations, Merd-
ow Brook’s holiday classic is per-
haps more gritty, and closer to
Dickens' bitter-sweot original tale.

And if anyono wants to sce the
closest dramntization of the real-
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Song & dance
troupe shares
Chinese treasure

Birmingham Seaholm High School
plays host to an appearance by the Chi-
nese National Song & Dance Troupe
6:30 p.m. Sunday.

The program “Bell and Drum of the
Platenus” features Tibetan and Mongo-
lian dancers.

Gang Chen of Rochester Hills, an
engincer with Chrysler, is the chair-
man of the erganizing committec for
the program and general sceretary of
the Chinese Associntion of Greater
Detroit.

Chen said the company features 27
dancers who perform 17 dances in a
two-hour program.

“We nre extremely pleased to bringa
true national Chinese trensure to the
Metro Detroit area,” said Chen. “We
hope that the show 11 bring our audi-
ence a richer Thanksgiving holiday sea-
son.”

‘The company is making stops in New
Yark City, Columbus, Cleveland, Hous-
ton, Los Angeles, Indinnapolis, Milwau-
kee, Phoenix, Albuquerque and Honvlu-

u,

“This December they have been invit-
ed to perform at the UN in New York
on Dec. 25 and the company has
arranged to appear in 20 cities inthe
US.,” Chen said. i

The duncers will be accompunied on -
traditional instruments. )

«“Bell and Drum of the Plateaus” will,
feature n mix of group and solo as well
as modern and troditional folk dances.
The Golden Drum and the Goddess, for
example, describes how a Tibetan Bud-
dhist uses a galden drum as o ritual
object in temple ceremonices.

“The dances reflect the people’s hap-:

iness, prasperity and feelings, dreams
and desires,” Chen said. .

The Drum Dance features a group of
male dancers wearing small bells on
legs and waist who dance rhythmically-
to the bent of sheepskin drums.

Zhouma is the Tibetan word for fairy
and is the central character in n dance
featuring n female solo with a group of:
male dancers in which Lady Zhouma -~
attracts the attention of the young
herdsmen.

Odzer is Tibetan for “light” or “fire.”
In this female salo performance the
dancer expresses the hope that “light
mny eternally shine an humankind.”

In addition to Tibetan and Mongolian
dances, the program features other fotk
dances as well.

The Rainbow Sleeves dance is a Tu
nationality dance featuring all women
and centers on the seven colors of the
rainbow, a prominent feature of the
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Hollday tradition: With military precision, the Rochettes perform

their popular toy soldier dance.
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It's »afe to say that Tracy Rysdnle is
thrilled nbout being a Rockette in this
year's *Radio City Christmns Spectacu-
lar Starring The Rockettea”

“Living in Michigan, 1 grew up going
to the Fox (Theatre) and seeing the bal-
fet with my pnrents. This is not only &
dream to be o Rockette but to be per-
forming nt the Fox Theatre. It's an
absolutely benutiful theater. 1t's over-
whelming but very exciting,” Rysdale
explained.

With non-stop cnthusinsm, Ryadale
tells of the thrill she gets performing as
a Rockette, Since she was a child grow-
ing up in White Lake Township, she
hos dreamed about becoming a part of
the team.

“Pve wanted to be n Rockette since 1
was 7 years old. 1 didn't have n lat of
flexibility when I was er. Every-

“The Radlo City Chiistmas Spectac:
ular starring The Rockettos”

WHEN: Frday, Nov. 27-Sunday, Dec. 30,
at the Fox Theatre. 2113 Woodward Ave.,
Detroit.

TICKETS: Range from $10-852.50. Fot
ticket information, calt (248) 433-1515,
visit http:/ /www.tickeimaster.com ot any
Ticketmaster outlet. Groups of 20 or more
should cnil (313) 965-3099.
PERFORMANCES: Scvcral perfor
mances ore scheduled, call for more Infor-
mation. This week's shows are 1 g.m., 4:30
p.m. and 8 p.m. Frtday-Saturday, Nov. 27:28:
1p.m. 0 p.m. ang 7:30 p.m. Sunday.
Nov. 29; 8 p.m, Tuesday, Occ. 1; 2 p.m. and
8 p.m, Wegnesday, Dec. 2: 8 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 3.

the splits, [ was the one that couldn't
do it. But 1 =aid one of these days 'm
going to be a Fockette,” Rysdale said.

A 1991 Waterford Kettering High

one else could da the higher kicks and
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