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Holiday classlc: Booth Colman performs as Ebenezer
Scrooge and Stephanic Kasmicski (left) and Joel Car-
penter alternate the role of Tiny Tim in “A Christmas

Center holds festive holiday events

From youth thoater, Judy
Collins, to Gemini, there are lots
of entertaining ways to cclebrate

Judy Collins
Judy Collins will perform a
holiday concert at the hfield

Dineras can choose between two
main coursce — smoke-ronsted
beof tenderloin with roasted gar-

hinned

the holidays in Southfield.

Youth Theater
The New Millennium Youth

Contre for the Arts, 24350
Southfield Road, 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 8. Ticketa nre $30 and $36
per person, and ilable by cash

lic whipped p: , grilled veg-

otables and wild mushroom

gateaux, or bronzed Atlantic

salmon on lemon risotte with
holk

Theatre Company will perform
Haons Christian Anderson's
beloved fairy-tale “The Snow
Queen,” 2 p.n, Saturday, Nov. 28
Dec. 12 and Dec. 19 at the Mil-
lennium Centre, 15600 J. L.
Hudson Dr. (between Eight and
Nino Mile Ronds), Southficld.
Tickets are $56 general admis-
sion, $4 for groups of 10 or more.
Call (248) 652-1225. .

Members of the New Millenni-
um Youth Theatre Company, who
come from all over metro
Dotroit, have been rehearsing
since September. “They will put
on a show your family will
remember for years,” said Chris
Guyotte.

or check ot Southficld City Hall,
26000 Evergreen Road, at the
main reception desk, 8 a.m. to &
p.m. weekdays, or at the Parks &
Reereation Building, 26000 Ever-
green Roud -7 pm. and 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturdays. Ticketa are

ter ticket centers, or.cnll (248)
645-6666.

The Golden Mushroom is offer-
ing & special pre-concert dinner
at 6 p.m. before the Judy Collins
concert. The dinner is $26 per
person and beging with chilled
chicken samoked chicken brenst
on mixed field greens, red wine
vinaigrette, crumbled blue
cheese and avecado.

also available at nll Ticketmas-

Carol.”
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{PRNewswire) = The concept
of o Brondway serics has been
taken one step further. Olympin
Entertainment and Jam Theatri-
cals in nssocintion with The
Music Hall Theatre announce
Detroit’s 1999 Just Off-Broad-

life Scrooge, there are no better
performances year after year
than Booth Colman’s.

Often forgotten by audiences is
Dickens' stinging indictment of
the perverse consequences of
“progress” at the onset of the
Industrial Revolution.

“If we wanted to be more his-
torically correct, there'd be more
rags and less beauty,” said Mead-
ow Brook costume coordinntor
Jenks, who redesigned the
wardrobe two years ngo.

More jewel-tone colors have
been added to the current pro-
duction, said Jenks, whose
design for Meadow Brook's open-
ing play, “Merry Wives of Wind-
sor,” merits the highest recogni-
tion for the year's best costumes.
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way Serics at the Music Hall,
bringing you the best in world-

After all the actors have been
fitted and the costumes were
nently pressed, Jenks handed
over responsibility to two

clnss entertainment straight
from New York to Detroit.

The innugural scason begins
Jan. 26-31 with Cirque Inge-
nicux. Penn & Teller complete
their most auccessful scason ever
in a rare stage nppearance from
March 16-21, and “FAME - the
Musica),” completes its progres-
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arti and

“Send in the Clawns,” stund as
classics for all time. Her 24
albums have sold millions of
copice and have been certified
gold and platinum.

Gemini

1ly acclnimed chil-

Dossert will be chocolate
French flourless torte with
strawberry sauce and mint
cream, Call the Golden Mush-
room (248) 659-4230 for dinner
reservations.

In this concert, Collins will
share her joy of the holiday sca-
son. Her concerts are well-known
for creating a warm, enjoyable
evening filled with traditional
and new songs for Hanukkah
and Christmas. She will bo
accompanied by the Southficld-
Lathrup Madrigal Singers,
under the direction of Robert A.
Martin.

Her recordings of “Both Sides
Now,” “Amazing Grace,” and

gion from hit movie, to TV serics,
to the hottest new musical of the
decade, April 27-May 2.

Serics aubscriptions ($68-$116
for all three shows) for the Just
Off-Broadway Serica are on sale
now. Call (313) 966-3030. To
purchase group tickets {20 or
more) call (313) 471-3099. Scries

Inter

dren's folk singing duo, Gemin,
will appear at the Millennium
Centre in Southfield 2 p.m. Sat.
urday, Dec. 6 for their annual
Family Holiday Concert.

Winner of multiple Parent's
Choice awards for their record.
ings, Gemini will perform songs
from around the world and
showease the holidays of Christ.
mas, Kwanza and Hanukkah as
well as many cultures,

Tho Ann Arbor baged twins
have been performing and
recording for more than 20
years.

Tickets are $7 general admis-
sion, $5 for groups of 10 or more,
call {248) 652-1225,

Music Hall offers new Broadway series

pubscription prices range from
$68 to $115.

Individual tickets for the first
show of the series Cirque Inge-
nicux will go on anle December
14, For information contact
Olympia Entertainment guest
information at (313) 883-6611.

dressers, For now, she'll join
Hicks to begin work on Meadaw
Brook’s next play, “Scotland
TRouad,” scheduled to open in mid-
Joanuary,

But ncither will be far from
the holiday eelebration occurring
on stege.

“This is a time of joy," snid
Jenks. “A lot of old friends come
to the production, and a lot of
people who might not be in any
of this scason's plays come back
and do ‘A Christmas Carol.”

In theater, that’s the closest
thing to running like clockwork.

School gradunte, Rysdale tried
out three times in San Francisco
and Lns Vegas before being
asked to join the troupe.

“The first time I auditioned I
walked into the audition really,
really wanting the job. I got
psyched up too high. I waen't
prepared for the disappoint-
ment,” she explained.

But she did have enough confi-
dence to give it another go.

“If you're ready to give up after
one nudition, you shouldn't be in
this business. I knew it just be
timing and just a matter of them

& ‘I hate to use the word ‘military’ but it Is so mik
itary. There Is no style. You can’t Just add a cou-
ple heads or a couple hips ... they're so particu-
lar. For this dance you have to have your thumb
back, the next step you have to have it forward.
They say if It's uncomfortable, you're doing It

right’

Tracy Rysdale
Rockette

minutes. You have to lock very
4 d

secing me and k ing that [
wanted the job. I even heord of
one of the line captains in the
post who auditioned scven or

eight times before getting hired.”
The auditions, she said, were

sleeves of their ethnic

through a ¢ of gentle,

Seven doncers personify a rain-
bow of colors, seen so often on
the grassland of Qinghai
plateau. -

" The dance Flowers and Youth
in a Han Chinesc dance “to
express the true meaning of love

T rigorous.

“They were very, very military.
There were at lcast, I'd say, 160
girls there and they teach you a
routine in two secands and you
have to pick it up as quick as
possible,” Rysdale explained.

The dancers were judged on o
varicty of categories including
accuracy, how fast they learn the
routines, and the strength of
their backgrounds.

“That's all in a matter of four

graceful novements.”

Tickets for “Bell and Drum of
the Plateaus” are $20, $30 and
$40. For more infermation, call
(248) 852-1886 or {248) 649~
9844. Seaholm is at 2436 West
Lincoln Road.

Craft & Collectible Show

NORTHVILLE REC CENTER
303 W. Main St.
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in ballet,
jnzz and tap, and look like you
are enjoying yourself. You're ner-
vous and. you're scared but they
also have to see that you want to
porform and that you want the
job,” she aaid.

The Lus Vegas audition was
the winner. For 3 1/2 years she
had been a line captain for the
American Superstars tribute to
impergonators show at the
Flamingo Hilton in Reno, Nev.
When she got the call in June,
she took a leave from that posi-
tion and flew home to Michigan.

* “The Radio City Christmas
Spectacular Starring The Rock-
ettes” runs from Friday, Nov, 27,

Sold Out In
New York &
Chicago!
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through Sunday, Dec. 30, at the
Fox Theatre in Detroit, Last year
Rysdale watched the show from
the audience, now she's a part of

it.

“It's just so breathtaking. I go
to church and I'm very into God.
It’s such an inspiration. It's abso-
lutely beautiful,” she said of the
show.

The “Christmas Spectacular” is
a variety-type show that fea-
tures The Rockettes, ita cast and
live animala staging the "Living
Nativity.” Teddy bears dance in
Tchaikovskys “Nutcracker
Suite.” There are a fow new
twista as well.

“We have now renditions of
some of the numbers. We've
switched some of the choreogra-
phy. Overall, it's a Christmas
spectacular”

The show involves a lot more
than the trademark kicks, sho
added,

“The kicks are always the big
thing for most people. But thero
is o much more to this show,
You have to be diaciplined to be
able to mirror all 18 girla. You
don't have your own style. The
only style you have is your face,”
Rysdale explained.

*“1 hate to use the word ‘mili-
tary’ but it is 8o military. There
is no style. You can't just add a
couple heads or a couple hips ...
they're g0 particular. For this
dance you have to have your
thumb back, the next step you
have to have it forward. They say
if it's uncomfartable, you're doing
it right”

One of the biggest challenges
for Rysdale is working with
props.

*You have to have a back-
ground in ballet, jazz and tap
but you're alse flipping wreaths
and holding up canes, dancing on
props, tapping with boxes nnd
twirling sticks,” she said.

“Never in my life have I ever
worked with a prop. These
things are 10 to 15 pounds each.
I'm using muscles I never
thought I had.”

When she’s not rehearsing for
“Radio City Christmas Spectacu-
lar starring The Rockettes,” she
teaches master clagses at her
former studio, The Dance Place
in Waterford.

“I tell the girls, don't give up
and don't think that you're not
good enough. You are. One doy it
will be you. They're all going to
auditions now 8o they know it's a
hard business. But you have to
be strong.”

After the “Christmas Spectacu-
lar” ends its run, she will return
to her position as line captain in
Reng, Nev.

“I'll probably do that for anoth-
er year. But I'll leave my sched-
ule open for the next ‘Chriatmas
Spectacular’”

“It’s so mauch fun. I waa telling
my mom my feet are tired, every-
thing nches. But T can’t wait to
do it again tomorrow.”
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Spirit of Christmas Presents
1998 ST. NICHOLAS LIGHT DISPLAY

at Domino’s Farms
November 20 - December 31 6 - 10 nightly

Providing families and children of all ages with a festive drive-
through light display with exclting new light seis, Come indoors for

such as The Celcbration of Trees, & Winter Wonderland
with a minlature eléctric train, a Christmas Around the World Creche
exhibit, Photo opportunities with St. Nicholas and his live reindeer,
an Expanded Hands-On area for children, a Chrlimas Gift Store, and
an exhibit sponsored by The Coca-Cola Company illustrating the
evolution of the famous Coca-Cola Santa. All proceeds benefit
hild: and- charliies In Ichi thls Hollday
scason. So, please Joln us and experlence the giRt of glving.
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with Matt Prentices'
Unique Restaurant Corporation's

Kingsley Hotel and Suites

MENU:

o Chef's Selection of Appetizers
* Wild Mushroom Bisque

B Traditional Caesar Salad

R ¢ Combination plate with

fire roasted Tenderloin and

Salmon Wellington

¢ Chocolate Passion

Package is *289.” per coupl
including 12 drink tickets,’
dinner, guest room, continenta,
breakfast, dancing to Bugs Bedow's
Band, tax and gratuity. If room
not required $199,00.

For reservations call
(248) 644-1400,




