EG(NO-OF*) The Observer & Eccentric/THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1998

MOV

ES L

‘Enemy of the State’ is

DeMille, Hitcheock, Capra.
When you went to sce a movie
with one of their names above
the title, you knew what to
expect. Several filmmakers today
offer that i of style,
including Woody Allen, Martin
Scorsese nnd Jerry Bruckheimer
and Tony Scott,

‘Who were those last two, you
any? Think “Top Gun," “Crimson
Tide,” and “Beverly Hills Cop IL"
Bruckheimer co-produced and
Scott directed them all. With
their latest collaboration,
“Enemy of the State,” you know
what to cxpeet, and you get it.
“Enemy” is not just the latest
Will Smith vehicle; it's o two-
hour chase scene. Take a very

sufveillance equipment-from
tiny “tracers” planted in his
clothes to a epy satellite 165
miles overhead-to find him,
nccess his financinl and phone
records and leak misinformation
that gets him fired and thrown
out of his house. In order to
extricate himself, he must find
and team up with a mysterious
operative named Brill (Gene
Hackman), whom he has dealt
with before to gather case evi-
dence, but only through a go-
between (Lisa Bonet, oldest
daughter from “The Cosby
Show").

“I want credibility. I want peo-
ple to know he’s lying before be
says it,” orders Vaight to his will-
ing crew of computer geeks and
former Marine toughs. “I want,”

deep brenth when you sit down;
you may not take another until
you get up,

Smith — who continues to find
new ways to lead the most-liked
list of the movie-going public -
plays Robert Clayton Dean,
Washington D.C. attorney on his
way up, with a loving wife and
gon. During a chance meeting
with an old college buddy, the
man slips a Game Boy-type car-
tridge into his shopping bag. On
it is incriminating cvidence link-
ing a corrupt National Sccurity
Ageney officinl (Jon Voight) to
the murder of a congressman
(Jason Robards, in an uncredited
appearance).

To get the tape, the NSA pro-
ceeds to unravel Dean's life.
They use ultra-sophisticated

he snys, “to get into his Jife.” Now
comes the part that makes
“Enemy of the State” not only n
tense thriller, but also one of the
scariest movies in memory.

B

It has no monsters, no aliens,
no wackos in goalic masks. The
scary part is that all this is real.
There really is an NSA, nick-
named “No Such Agency”
beecause of its super-secret sta-
tus. And these boys can do ony-
thing. They can break any lock,
manipulate the medin, hear your
cvery conversation (no pun
intended, but 1974s “The Con-
versation,” with a similar theme,
in atill one of Hackman’s best
big-screen performances). With
over 100 spy satellites they can
even, as Hockman tells Smith,
“read the time off your wrist-
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