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North students

This story marks the second of
a two-purt “Today's Lesson™
series aboul peer mediation
efforts in Farmington Public
Schools.

BY TIM SMITH
STAFY WILTER
tsmith@Gec.hamecammanet

s student peer medintors
Aul North Farmington High

School, knowing how to po
with the flow and conumunicate
are vssential job skills. 1t also
doesn't hurt to know more about
themselves
before trying to
figure out other
students, ns to
why they are
hung up in an
arguwent or con-
flict.

A dozen North students
recently ventured out to the
Challenge Ropes Course, located
at the Boys and Girls Republic,
to parlay teamwork and commu-
nication into solving difficult
physical problems. Thase inelud-
ed banding together — armed
only with themselves, a pivee of
rope and a two-by-f i
from Point A to Point B te Point
C without falling off. Each plat.
form “island™ was stationed seve
eral feet apart, tou far for them
to merely moke the jump,

Making those jumps constitut-
ed virtunl leaps of faith, and
trust, for the students as they
plotted how to pet everybody
from the first platform to the
third.

If one teammate fel) off the
platform onte the ground,
dubbed “toxic waste” by North
ancinl worker Darcie Layne,
everybady had to start over
wpein and determine where they
went wreng and how to make it
the next time.

The platform jump was just
ane of six haur-long challeng
undertaken by the students,
accompanied hy Layoe and
North teacher Linda Lethemon,
coordinator of the high schools
conflict resolution program

Learning the ropes

*I just think it's a wonderful
opportunity for kids to use deci-
sion-making skills, problem-solv-
ing skills, communication skills,”
Layne said, watching the stu-
dents negotinte the island-jump-
ing exercise. “And kids learn
something about themselves
every time they come out here.”

Layne emphasized, however,

No fear: Deep
in the woods
at the Boys
and Girls
Republic on
a cold morn-
ing,North's
Alvin Man-
sour daring-
Iy leaps to
the next plat-
form. He was
oneof 12
peer media-
tors to par-
ticipate in
the excur-
ston,
designed to
build team-
work and
communica-
tion shills.

On the ropes

take to obstacle course, learn about teamwork

R

first group could cross to th

¢ next station.

STAFY PBUTOS BY BUL BRIXI

Beam me over: During their recent excursion to the Challenge Ropes Course at the
Boys and Girls Republic, North students in the peer mediation program made the
crossing from one platform to the next and then returned the wooden beam so the

careful: Afvin Mansour, Gjon Djokaj and Sushma

Lohitsa attempt to set up the

beam that the tean will

use to cross to the next platform.

that going te the ropes course
sn't “just a ficld trip, But its
r to learn when you're bav-
ing fun.”

Aceording to Lethemon, who
oversees about 50 peer media-
tors at Nortly, the outing pro-
mates "nctive” listening. That,
and being able to adjust how
they appraach certain situations,
is important beeause of the vari-

ety of sticky situustions con-
fronting them — including verbn!
. physical fights and even
s quarrels.”

“Part of the mediation process
is 10 have an opportunity to
ten to other people who have
prablems, help them come up
with solutions,” Lethemon said.

In the conflict resolution pro-
gran, both parties must agree to

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

HOLIDAY TOUR

See the Longacre House decorat-
vl for the boliday season inside
and out 12:15:5 p.m, Sunday,
Dee. 6. Enjoy light refreshments
and listen to music for §6 per
person. Children 15 and under
are admitted free with an adult.
Call 477-8104.

ROLIDAY COLLAGE

KING'S FEAST

Fhe King's Feast, a true-to-life,
medioval colebration will be pre-
sented by the Willinm Tyodale
Collepe students, faculty and
stafF at 6:45 poa, Friday and Sate
urday, Dee. 4-5, on the main
campus in Farmington Thlls,
Enjoy an evening of feasting,

The F:

v, autlientic costutnes

Band will begin its formal con-
cert senson with ity annual win-
ter concert titled *Holiday Cal-
lnge” at 3 p.n. Sunday, Dec. 6, at
Huarrison High School in Farm-
ington Hills.

Bages
and musie celebrating the truce
spirit of the Chivistmas season,
Tickets nve $25, Call (B00) 483-
0707,

WORLD HOLIDAYS

Celebrate *Lelidnys Around the

World” 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
dny, Bee. 5, in the downtown
Farmington Center, There will
be n treasure hunt, bot cocon,
atrolling musicians and the holi-
day fire truck.

TREE LIGHTING

The Farmington Area Jay
will have their anoual Christmas
Tree Lighting coremony at 7 pan.
Saturday, Dee. 5, at the Warner
Mansion in dewntown Farming-
ton. This event is free of charge,
The Jayeees will be collecting
can goods fur the Farmington
Neighborheod House. Call 477
6227,

take their dispute to the peer
medintors. I one or both do not,
the case poes directly to North
administrators.

Numbers suggest the program
is entching on. Se far during the
1998-99 school r. there have
been nine successful “media.
tiun compared to 156 all o
1997.98.

Other adults working with the
students «during the recent
excursion were Pat Sala and
Chad Burgess, both of the Boys
and Girls Republic.

Try again

=Fhey challenge themselves
more because we don't force
them to do it,” Burgess said. *We
support them in their decisions.”

Sola noted one important les-
son that students learn on the
rupes course, that not being able
to complete a task should not be
cunsidered failure.

“We emphasize that failure is
practicing, discovering a plan of
sction with very little intersetion
from the (adulty facilitator,” said
Sala, adding that many other

Helping
hand:
North peer
mediator
Lauren
Zakalilk
reaches for
a hand
offered by
Brian
Watha
while
Alvin
Mansour
(right)
waits his
turn to
move to
the next
tire.

school districts
and corporatinns beok outings to
the course.

“We allow them to discover
how to do things.

“With this group, they have to
o through a series of attempts”
to have success against obstachs
that arise, she continued. “And
that's real life.”

The Boys and Girls Republic ix
located on Shiawassee Road.
west of Inkster Road. For more
information, call 12481 476-9551

OSOMERSET

COLLECTION

E'RE SAVING A
SEAT FOR YOU.

The Holidays are very exciting imes.

And at the Rmerset Collevtion, amid all the festivities, shoppers can also

find o nive, quict place to relax and be pampered. A haven of cushy safas

and vhaire, An oasis where pu!\:lhﬁcs are ardesy wmppc(l, where you can
savor a hot lx-\-cm,:c, and, well, catch your broath.

Wehame to the 1oliday Suite in the South Rotunda of the
Somerset Collection, spomsored by Michigan National,

Was't you sit and relax for a while?

Coolidae and Big Beaver in Troy. Jnst west of 1.75 - (248) 643-6360

Michi&an
National




