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; The choir. from West Bloom-
field's Abbott Middle School
will perform at 9:36 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 10, at the Oak-
land County Board of Commis-

Choir highlights commission’s Unity Day

sloners' Unity Day program in
tho auditorium of the Court
House complex, 1200 N, Tele-
graph Road, Pontiac,
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\ THE SLEEPING BEAR "

7 A spectacular photogmphic joumey through

Michigan's Nationat Lukeshoze,

Over 120 stunning valor pholos by awand
winning photographer Thomas Kachadurian
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Bamboo by Tiffany
“Bamboo” designs by Tiffany in elghteen karat gold.
Bangle bracelet, $1,095. Hoop earrings for plerced ears, 3575
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Grant to help police keep in touch"

BY PAT MURPHY
SBTAFY WRITER
pmurphy@oohomecomm.net

When it comes to police agen-
cies communicating with cach
other, Onkland County is about
to become a national trend sot-
ter, according to a hust of public
officials who held a press confer-
.ence to announce receipt of a $17
million grant.

That federal money
matched with $6 million from
the county — will enable Oak-
land police agencieu to imple-
ment a high-tech communica-
tions network that will enable
officers to be more efficient,
according to county Exccutive L.
“Brooka Patterson.

“This is bad ncws for the bad

guys,” said Capt. Mike McCabe,
representing the Onkland Coun-
ty Sherifl's Department. On the
basis of a single finger print or 2
mug shot, oflicers on the atreet
will be able to get instant identi-
fication.on the people they
encounter.

Officers will also be more effi-
cient, said Farmington Police
Chief Gary Goss. Inatead of
being bogged down with impor-
tont, but routine dutics such as
writing reports, more officers
will be availnble for street duty.

*Instead of processing prison-
ers, officers will be answering

The grant of is the Iargest ever
given by the U.S. Justice
Department — under the COPS
MORE '98 progrom — to a con-
sortium of communities, said
U.S. Rep. Sander Lovin, who
with other law makers helped
got the grant. “Individuul cities
have had larger grants,” Levin
snid. “But this is tho largest
grant ever awarded to a consors
tium of communities.”

The significance, he said, is
thot maller communities —such
as Keego Harbor or Sylvan Lake
— will be able to afford the high
tech equipment to have immedi-
ate jcations with neigh-

calls or working with neighbor-
hood organizations,” said Goss,
who estimated that 600 officers
throughout the county will
spend more time on the streeta .

boring departments, Levin said.
“Onkland County has always

been innovative,” said U.S. Rep.

Joe Knoltenberg. And grants like

this one — obtained with bipar-
tisnn cooperation — enable the
county to more effectively fight
crime. X
The communication system
will enable individual communi-
ties to install amall computers in
patrol cars to enable officers to
maintain continuous contact’
with their own department ns -
well a8 others throughout the
county, suid Jackie Nyovich, »
newly retired project manonger.
for CLEMIS, the Court and Law
Enforcement Management Infor-
mation System. .
While Oskland is the firs:
county in the nation to imple-
ment the high-tech system, ather |
communitien are expected to -
link up to'the syatem, she soid.

Money will provide high-tech improvements .

The $17 million grant annou

week will moke a major difference in how

local police apencics serve their
ties, nccording to Farmington Hi

Chief William J. Dwyer, who said it will

enable officers to work smarter
efficiently.

Dwyer is also on the advisory board of
CLEMIS (Court and Law Enforcement Man-
“agement Information System), the consor-
tium that includes 44 local police agencies

affected by the grant.

Asked how the money will be put to use,
Dwyer pointed to his own department as an
Plans cali for 69 lap-top comput-

example.

need this

ills Police

and more

cra, costing nbout $7,000 cach, that will
cnable officera to perform numerous func-
communi- tions more cfficiently.

Officers will, for cxample, be able to call
up mug shots fram a common data base or
seck out information on a particular suspect
or crime, Dwyer explained. “It’s (almost)
instant identification,” he said.

TFurthermore, officers will be able to finger
print a suspeet electronically — by placing
one of his or her fingers on a scanner in the
Jap-top computer. “We won't nieed to roll the
fingers in ink anymore,” said the chicf. “Sim-
ply placing a finger on the scanner will help
identify somebody in a matter of seconds.”

The new system will also enable officers to
write invident reports on the computer and

file them clectronically, said Dwyer. The

reports will be on standardized forms with
electronic access, he said, :

Southficld Palice Chief Joseph E. Thomas
gnid anather important part of the new sys-
tem is & common radio frequency that witlt—
enable police departments to directly com-
municate with each other.

“That's something wo've been trying to do*
for yeara,” snid Thomas, “And it will bo very :
useful in times of emergencics or situntions’
{chasing a suspect, for example) that involve
several police agencies.”
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* 500 Minutes
200 Peak 7300 Off-Peak)

* $100 Bonus Credit

Now Available: )
The NEW DIGITAL StarTAC™!
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With these gifts
to get a thank you call.
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* 200 Minutes

* Free Phone

* $100 Bonus
Credit
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* No Monthly Bills

* No Credit Checks

* 30 Minutes Free
with Activation

* $30 Rebate on any Paging Pmduql .
* Fyee News, Sports and Entertainment Updates on Text Pagers
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AMERITECH CELLULAR:
JIGHEST OVERALL CUSTOMER SATTSFACTION
AMONG CELLULAR USERS IN DETROIT!
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Briorwood Shopping Cender
o 900 Siorwood Circde
7349940000
Dearborn
Foirkona Town Conter

13900 Michigon Aes., Se. 5.
134411520

Ganasen Yoley Shopping Canker *,
3191 8. Undon Road
$107232028

Available at over 400 locations, including the following SEARS storos,
Uncel Park Raseville E ‘Weterford

(100 Peak /100 Off-Peak)
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In aworld of technology,
peaple make the difference~

Uncol Pork Shopping Canler Mexcombs Mol Shopping Center Swmend Plox.
2100 Souhlald food 32123 Gruk Aweise 4380 Tagroph Rood
3132890863 010293:2008 2487080630
Westlond
Livonia Mol Lokaude Mol
29500 W, Sevom Ml Rood 14100 Lokeside Cucla 35000 W. Warren
2484712937 108320460 7347625008
Nt ol :
2700 Now Rood 300 W, 14 Mde Rood B
283495316, 2008970900
o Maay lorations open Sondey.

.

. CALL 1:800-MOBILE-T* . |©
. for eddltionc! locativns moer ye. ;
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