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Michaelson gets picked

BY TIM SMITH
STAFF WRITER
tmnith@oc.homecomm.net

tion ia this is definitely not going
to be n top-down operation,”
Michaelson said. *... There will

Collat with com ity

e a dous amount of col-

organizations is at the top of
Estralee Michaelson's to-do list
as director of Safe and Drug Free
Schools, a newly-created admin-
istrative position in the Farm-
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ington district.

According to Michaelson, her
new job replaces a similar facul-
ty position she held for several
years, one that will not be con-
tinued.

“This wilt allow me to reach
out more and build o more seam-
less initiative out in the commu-
nity,” said Michaelson, who for-
mally nccepted the position dur-
inyg Tucsdny’s Farmington Board
of Education mueting,

Her appointment was unani-
mously upproved by buard mem-
bers Nov, 17, but she was not in
the audience that evening.

Michaelson . immedintely
Dbepins the year-round job, which
carries an estimated salary of
$70,000. A $50,000 federnl grant
wilt pay part of her salury and
help fund the oftice.

“The key regarding cotlabora-

laboration between the schools
and community. I see myself as a
linison.”

Continuing the Call to Action
Summit, n community-wide
coalition, is a high priority for
Michaelson.

She cited the following as Call
to Action themes: premoting a
zero tolerance attitude through-
out Farmington and Farmington
Hills; expanding parent cduca-
tion programs; e ing pro-

Implomenting the “Support
Our Students” program in cle-
mentary schoels is another top
priority, she added. The first
step to doing that is hiring scven
amployces, who must be stote-
certificd counsclors, socinl work-
ers or psychologists,

Mennwhile, Farmington school
board President Cathy Webb
gaid selecting Michaelson for the
position made perfect sense.

“She is passionate about kids
ond the problems that kida fave,”
Webb said, ndding that Michacl-

for job

residents to discuss Michnelson's
appointment during the public
comment portion of the Nov. 17

meeting.
“ft's not (adding) a laycr of
bureaucracy,” said Webb,

defending the appointment. “It's
a way of organizing things that
are already in place. And she
works o ¢lose with 8o many peo-
ple in the community.”
Coordinating cfforts in the dis-
trict is only part of Michaelson's
duties. She also will oct as a go-
between for the Farmington and

son the imp ¢
of y learning in a safe

prams with and for students in
the middle and high schools; cre-

ating tore “connectedness” with .

resources and agencies, “so we're
talking more consistently and
pushing the same message.”

The second annual communi-
ty-wide Call to Action summit
will tentatively take place Jan.
27, 1999, Michaelson told board
members,

Student leaders from the dis-
trict’s secondary schools will con-
vene for a similar Youth Sum-
mit, 8:30 a.m. tomorrow at
Farmington Training Center.

and secure schoot environment.

An added bonus is the fact
that Michaclson was “doing
much of this job already, without
having the official title.”

Several people criticized the
district this fall, after it became
known it wanted to hire a direc-
tor for the Safe and Drug Free
Schools program, They were con-
corned that such a position
would: add another high-priced
administrator; overlap what the
leaders of other community orjn-
nizations might be doing.

But Webb said there were no

Far Hills police depart-
ments and the 47th District
Caurt.
Community agencics and orga-
izations Michnelson in expected

to work closely with include
Farmington Familics in Action,
Farmington Youth Assistance,
the Commission on Children,
Youth and Families and the
Farmington Area Counscling
Services.

Michaelson will have her office
at the Farmington Training Cen-
ter, near Farmington Youth
Assiatance and in the same
building as the Farmington
Alternative Academy.

Barton Malow hired to manage library

Farmington Community
Library has hired Barton Malow
Co, to manage a $12 million
building program. Two prajects,
funded by o recently passed bond
election, will include renovations
and o 36,000-squnre-foot addi-
tion to the existing Farmington

Hills Branch library, including a
computer lab, tutoring rooms, &
second large meeting room, and
improved heating, ventilating
and air conditioning, der to

Groundbreaking is scheduled for

Inte spring 1999, Robert Ziegel-

man of Luckenbach/Ziegelman

Architects in Birmingham, ia the
hitect for the y

clectrienl and cable biliti

In addition to the r

the recently passed, millage
funds to expand its collection of
books, books on tape, videos, CD-
ROMSs, business and investment
resources and other materials.
Access to technalogy will alse be

to accommodate information
technology, and a computer lab.

and expansion, Farmington
Community Library plans to use

Clarification

Oops: A photo caption-in
the Sunday, Nov. 29
Observer should have
identified four Farmington
High School students
walking down the colorful,
innovative “Hall of
Murals.” They created are
(from left) Lyndsay Dusék,
Lisa Grentzel, Jennifer

improved, and hours of operation
will be extended.

You're invited
to say goodbye
to Terry Sever

The public is invited to nttend

a reception for former Farming-
ton Hills City Councilman Terry
Sever 4-6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 7 in
the city hall main lobby, 315655

L.
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