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Hawks move to ‘next phase’ after 13-0 season
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STAFF PHIOTU DY 11AYAY MITCLILL
Touchdown: Senior Andre Davis runs into the end zone
at the end of @ 23-yard pass reception in the state final.

SPORTS ROUNDUP

BY DAN O'MEARA
BTAFF WRITER .
domear: ¢

2] FOOTBALL

Another ehampionship senson
ended Friday for Farmington
Harrison's football team, and
there wos no practice this weck
for the first time in four months,

So you probably think every-
thing was back to normal and
business as usual again Manday
at the school,

Nat so for conch John Herring-
ton, who finished his 29th sea-
son and way starting prepare-
tinns for the next one,

“Today was o very hectic duy,
as husy a day as there is during
the year,” he said. “It takes a
week to get settled back into the
regular routine.”

Besides his daily teaching
lond, Herrington was fielding
phone calls from college
recruiters, ring salesmen and
city hall, which plans to honor
the team with an proclamation.

Then, there was the “gloricus
part of foothall,” according to
Herrington — the end-of-season
equipment return and inventory.

After school Monday, Herring-
ton also met individually with o
dozen seniors who aspire to play
college football. On Tuesday,
there were sixth-hour talks with
juniors und more after-school
acssions with sophomores nad
freshmen.

“I'he senson never really ends;
it just moves to the next phase,”
Herrington said.

The 1998 senson ended with
the Hawks winning a scvcond
consecutive Class A title and
their ninth state championship
overal) with a 35-13 win over
Hudsonville in the finals Friday,

ilarrison also was undefeated
through the regular season and
playoffs for the second year in n
ro ad sixth time in schual hise
tory and will tanke o 26-game
winning streak ints ot se:

“We've been very fortor
said Herrington, who has a 46i-
54-1 carcer reeord, which
includes a 47-8 showing in post-
season play. “We've been in the
vight place at the right time, and
we've been able to win in the
tournament. Once we get in, we
have a good chance of doing o

*The fact we play in a nmst]y
AA league nnd go to the A tour-
nmment is o benefit, Beating
(Westlandy John Glenn an
Whalled Lake Western this
was every bit as hard as heating
tournament teams.”

Herrington believed from the
start the Hawks could win every-
thing again as long as they could
get past Walled Lake Western in
the fifth game.

“If we could beat Western, 1
thought wu could go 13-0," he
said. 1 thought this team had so
suiny tools we could do the job.”

The Hawks were led by four-
yenr starter Ricky Bryant and
three-year regulars Mike Hond,
Bryan McGhee and Brett Foster,
All were two-way players,

*They made a great impact in
the state championship pame
last r and to have them back
was 0 big bonus,” Uerrington
said, “Those kids knew what to
expect and gave us the leader-
ship we needed,

Senior quarterback Dave Pesei
played a pivotal role, Other key

players were threesyear punter
Jue Ghannam and fellow seniors
Mike Araq Steve Migliore,
Darin Oteru, Zach Burton, Andre
Davis, Blake Ashley, Matt Reed,
Matt Turney and Blake Boesky
and junior Briun Nelson.

*You seldom find a quarter-
Lack with that kind of savvy,”
said  Herrington of Pesei.
“GJared) Hopkins did a great job
(Jast year), and he came in right
behind him and did the same,

“We had to have him, Eorly in
the season, we weren't running
the ball effectively as we did
later. We had to rely on his pass-
ingg, and he always came
through,”

Nelson will be the only return-

Herrington,
But the Haswks have faced that

situation in the past, After wine
niag the 1981 Cluss B title, Har-
rison returned just ene starter
and eaded up as the 1982 Class
Acham

“Mrs, Stews rt, the lnulhcr of a
returning . xaid "Well,
we're gmu;: back to the Dome
aext " Herrington reealled,
“1 thought she was crazy, but we
made it, although we had a
young John Miller coming up
who was nn]\' a sophomore.

says think the seniors
will rise m the oceasion, and we
look for some of the juniors to
stepup.”

Other key returning players
will be Nick Hall, Kevin Woods
and Kent Taylor, 1 North Farm-
ington transfer who sat out this
season, Junior Brad Tucker is
the leading eandidate to replace

g

Pesci, but the summer passing
league will go o long ways
toward determining who the
starter will be, Herrington aaid.

“This ycar we hod s0 many
seniors we played a Jot of them
on the second team, so the
juniors didn't get as much play-
ing time an they normally
would,” Herrington said,

*“We do have some outstanding
sophomores, so the juniors’ jobs
are not sccure at this point. Dou-
ble sessions should be interest-
ing next year. There will be a Jot
of jobs wide open.”

BACK FOR MORE: Herrington wos
vack at the Silverdome to woatch
Cathohc Central play Rockford for the
Class AA title Saturday.

-1 really couldn’t sleep {Friday
mght),” Hetrington said. *1 was Dwoke
vy 5 ond waited for the newspapers, wrd
ten | headed for the CC game.

“I'm Jike that after every game,
sleep detter the mght before a game
than | do the mght atter it.

“But Saturday mght 3 think | was in
bed by 10. (The ocrenaline and excitc:
ment) wore off and | colfapsed.”

ONGOING DEBATE: Hartison and CC
have won back-toback state titles and
five each in this decave. There seems to
be much oebiste aboul which af the
QObservet{and teams s better this year,

-he only thing we can claim is we're
the best team in A, Hertington sad.
~The CC players just expect 10 win, and
that's somelhing like outs. No matter
how far down they ate, they behicve they
can come back, and they showed It
again Soturday. They know they're nevet
out of a gome.

“This year it would have been o very
£o0d fame. Some yoars 1t might not be,
but thus year | think it would have been.
But [ have no idea what the outcome
would be.”

WHEELCHAIR TOURNAMENT
Athletes Unlimited will pon-
soring its first Motor City
wheelehzir baskethall tourna-
ment Saturday and Sunday, I
ud G, at the Univers
\lulm nDearborn Fieldhouse.
in three gyms starts at
2 p m. Saturday and continues
at noon Sunday, including a
celebrity game at 1:30 pam.
Teams entered in the tourna-
ment include the Athletes

Unlimited Thunderbirds, Cleve-
land Cavaliers, Chicago Bulls,
Grand Rapids Pacers, London
tOntario) Flyers and RIC Ilor-
nets.

Donations will be nccepted at

the door. Proceeds will o taward
an cducational grant to a local
student with a disability in

henor of former Red Wing

Viadimir Konstantinov. For

infarmation, call (2:48) 827-3388.

PREP COACHES REEDED
‘Farmington Public Schools is

secking conching applicants for
the following sports: gymnasti
assistant, hoys swimming a
tant (diving experience),
wrestling tant, boys track
assistant, girls track head coach
and assistant. Please call Brinn
Swinchart, director of athletics,
at (248) 489-3352.
SOCCERZONE SIGN-UP

SoccerZone in Novi is aceept-
ing walk-in nnd mail-in registra-
tions for its second session of
indoor soccer and inline hockey

through Dec. 5, for
Dee, 12, for hockey.

The team fees for soceer are
$775 for adult teams and $750
for tenms 19 and younger. For
individunls the fec is $65.

The hockey fee for midget
tenms and ollder is $825. For
bantam teams and younger, the
fee is $795. For individuals not
already on a team, the fee

Far more information call
cerZone at (248) -0500.
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SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET
12001 SEARS AVE.
VONIA
1 MILE WEST OF MIODAEDCLT
OFF PLYMOUTH RD.
PHONE: 422-5700
Now mora waya 1o buy at Seara

PREVIOUSLY SELECTED MERCHANDISE NOT INCLUDED

Furniture & Appliance

pe

0-60" OFF

Regular retail prices
Excludes specml purchases

Look for the
red fag for
additional savings
off our clready
low prices!

SEARS

IOU'I'I.E'I‘ STOREI

(8 L, SEECTA A TN IO BT PETUIRD N JUS 3 fe EEamafes G DALt rest s
i S Shioai 15 brreserabomal ety ACTIIL FRerEandise vanes ty St

N cecnn N Open 7 Days
A H Mon. & Fit, 9:30 0.m.-9:00 p.m.
i i | Tuos,Wod., Thurs. & Sat.
g ; Sunday 12:00 Noon to 5:00 p.m.
R

:30 2.m.-6:00 p.m.

vs. lndnanapolls lce
COMPUTER NATION w

) Vivers VaLue NiGETS

On: Sale at: 'rhe Palace Box Office’
.-or.Call'(248) 377-8100: : E

ALSS AVAILANLE AT --¢-\
_visit our website at www.i pnlacenul.com

Model 155223 Two Stage
With Electric Starter
-5 HP - Clears 227 wide pmh

List $974 79
\53‘) \

Save $75
“m\m \

‘899"

Tal(e it Home Today. With No Money Down,’
And No Payment Until May 1999t

e o Y pe e Lee your Lopoer

Model LE317R
Light N Easy Single Stage
3 HP . Clears 17° wige path
14" Tall operng
Exclusive augef

cluten
List $469.99
Save $50

419,

Dear tor deuse

7215 Cooley Lake Rd,
—West Bloomfield —
363-1029

Dick's Lawn Equipment University Lawn Equipment  Weingartz
945 University D,
~—Pantiac—
373-7220

45061 Van Dyke Ave,
—tica—
731-7240




