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back ~ to the left or right hip pad - indi-
cate which direction Jared is supposed
to block.

Why? Because Jared is legally blind.
He has some light perception, enough to
perhaps make out movements, but it's
not enough to help him tackle an oppo-
nent.

*It's canier for me to hike the ball
because I can rely on my hearing,” said
Jared, about playing the center position.
“But it’s harder to block.”

Whether or not Jared always gets his
man is beside the point. His participa-
tion on the team is viewed as an ulti-
mate positive example by those connect-
ed with the school and team.

“Jared i o role model and o motiva-
tor” to teammates and clnssmates, said
Dunckel's assistant football conch, and
one of his classroom teachers, Jerry
Moarrissey. “It's really an exceptional
story. Football isn’t just win or lose. It's
tenm, discipline, learning to do things
you might not otherwise do.”

And, snid parents John and Lori Stof-
flett of Farmington Hills, the young-
ater’s cfforts might somehow lesasen
stercotypes about blind people.

John Stofflett said, “All the other kids
do it and he's just like all the other
kids.”

“We hope other kids have benefited
from having Jared on the team,” Lori
Stofflett snid. “Just because he doesn't
have all his senses decsn’t mean he
can't do most thinga.”
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Ready: Jared tosses the ball
while waiting to be sent into the
game.

to the Farmington school district for fos-
tering an environment in which their
son has prospered.

Mennwhile, Jared and teammates
such as seventh grader Matt Bills and
eighth grader Spencer Wood are able to
joke on the sidelines nbout typical teen
Bubjects such ns dating. They treat cach

schoolers to,

Nothing special. That's how
Jared wants it.

“He knows what he's doing,”
Mott said. “He just needs a little
bit of help getting out there.”

One of the guys

Spencer ndded, with a laugh,
“You should hear him in the
locker ream.”

The fact that Jared is able to
play foatball is something that
thrills him to no end, according
to his parents, both teachers
themaelves.

“He absolutely feels great
about playing,” Lori Stofflett
said. “But I don't think he
alwnys understands the impoct
of his play. It's hord for him to
understand his contributions.”

For example, Jared hiked the
ball and the ploy turned into a
touchdown. But he couldn't sce

his tenmmate cross the goal line
or see the referee throw his arms
straight into the air. Instead, he
had to wait for teammates to
pound his helmet and shoulder

Kristina Reese.
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Friends: After the game, Jared talks with classmates Bryun Allen and

iron action, he isn't about t relinquish

puds to know the Wildcats scored.
*" Jored got revved up about playing
football after attending a summer
sports camp nt Western Michigan Uni-
versity run by n blind professor.

“1 heard about

sounded like fun,” said Jared. “I just
like being able to play on a team with
the other kids, being able to fit in. And
being n good center.”

And, now that he has a taste of grid-

it anytime soon, said John Stofilett.
~I{e'd fike to try (high school) varsity.”

another blind per-

other the way you'd expect middle son doing it and it
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PUBLIC AUTO AUEGTION
SATURDAY, DEC. 5th at 10:00 AM
Over 125 items to be sold including:
1531 Ford Explozer 4WD XLT 1965 Pontiac Catalina 389 V-8
1988 Chovy ¥4 Yon 4WD Truck wICur 1992 Ford Mustang 50V-8
1593 Ford Supeswagon Van wiWheelchale Lift 1992 Lincoln Town Car - Losded!
1988 Toyola Camry - 37,000 ACTUAL AILESU!
6 Minivans, 4 Cadillacs; 2 1991 Chevy Cavalicrs, 21990 Pontlac Grand Prixs
Hotoreycles, 5 riding lavn mowers, snow blowers, 2 motorhomes ,
over 30 boats and many more ltemsiill)
Preview will be Friday before the sale during the totrs of 10 AM and 4 PM
Call 1-800-552-1515 for more information

Gritty competitor

Heck, nome kids with 20-20
vision don't Rollerblade, wrestle
and downhill ski like Jared does.
His head foatbnll coach, Vince
Bellante, said Jared is a “doredev-
it* who doesn’t mind hitting or
being hit during drills.

When tenmmates sec how Jored
approaches the sport, it makes
them think twice about complain-
ing of minor aches or pains.

“He cxemplifies fortitude to the
nth degree,” Bellante said, follow-
ing his team’s 14-12 loss to Warn-
er.

Morrissey said the student
shows the same perseverance in
seience and social studies class
that he does in practices or
games. He is on the honor roll and
nearly owns o 4.0 grade-point
average.

“The kid doesn’t worry about
overcoming anything. He just
worries nbout doing the best he
can,” Morrissey said. “I teach him

For service above and beyond
the call of duty.

Only after successfully completing

fifteen days and nights of rigorous
testing by the Contréle Officict Suisse
des Chronomitses can a Rolex be
declared a genuine Swiss chronometer.
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Triple It's value!
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The Stoffietts also are grateful only comes,
once a year: Though Sunday.
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CALIFORNIA COOPERAGE SPA

* LIDHTWEIGHT * STAINLESS BYCEL MCATCR
* POQRTAOLE * DIGITAL TOPBIDE CONTROLE
Reduce or . Expenlse—rnorelhun 15,000 refractive ¢ 4 PCRSAN CAPAGITY ¢ DIGITAL TEMPECRATURE EONTROL
f rfi ed. * 2 8PELO PUMP * 19 POWERWORKS JETE
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Hurry tnt
Inventory Is Going Fast.
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