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STAIY PiOTO BY FAIZAKITIE CAANZCLE
Wow! Tale a drive past
Farmington Hills City Hall
and see the holiday lights.
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! Letters to Santa
Attention, girls and boyst
Clrlstmas Is almost hero ond you know
what that means, Santa Clous is up ot
tho North Pole waiting fot Setters and
double checking his list to ind who's
been noughty or nice.

Tho Farmington Gbserver is asking
children 10 send us their tetters ta
Santa Cleus, afong with thelr schoo!
picture, The doadline i Doc. 11. Tho
fottors and photos will de printod in tho
Doc. 24th issue, having forwarded tho
tetters to Santa In plenty of time.
Children of all ages are encouraged

to send thelr letters tor
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. Grand River.
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Almost as fast ns you can say
Dusseati-to-Demmer, it didn’t take
very long to consummate an ownership
change of the Lincoln-Mercury car

ington

>FARMINGTON;:MIEHIGA
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y——- Well-known auto dealership owners, Jack
“.-.. Demmer of Wayne, will take over the longtime
.+, Bob Dusseau Lincoln-Mercury dealership on

dealership on Grand River in Farming-
ton,

Jack Demmer Ford owners Jack, Bill
and Jim Demmer ~ who operate a suc-
cessful dealership in Wayne ~ bought
the longtime Bob Dusscau Lincoln-
Mercury in o deal that Bill Demmer
anid “came together in less than 30

days.” The switch touk effect Monday,
Nov. 30,

“An opportunity arose,” said Bill
Demmer, president of both Jack Dem-
mer Ford nnd the new Jack Demmer
Lincoln-Mercury, at 31625 Grand
River. He would not disclose the
amount of the purchase, due to a confi-
dentielity ngreement.

The Demmer organization has long
coveted the growing Farmington-Farm-
ington Hills area for a second dealer-
ship.
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emmer buys dealership

“You have an cxtensive amount of
residentinl people here that have a
nced for a good automobile denlership
that's {in) closc proximity to their
hames,” Demmer snid. “... And, we see
a resurgence of people coming into the
area.”

The same qualities that have made
Jack Demmer Ford in Wayne success-
ful will be brought to Farmington, he
added. Alrendy begun is o free shuttle
service for customers living within six
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BY BET1l SUNDALA JACHMAN
STAY? WRITER

bjnchman@oehomecomm.net

holiday caroling.

ikki Madias of Livonin and her
family have a long tradition of

But one Christmas Day more than 20

L years ago ~ despite a snowstorm, below-

zero temperatures an estranged brother
in a distont city — caroling brought
them especinlly close.

The storm had knocked out phone
service, 8o they hended to a pay phone
to continue their yenrly practice of call-
ing friends and neighbors and singing
carals to them.

They called many people, including a
cousin who was dying of cancer. The
last call they mnde ~ somewhat relue-
tunt}y - wns to n brother, ):[ichnel, in

Lottors to Santa
Farmington Obsorvor
334214 Grand River
Farmington, M 48335

i
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W W .C., who,
them, was alone because his wife had
just left him.

“When we started to sing, he started
to sing, too,” Madias said. In the cold,
their hearts melted.

When Madias was a child and living
in Detroit, her huge, clese-knit fomily  §
would go out caroling from housc to ..
house, But as tho family branched out
and moved to the suburbs, including
Farmington, Livenia, Westland and
Plymouth, the phone tradition devel-
oped. Same years, they would call 30 to
40 people, and it would take most of the

Meet: The Farmington
City Council will meet at
8 p.m.

® Obituarics, day, Madias said.
B Classificd Index .. ‘e
Real Estato Bringing goed tidings

Lawrence Stach of Redford Township
aleo has a heart-touching memory of
caroling. It is a atory of his father,
Joseph Stach, who died recently.

Joseph Stach had emigrated from
Poland years ago. After dinner on
Christmas Eve ench year, he and his
family would go next door to sing carols
to his sponsor, who had helped him

Faarla: Young voices unite in song during Christmas caroling last weck.

It’s beginning to sound a lot like Christmas

Good tidings they bring to you holidny concert is at 4 p.m. today, | High School's Carli Auditorium,

@Malla come to the United States. . and your kin. Sunday, Dec. 6, at First Presbyte- | 8900 Newburgh Road, Livonin.
B Sports & " Dm?:tglllte:‘\‘ ::\ ﬁgsfo‘:;ic:x?‘?m has And they're bringing it through | rian Church of Plymouth, 701 W, | $15, $8 for children nges 12 and
more 1] g

holidoy musie.

Local and nearby holiday con-
certs nre planned from now until
Christmas.

Here's a listing:

B Holiday concert: The School-
craft College Community Choeir

Church St., at Mnin Street, Ply-
mouth, $4. (734) 462-4435.

# Livonin Symphony: A holiday
coneert with Alexander Zonjic and
Ervin Monroe performing “Piper’s
Holiday," is planned for 7 p.r.
Saoturday, Dec. 12, at Churchill

younger, (734) 421-1111/(734)
464-2741.

W Farmington Community Che-
rus: “Once Upon a December” pro-
gram, 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,

“Threo yenrs ago I was my daughter's
Girl Scout lender, Troop 63 from Stuck-
uy Elementary Schoo),” Allen writes.

“Wo decided to go caroling at the

Want to ring
a few bells?

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

loconnor@oc.homecomm.net

Pleaso see CAROLERS, A8 Please see CHRISTMAS, A8

Accused duck beheaders plead guilty

All that's required is a few flicks of the
wrist, a warm smile and a couple of hours.

The Salvation Army is in need of a few

more bell-ringers for its annual holiday
drive. The Farmington/Farmington Hills
branch trics to have ringers at its familiar
red kettles 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily in 20 loen-
tions throughout the arca.

B SALVATION ARMY

The Salvation Army's goal is to raise

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFP WRITER
loconnor@oc.homecomm.net

‘Two men have pleaded guilty rather
than face trial in the beheading of a
duck before horrified onlookers at Inde-
pendence Green Apartments Sept. 1.

The pair should receive a jail sen-
tence, a Michigan Anti-Cruelty

pok said. The pr ing
attorney agreed.

On Thursdny, Michael Gregory

Prasher of Ann Arbor pleaded guilty to
one count of killing and torturing ani-
mals before Onkland County Circuit
Court Judge Barry Howard. The other
man charged, Bradiey Jon Woons of
Grand Rapids, pleaded guilty Nov. 23,

Woons ia set for sentencing 10:30
n.m. Tuesday, Jan. 6; Prasher 10:30
a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 13,

Animal cruelty is a felony that car-
ries a four-yeor jnil term, $5,000 or 500
community service, A person convicted

of the crime is nlso forbidden to own a

et.

“We're of the opinion ... as far as the
penalty goes it should be the maxi-
mum,” said Linda Tuttle, Michigan
Anti-Cruclty Society president. “That
was just n blatant, mean, cruel thing to
do, abusing an animal for fun.

“Studies have shown that some peo-
ple who abuse animals eventually
graduate to human beings.”

could receive up to n year in jail with
probation and possibly boot camp.
Woons and Prasher are 22.

“One thing we've made very clear, we
wanted mental health counseling also,”
said Joe Lavigne, Oakland County
assistant prosector.

Around 6:30 p.m. Sept. 1, witnesses
said three men nppearcd to be feeding
ducks near a pond at Independence
Green, The tranquil moment turned to

Under a plea agr t, the poir

Please ¢voc DUCK, A7

$95,000 from the bell-ringing campaign,
which started Nov. 27 and runs through
Dee. 24,

Monoy raised nccounta for 24 to 35 per-
cent of the Salvation Army’s income, which

Happy, happy:
Jacob blows
out a candle
with his mom,

Finding a cure

: 1

B

;mynrfor nctivaﬂes tot:‘\ulp people who are e t .
ess fortunate during the year, aron P y h
“We'ro just asking for at lonst two hours  MceGladdery, ar ra/lses Cas ) awareness
to 1al!.and in front nfnl lonnéiun !(;‘l’i:g the yho requested :
bell nnd greet people and wish them a . By Tist SMITt
happy holiday,” said the Salvation Army's that p art.;' STASF WIITER See rolated story, Page AS
Lt. Andrew Stouder. goers maie temith@oe homecomm.net henlth™ to celebrate his seventh birthe
Boll-ringing activity ie not limited to CD";”%‘"?"? Jucob McGladdery's recent birthday day (which actually was Thursday,
senlors, cither. All peaple can take part, {&0 E‘l;,m_r;o in's prl\rly s as tﬁ’picnl m:“lhoy come. N‘;‘[‘; 26). ronts. Marty and Sharon
ELLS, . There were balloons and streamers, in parents, Marty \
Please soo B » AT Foundation of plus kids enjoying pizza, cake, ice MecGladdery of Farmington Hills,
America, cream and bumper bowling at Langan's  requeated that party-goers make con-
CCFA, in~ Norwest Lanes in Farmington Hills, tributions to the Crohn's & Colitis
honor of But there weren't any toys or other Foundation of America, CCFA, in
Jacob’s birth gifts brought to the party on Snturday, honar of Jacob's birthday., They hope
acob’s birth- Nov. 28, Instend, fricnds of the young. the amount of maney and awareness
Ny day. ster — who suffers from ulcerative coli-  raised con help find a cure for anyone
’ Paoto ti ~ & asked to give the “gift of
. //,’e 63174 . 10005 4 A were auked o give e TRt Ploare woo PARTY, A
. / 4 . ‘



