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Kevorkian’s team confident he’ll prevail

' BY PAT MURPHY
+ BTAFF WRITER

‘Dr. Kevorklan has a
titution right to

pmurph net

Ant

Dr. Jack Kovorkian may have
tost a skirmish, but his new
defense team is confident he will
win the legal war over his role in

“the Sept. 17 death of Thomas
Youk.

Kevorkian was ordered to
atand trial on charges of murder,
aogisting in a suicide and deliv-
ering a controlled substance fol-
lowing his four-hour preliminary
examination in Waterford Dis-
trict Court Wednesday.

But defense lawyers insisted
~— as they have from the outsct

_— that'no jury would convict
Kevorkian for helping a dying
.man end his pain.

" Youk suffered from ALS, more
commonly known as Lou
" Gehrig's disease, and defense
attorneys argued that Kevorkian
was helping to end his suffering
— not committing murder —
when he assisted Youk.

One witness, hospice nurse
Mary Ann Potter, who visited
Youk several times in his home,
testified the 62-year-old man
had been ravaged by the disense

d himself.'

Dave Gorosh
—Jack Kevorkian’s attorney

and was close to death. On Ju‘
day before his death, Youk “was
mentally sharp, but very close to
death,” Potter said.

Youk had talked about asgist-
ed suicide, Potter said. But to
her knowledge, Youk had not
made a decision on ending his
life, she said.

More than an hour of Wednes-

day’s examination was devoted .

to showing the video tape
Kevorkian made with Youk and
subsequently submitted to CBS
Television and shown on the pro-
gram 60 Minutes.

Thot tape showed Youk
acknowledging he wanted to end
his life. It also showed
Kevorkian administering three
injections, On the tape,
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ICE ARENA INFO

Mini stick shootout

The Farmington Hills Ice
Arcna will hold n mini stick
shootout starting 10 a.m. Tues-
day, Dee. 29, This fun tourna-
ment will be played using plastic
mini sticks with a double elimi-
nation format and a two-game
guarantee. Age groups are
kindergarten through eighth
grade nnd entry fee $5. Registra-
tion deadline is Dec. 22. Rules
are available at the Ice Arena.
HOCKEY CLINIC

Farmington Hills Ice Arenn
Hockey Clinic Session 1T will be
held Jan. 25 through March 20.

Ages 4-7  4-4:50 p.m. Mon-
days.
Ages 8-13 4-4:50 p.m. Wednes-
days.

(248) 478-3131

. Grand River-Halsted Plaza,
* 37105 Grand River Ave. o Farmington

li
Mon., Tues, 10-6 » Wed, Fri. 10-8 %
y Sat. 10-5 * Sun. 12-4

Holiday Hours:

P’
“has the perfect
gift for you....

40% OFF all

diamond boutique

The clinic is designed to devel-
op the akater and strengthen the
following techniques: improved
skating akills, stick handling,
endurance, individual hockey
gkills, shooting and passing, and
stopping.

Registration:

Residents: 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Jan. 16. Fee: $110

Non-residents: 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Jon. 16. Fee: $120

Numbered registration tickets
are available one hour prior te
scheduled registration time at
the Arenn Information Window.

Full hockey equipment is
required for the hockey clinic,
including helmets, mouth

guards, and other protective
gear. For n complete equipment
list, information is available at
the arena.
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CELLULAR PHONES & ACCESSORIES

NOMNIPOINT

100% Digital, 0% Hassle.”

PREPAID PLANS AVAILABLE
DIGITAL PCS PHONES sstowas*49" 38
plans to fit any lifestyle

« Stop by our location or call for
more details *

r

110%

OFF Any purchase of our full line
of cellular accessorics exp. 1/1/99

I "

h of 1

s & regl

Pheasant Run Plaza
39821 Grand River
In Novi, Just West of Haggerty
(248)476-0077

M-F 9am - 7 pm, Sat. 10am - 4pm
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Kevorkinn admitted that one
injection would depress Youk's
nervous system — including his
ability to breath — and another
injection would “stop his heart.”

On another part of the tape,
Kevorkinn challenged the prose-
cutor to file charges, snying he
wanted to force a legal show-
down on cuthanasia.

Assistant Prosceutor John
Skrzynski argued the tape

has a constitutional right to
defend himself,” Gorosh said,
“and he will take an active role
in cross examining some wit-
nesses and in closing argu-
menta.”.

Following the exam,
Kevorkian and his attorncys
addresscd a horde of reporters
and television crews. While
Kevorkian — on the advice of his
attorncy — refused to answer

ated kian’s intent

to end Youk's life. Youk's being
aeriously ill does not detract
from the fuct that Keverkian had
violated the law, he gaid.
Kevorkian's words on the tape
were nmong the most compelling
reason the retired pathologist
from West Bloomfield should
stand trin), said District Judge
Phyllis C. McMillen. Those
words clearly indicated that he
knew death would result from
those injections, she said.
Kevorkian did not act as his
own attorney during the trial,
leaving most of the legal points
to be made by lead attorney
David Gorosh, who said his
client would be “very active” in
the actual trial. “Dr. Kevorkian

q but he seomed to out-
line the core of his defense.

“Does anybody think I'm a
murderer?” Kevorkian asked.
His assistance to Youk would
never be considered criminel in
any “enlightencd socisty,”
Kevorkian insiated. “This trial is
nbout eradicating hypocrisy.”

Robert Sedler, a constitutional
law expert from Wayne State
University and one of four
lawyers on the defense team,
reminded reporters that
Kevorkian has not been convict-
ed, but will only stand trial.
“Remember, nobody is guilty of a
crime until the jury says he (or
phe) ia guilty,” be snid.
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90 Days Same As Cash Available

\

The complete line of LANE® Cedar Chests
are now on sale and available for Christmas Delivery.
Hurry in today for best selection!

Walker/Buzenber;

240 NORTH MAIN STREET » PLYMOUTH ¢ (734) 459-1300
\‘Mon..»‘rhurs., Fri. 10.9 © Tues., Wed.; Sat. 10-6* Suy

The Gift as
Traditional as
Christmas Itself!

fine furniture ,
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Care Physicians,

youvebeen
badorgood.

Our Primary Care Physicians
can help you improve your heal

If you're like most people, you may make a few New Year's resolutions.

that's right for you and help

at (248) 442-7900.

want to quit smoking, lower your cholesterol, los

Before you start an exercise or diet program,

you and your family personal care that considers your individu

Botsford Primary Care Physicians will give you a check-up, help you choose a program -~

you maintain your good health. Our physicians give

trained in a wide range of disciplines, examine you as a whole person.

If needed, they can refer you to the proper specialist. Wether you've been bad

Primary Care Physicians in your neighborhood, call our physician referral service

Botsford

HEALTH CARE CONTINUUM

Visit our web slte at htep:/www.botsfordsystem.org

e weight or simply improve your health.

remember to check with your doctor first.

al needs. Botsford Primary

or good, find out how you can improve your health today. For information on Botsford
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