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STAST P11UTO BY TILL. BAISUR

Creative: Pat Michael
decorated her fourth-floor
lobby at Farmington Place.
Please turn to Page A3 for a
story and more piiotos of the
festive decorations.

Agenda: The Farmington
Hills City Council will
meet at 7:30 p.m. at city
hall, 31555 11 Mile.

Closings: The Farmington
and Farmington Hills city
halls will close for Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas,

Thursday, Dec. 24 and
Friday, De¢. 250 """
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- Death puts
lawsuit in
limbo

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAF? WRITER

loconnor@os.homecomm.net

A man's federal lnwsuit against the city
of Farmington Hills and police department
is in limbo with the sudden death of the
plaintifl,

Anthony Margiotta, 66, died of heart fail-
ure Dec. 3. In November, he filed a $20 mil-
Yion suit in U,S. District Court charging the
city, police and a Hilla-based law firm
warked in collugion to defraud him of prime
, e

-~ ~Trrfenl-cotate rokei Yopresented-himme.

df n the litigation, which was part of an
ongoing 12-year jrral battle over disputed
land. The U.S. District Court had dis-
misaed aimilar lawsuita Margiotta filed,
“He'd be o printdpal witness and obvious-
. 1y ho can't be o witncss,” said Rufus Nye of
Municipal Risk Managoment, which ia tho
city's insurance carrier. “*Our nttorney
could ask for the casa to be dismissed or it
could got dismissed becauso of a Jack of
progress.” v
Margiotta's estato could need to follow up
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Colorful: Called the epitome in

tmington

Serving Farmington and Farmington Hills for 112 years

law enforcement, Sheriff John

Nichols, formerly Farmington Hills police chief, died early

Friday morning.

Putting you In touch
with your world

mer Chief John Nichcis dies

: Oakland County Sheriff John Nichols died
Friday, capping a longtime career in law

DY PAT MURPHY
STAFF WIITER
pmurphy@oc.lwmcunmm,nct

He had been hospitalized for almost
two weeks, and those close to Sheriff
John F. Nichols knew he was failing.

Yot when death came Friday, there
was shock and grief,

“We knew he was in bad shape,” snid
Onkland County Prosceutor David Gor-
cyca. “But we were all hoping for the
best.”

Flags ot the county complex were
lowered to half-mast in honor of
Nichols who died nbout 3:25 a.m. at
Huron Valley-Sinni Hospital where he
had been admitted Dee. 7 for what was
described as a “routine examination.”

He died of complications associnted
to congestive heart failure and emphy-
sema, according to n hospital
spakesperson.

“Phere were n lot of teary cyes
around here today,” anid Capt. Mike
McCabe, who was interviewed by
Nichols when he joined the department
22 years ago. “But after awhile, people
were telling their fandest John Nichols
stories.”

McCabe remembers “shaking in my
boots™ when Nichols was on the oral

enforcement, including a colorful stint as
police chief in Farr:iugton Hills.

view panel cansidering him for
ployment. “I waz fresh out of Michi-

As he spen ore time with the
department — aw the sheri{T in
eneration — his respect for Nichols

¢+, said McCabe. “He was the epito-
wiw of Iaw enforcement,” he said.

Nichols started his career in law
cuforcement in Junuary, 1942 at the
e of 24 when by joined the Detroit
Police Department. He was o patrol
officer until he joined the Army, ulti-
mately commanding an infantry com-
pany in Europe.

When the war ended, Nichaols
rejoined the Detroit department and
d his way up the ranks — culmi-
g in 1970, when he was named
golice issil , the to d
nnat on the department of 5,000 officers
nnd civilians.

Willinm J. Dwyar. now chicf of police
in Farmington 1 , was a patrol offi.
cer when Commissioner Nichols was in

Plcase sce NICHOLS, A4

Hello: Santa
Claus greets
youngsters
during a
visit to
Beard Ele-
mentary
School in
Detroit.

Elves: Eager helpers, including Kathle
ington Hills, lend a hand at the Detroit school.

22 Donnelly (right} of Farm-

Brought to 550 k

BY LARRY O'CONNOR,
STAPY Wi M
leconnor@oc.homecomu.net

Kathleen Donnelly ia the type of a person who
can simultancously gite two Snntas marching
orders, persuade 40 ot so friends and family
members to volunteer, leave an otherwise exu-
berant elementary schot] principal speechless
and make 560 kids feel warm and loved.

The Farmington Hilla woman had “boss lady”
written on her namo tag, but she looked like a
traffic coordinator in the hallway at Beard Ele-
mentary School on Detroit's southwest side
Thursday. Somoe might sny she's an angel.

Donnelly and her erew brought gifts, food and
a bevy of holiday merriment for the achool's
Christmas party.

Along with threo Santas, Donnelly directed a
clown “Bonnie Bell* to entertain youngaters
while a guitarist sot up to strum electric holiday

ds by an angel

tunca. Others frantically scurried about bringing
in pizza trays and gifts.

“I hope it mokes their Christmas,” Donnelly
anid wistfully.

Such an outpouring of kindness is what the
holidays are about, the school's principal said.

“It’s not sbout what you get; it's about what
you do for others,” snid Beard principal Dr. Car-
1‘1}1‘:{ Lopez. *I know the kids here will remember

is,”

Donnelly's “Sweet Dreams” program provided
children with aleeping bngs, hata, slipper socks
and mittens, Other gilts included Beanic Babies,
books, yo-yos, Matchbox cars, trading cards,
jump ropes and flashlights.

Lots to eat

Children alsé hnd pizza donated by Papa
Romano's, pasta from Greg's Pizza and drinks
from McDonald’s for their Christmas party.

Sandwiches nre standnrd fare at the school
where 69 percent of students qualify for free or
reduced lunches.

“Phese kida don’t have any hot lunches
because they dow't have a cafcteria,” Donnelly
said.

Donnclly's werk is inspired by the heartache of
children sleeping in the cald. Two years ago, she
read a story atout a basketbali ployer at Coaley
High who slept under his coat ta stay warm.
Donnclly phoned coach Ben Kelro and affered to
help.

Her family adopted a player’s family for the
holidny. This year, the nurse at Maplegrove and
mother of three children decided to step up the
effort.

She gathercd acighbors, co-warkers and family
members at her Hills home six weeks ago.

I got everybody together and said, ‘How do
you feel about not doing just one perdon but a
\whole school? They said ‘Sure,’ * Donnelly said.

Ideas flowed

The crew brainstermed about ways to help.
They printed up fliers and started asking for
contributions, A friend who caters food to Detroit
Public Schools T ded Deard El Y
which epened in 1896 ns a {vur-room school-

Ploaso sce DREAMS, A8

‘Kid’s World: Japanese student

A winner:
Ahkari
Sakumi
holds her
winning
entry.
mother,

er

designs winning logo, name

BY TiM 8MITH
BTAFF WRITEL
tsmith@oo.homecomm.net

Beechviow Elementary Scheol
“ first-grader Akari Sakumi's
Ylayscape design contest entry was
-created in hope of symbolizing a
“happy type'of pork that everyone
can enjoy,” said Yoshiko Gingerich,
a trauslatof'for the Japancae-
spenking ppgl(l» X
Akari’s;“Kid's World”™ entry,
g

- 4

which funtures several stick-figured
children holding hands and
embracing Enrth, was picked to be
the logo for the planned Shi-
awnssee Park playacape in Farm-

gual education depnrtment, lnnt
week related answers to questions
questions posed to both Akari and
her mom, Kyoko, about what
Pr‘nmpk’cd the entry - actually a col-

d from Far

of both Akari and Kyoko.

ington.

Public Schools and Our Lady of

Sorrown competed, iwith Akari top-

ping the eventual fleld of 12 final-

ints. Her winning entry was select-

«d by Farmington's city council.
Gingerich, of the district's bilin-

r

4 v

“They wanted to participate after
roceivingHTIRAL A BB the
contest because of the name of the
park,” snid Gingerich, translating
Kyoko's nnswer. “Shiawassee, in
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Kyoko, and
little
brother,
Tomoyuki,
stand in the
background
at
Beechview
Elementary,

HIAF? PRoTU 8T RILL
e



