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Sheriff Nichols’ heir is not apparent

BY PAT MURPHY
YTAFF WRITER
pmurphy@ochomecomm.net

It’s no secret potentinl successors
have coveted the Oaldand County sher-
iffu job for some time.

But the jockeying for position intensi-
fied when John F, Nichols was hospital-
ized and insiders realized the sheriff
might not b+ able to finish out his term,

*The inf ghting and back-stabbing
way inten. ¢,” anid one elected official
who asked not to be identified.

“The department was in shambles,”

died Friday at age 80,

wnid a police commander who ngreed to
talk only if he (or she) was not identi-
fied,

Others, however, snid such nescss-
ment« are exaggerated, appronching
“utter nonsense.”

The outgoing president of the Oak-
land County Deputy Sheriffs’ Associa-
tion, fur cxample, Friday insisted that
Nickc!s had so emphasized diseipline
1in the department that it func-
1 amoothly and efficiently.

“Fvorybody did their jobs,” said Dou-
glas C. Edgar, who had dealt with
Nichals personatly un numerous occa-
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"John toved hls Job': John Nichols, shown above during his days as Farmington
Hills police chicf, was described as “a tough old bird who wanted to continue work-
ing” by Jean Nichols, his wife of 44 ycars. John Nichols, Oakland County's sheriff,

sions and knew the inner workings of
the department and command officers.
“Reports ubout infighting were
overblown,” he said.

“Were we concerned nbout the future
and the possibility of change?” Edgar
said, “of coursc. But it's o tribute to
Sheriff Nicholu that we continued doing
our jobs to the best of our ability.”

The process of selecting u rey

“It’s inappropriate to discuss o succes-
sor until after Sheriff Nichols is buried,”
said County Clerk G. Willinm Caddell
wha, with Prosccutor David Gorcyca
and chief probate Judie Eugene A.
Moore, constitute what is called the
vucancy commitiee.

Caddell said the committee will dis-
cuss details such as advertiging the
Vi establishing the criteria for eli-

for Nichels — who died Friday morning
— will officially begin on Dec. 28, when
the three elected officials charged with
appointing a new sheriff will meet to
diseuss procedure.

gibility and setting a timetable for
interviews and, eventually, selecting a
SUCCessor.

“But there’s plenty of time for that
after we pay our respects to Sheriff

(SFAT
Nichols and his family,” said Caddell. .
One of the people most frequently
mentioned as a possible successor to
Nichols ia State Svn. Michael Bouchurd,
R-Birmingham, who was a police officer
prior ta being elected o the legislature,
“My thoughts right now arc with Jeun
(the sheriff's widow) and the family]”
Bouchard said Friday. "All I want 1o
talk about right now is the sheriff's out-
standing career of public service, o
Others mentioned as possible succes-
sors include undersheriff Henry Bufla,
Maj. Thomas E. Quiscoberry, Capt.
Barnett Jones nnd Capt. Mike McCube:
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4FOR THE CHILDREN,
FROM SANTA

B ‘Life without him will be hard, and i
expect to shed a few tears. But I'm strong.’ -

—Sheriff John Nichols' widow

Jean Nichols

John and Jean Nichols:

Love affair lasts 44 years

BY PAT MUREHY
BTAFF WRITENR
pmurphy@oc.homccomm.net

In the last moments they
shared, Jean and John Nichols
joked together and shared o fow
memories. And he again said he
would not retire as sheriff of
Qakland County.

“I told him his butt was show-
ing," she said about the man to
whom she had been married for
44 yenars. “He had some crusty
response, and we lnughed,”

That was Wednesday evening,
10 days after the sherifl checked
into [furon Vailey-Sinni Hospital
and about 36 hours before
Nichols died from complications
related to congestive heart fail-
ure and emphysema.

Jean Nichols fully expected
her husband te come home
Thursday marning, and she was
looking forward to being with
him again — even though caring
for her oxygen-dependent part-
ner weuldn't be casy.

But when she went to the hos-
pital Thursdny, there was bad
news, John Nichols suffered o
»set back.” Fluid wns ngain gath-
ering in his chest eavity, and
doctors wanted to transfer him
to the University of Michigan
Medical Center, but their patient
was not stable enough.

“He had been doing so well,”
Jean Nichols said Friday, “But 1
knew something was seriously
wrong. Doctors put him on o ven-
tilator, hoping he would bounce
back.”

She and her hushand had pre-
viously talked about the possible
need far & ventilator or other
fife-sustnining measures, Jean
Nichols snid. She knew her
strong-willed husband didn’t
want to be a vegetable.

Early Friday, any decision
about the nced to continue life
support became moot. Nichols
died about 3:25 a.m., according
to a hospital apokesperson.

“I knew what the phone call

when yo |

was about,” Jean Nichols said. |
“{ cried, but I'm glnd he's not
suffering. “Life without him will
be hard, and 1 expest to shed o
fuw tears. But Fm strong.” .
Jean Nichols was a police offi-
cer in the varly 19505 when she
first met John Nichols, theria
licutenant. She recalls that they
worked on s¢ together, and
she was surprised — and encobr-
aged — when she learned he was
nut marricd N
Nichols was a widower. His
first wife hnd committed suicide,
with his service revolver i —
something he didn't like to talk
about, “She had mental prob.
nd that's the end of lsw
he tald seporters in the
73, That was whin
running for magoer
and the media was
scrutinizing his background.
Weeks passed ofter she fifst
encountered the “sharp ahd
cute” lieutenant, Jean Nichpls
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Santa will be at Somerset North every day 6l closing. And for cach child who visits,
he has a spocial gift. A velvet pouch for three golden coina from Santa's treasure chest

Cliildren can use the cvins for purchases at participating stores
O tuck Uiem away as mementox.
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Sea store for detoike

While you're waiting to visit Santa, the charactees from “The Giving Scwon”
Uicls tand storytelling. If you wish,
1 you can even join them for Satunlay broaldast. (Reservations can be made at the castle)

will be on hand for

And for your entertainment, we've arranged daily pedformances at
1,3 and 5 pm of "A Moxt Unusual Gilt,” a musical staged by
“Tho Childewn's Theatns of Michigan.

“The Holidays at the Somuiset Collection. Something for everyane.
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