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You’d be a blockhead to miss ‘Charlie Brown’ musical

“You're A Good Man, Charlic
Brown,” continues through Sun-
day, Dcc. 27, at the Fisher The-
atre in Detroit, Tickets $26.50 to
849, call (248) 645-6666.

BY JON KAz
SPECIAL WRITER

The word went out: “You're o
Good Man, Charlie Brown” was
being souped up for a Broadway
run. But nobody expected their
stroke of casting genius: Bill
Gates as Charlic Brown! The
program claims that Anthony
Rapp, not His Microsoftness,
plays Charlie Brown, but have
you ever scen them in the same
room together? Just look at this
guy and tell me I'm wrong.

Anyway, the 1967 off-Broad-
wany “Pennuts” musical has,
indeed, been refitted. And as one
who has played both Linus and
Snoopy locally, I heartily con-
grotulate the production teom
for their loving and true-to-the-
original expansion. Whether you
have or haven't secn it before, or
even been in it, “Charlic Brown”
is an evening of pure “Happi-
negs” so right for the seasan.

With the blessings of
“Peanuts” creator Charles
Schulz, director Michae) Mayer
incorporated 26 newer “strips”
and kept only 13 from the origi-
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nal. The show, after all, is pre-

Ilana Levine (Lucy) in a scene from

the famed comic strip, with

sented in part s o live version of  Schulz's words of wisdom dished

C
On stage: Kristin Chenoweth (Sally, left to right), B.D. Wong (Linus), Anthony Rapp
(Charlie Brown), Stanley Wayne Mathis (Schroeder), Roger Bart (Snoopy))_, and

“You're A Good Man, Charlie Brown.

right. Never try to discusa mar-
ringe with a musician”).

The new material works won-
drously with the old. Charlis's
still heartsick over his slim
chances with that red-haired girl
(I think I'll flap my arms and fly
to the moon”), But Linus (M.
Butterfly” Tony-winner B.D.
Wong) gots a fresh line to
explain his_bluo cloth dancing
partner (“Sucking your thumb
without a blanket is like cating a
cone without ice cream”.

The original Clark Gesner
songe are all there, with faithful-
ly updated arrongements and
added harmonies. And, there are
two new songs which are-hold
on-tremendous. “My New Philos-
ophy” is a kind of “Hakuna
Matata," as delivered by Sally
(Kristin Chenoweth) and
Schrocder (Stanley Wayne Math-
is), "Beethoven Day” is 2 gospel
roof-raiser featuring Mathis, who
hos the best voice in the show.
Both additions were composed
by the show's musical aupervisar,
Andrew Lippa of Qak Park.

The character of Sally (Charlie
Brown's foisty little sister) is
new, and Chenoweth almost
walks off with the show ploying
her. A tiny powerhouse who
apparently sucks on a helium
tank in the wings to get that
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cut like 50 many peas on a spooh
(Lucy: “My Aunt Mnarian was

voice, she takes full ndvantage of
n newly-extended rabbit-chasing
bit with Snoopy, complete with
musical spy themes from “Peter
Gunn” to “Peer Gynt.”

Rapp, Wong and Hana Levine
as Lucy are each so true to the
author's intent. We're all holding
tho string with Rapp when that
kite crashes. And who amongst
us can help sighing when Linus
disarms his super-crab sister
with “You have n little brother
who loves you?”

But - and you all knew this
waa coming - it's the Snoopster
who dances off with most of the
marbles. As o dog, Roger Bart is
“de man.” Whether it's atop a
hydraulic doghouse-cr, Sopwith
Camel-dodging the Red Baron,
or singing and dancing for his
supper in the show-stopping
“Suppertime” (which has been
tatally redone as “Joe Cool chore-
ographed by Bob Fosse™), Bart
gets four barks.

It's questionable if this delight-
fully and approprintely small
production will be supported by
Broadway crowds paying Broad.
way prices for Brondway specta-
cles. But right here, right now,
and with just a few perfor.
mances left, you'd be a blockhead
to miss it.

Animator i po.x

Roll Hall of Fame. We just plan
to be in the city that rock ‘n’
rolls. Before there was the Rock
‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame, we were
playing Cleveland. This feels to
us like being home,” Stanley told
out a sold-out Gund Arena in
Cleveland on Sunday, Dec. 6.

#I used to sit in a parked car at
night. Sometimes I could hear
this (Cleveland) radio station,
WMMS. I would be in New York
City and I knew something mag-
ical was happening there. I knew
I.would alwnys be here. You're
making my dream come true.”

The tour is living up to Sim-
mong’ expectations.

“Not only is it cool, it's ulso
very oxpensive, which is why
other bands are cowards. They
talk the talk, but they really
don't walk the walk, Every band
snys we care about our fans, but
thay don’t put their money
where their mouth is,” Simmons
said.

The cost is reflected in the
ticket prices — $75 and $100.

“I don't necesaarily buy the
idea that ticket prices have to be
low. Bands should charge what-
ever they think they should
charge. People have the ability te
make the decision whether they
want to get it or not,” Simmons
said.

“The thing that infuriates me
ig a lot of banda get up on stage
and charge full price while giv-
ing you very little. We give you
what you want.”

@ ‘The thing that infuriates me is a lot of bands
get up on stage and charge full price while giving
you very little. We give you what you want.’

Gene Simmons
Kiss

Swinging in the New Year

Not everyone is into cxplo-
gions, fireworks, blood and 3-D
cffects. So don't fret, there's plen-
ty of other opportunitics to ring
in the New Year,

Swing is the thing in several
area clubs. “Al Caponce's New
Year's Eve Party,” at the 24
Karat Club in Westlnnd, includea
a performance by Swing Syndi-
cate, buffet dinner and cham-
pagne tonst at midnight for $10-
$15.

The Velvet Lounge in Pontinc
is celebrating the repeal of prohi-
bition with a complimentory
toast at midnight and a perfor-
mance by Superdet as part of the
“Speakensy New Year's Eve”
cvent. Every year Pontinc drops
a giant ball at midnight and The
Velvet Lounge is offering a pent-
house view of it.

For those with more discrimi-
nating tastes, The Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra is once again
hosting its “New Year's Eve
Gala” with performances by the
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orchestra with conductor Neeme
Jarvi and violinist Alexander
Markov at 9 p.m,

The evening also includes din-
ner catered by Matt Prentice.
Once the big and little hands
strike midnight, there's dancing
on the stage with the Keith Sax-
ton Orchestra.

Jazz fans get multiple choices
this holidny. David Sanborn is
bringing his show to the inti-
mate State Theatre in Detroit
twice on New Year's Eve.
Rachelle Ferrell plays the Music
Hall, and in Qakland County,
Alexander Zonjic, host of the
WVMV morning show, will sere-
nade diners at Baci in Pontiae,
while Shohida Nurullah visits
Edison's in Birmingham.

Families might want to check
into the “New Year Jubilee” in
Ypsilanti, or the aleohol-free
“First Night” in Birminghom.

If disposable income isn't a
problem, blues man Bugs Bed-
dow is reprising his Blue Year's
Eve Party at the Kingsley Inn in
Bloomficld Hills.

Redford resident B.B. Queen, a
veteran of the “Jenny Jones
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Egypt” different from other ani-
mated films you may have seen.

Under the direction of super-
vising animator Kristof Serrand,
Culotta also worked on the ani-
mation for Pharaoh Seti who is
the father of Ramescs and
Moses. In film versions, Pharach
seems very stern and unap-
proachable. In “The Prince of
Egypt,” he is a fatherly figure
who disciplines his sons yet for-
gives their pranks

“I think “The Prince of Egypt’
is specin! because it's a little dif-
ferent from other animated
films,” said Culotta. “They tried
to telt o story with more complex
emotions. If the film was made
earlier, they might have made
Moses the hero and Rameses the
villain. Even though you care
more for Moses, you realize that
R still loves his brother
and wants to be with him. You
feel sorry for him. They're com-
plex emotions, it's not just bleck
and white.”

Culotta is busy at work on his
next project for DreamWorks —
“El Dorado,” a comedy adventure

Show," is performing at Memphis
Smoke in Royal Oak. The Witch
Doctors are part of the New
Year's Eve party at Korl's Cabin
in Plymouth, where a specinl
holiday menu will be available.

Sink that darn film

The ereative minds at the
Arbor Brewing Company in Ann
Arbor are hoping ‘o sink the
“Titanic” obsession with its anti-
Titanic costume party.

“There was a couple here for
Halloween who had the greatest
Titanic ghost costumes. They
were all blue and had icicles
hanging out of their hair. They're
coming back so they can get dou-
ble use out of their costumes,”
snid Rene Greff, the owner of
Arbor Brewing

Greff and her husband are
renting their costumes from Fan-
tasy Attic in Ann Arbor.

“They've got some of the Titan-
ic costumes. The dress that she
wore with the biue hope din-
mond. That’s what I'm wearing.
My husband’s going to dress up
as the captain, she said.

“Some people are doing like
deck hands and more just tradi-
tional 1920s farmal wear. Some
peaple are doing the Irish peos-
ant clnss, Our daytime dish-
washer always does all the major
decorations for our party. He's
been working for months an stufl
like building little life rafts, and
he's got nl! these plans for mak-
ing the brewery look underwater.
It’s going to be renlly fun.”

Stagecrafters in Royal Oak is
holding a contest for & new logo.
Submissions should be post-
marked no later than Jan. 16
and contain the following cle-

. ments:

Stogecrafters name, the worlds
“Baldwin Theatre” are optional,
Royal Oak, Michigan, 2-part
design: a) logo with the word
“Stagecrafters” and b) with
“Baldwin Theatre.”

Submit your designs on 8.5 by
11-inch paper. Designs can be
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asbout two con men aboard
Cortes' ship and the adventures
they have.

He lives two miles from work
and likes his new office with a
view of a manmade waterfall.
“DreamWorks has been wonder-
ful, they spail us rotten,” he said,

His advice to anyone dreaming
of being an animator is to “just
draw and draw from life, So you
really know how things are put
together go outside and draw
peaple, life drawing classes are
essential. The best animators
draw all the time."

He'H bo spending Christmas in
California and will then fly to
Massachusotts to be with his
brother Mark and his family. His
parents John and Lynn still live
in Piymouth.

“The last time I was home wna
two years ogo,” he said. “I miss
the sensons. 1 like snow, and T
love fall, but I've become aceli-
mated to California.”

Ultimately, Culotta snid he
would like to do his own short
animated films. He'd also like to
do a children’s book.

Stagecrafters.draws
on community for help

submitted in black and white or
color, Include your name on a
scparate sheet of paper, but in
the same envelopo as the design.

Mail your entry to Cate Foltin,
Executive Director, Stage-
crafters, 415 South Lafayette,
Royal Oak, MI 48067,

For a bnckground packet on
Stageerafters and the history of
the Baldwin Theatre, call (248)
541-8027,

Tho Award Package for the
winning logo design includes —
Logo unveiled at opening of
upcoming Stagecrafters Main
Stage production, media cover-
age, pair of 99-00 Main Stage
geason tickets, pair of 99-00 2nd
Stage season tickets, Plaque
with winning design permanent-
ly displayed in vestibule of the-
ater, Stadium jacket with loge
;md set of four coffee mugs with
og.
*The Board of Dircctors of
Stagecrafters is looking for o
new corporate image that meets
our image today and where we
are headed in the future,” said
Foltin. “Thia logo {which mny or
may not include type-facc) has to
bo attractive, immediately recog-
nizable, or easily identifiable,
present a positive image for
Stagecrafters, translate well into
hlgck and white, and sny some-
thing unique about the organiza-
tion”

Tho conteat js opon to all mem-
bera of Stagecraftors ns well as
members of the community. All

brissions will bo confidentinl
The moemborship of Stage-
crafters will voto on the winner
in an upconling nowslotter.
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mailed approxi-
matoly 1,000 Gala-in-a-Boxes,
small cd-size box promising o
party inside. It's o fund-raiser for
the Stagecraftera Buijlding
Restoration Fund.

. I you haven't received a Galn-
in-n-Bax and would like to make
a contribution to Stagecrafters,
call (248) 541-8027,




