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Adventure drama: “Mighty Joe Young,” an awesome 15-
foot gorilla from Africa, is brought toa California ani-
mal preserve for his own safety, but threatened and
confused in his new confines, the gorilla escapes, leav-
ing a trail of destruction along Hollywood Boulevard.

to opan
SHIGHTY JOE YOUNQ®
An update of tho classic 1849 RKO
pdventurs film [n which o zoologlst
stumbles upon o 15-foot gorlila while
expioring In Centrat Africo. Stors Bill
Paxton, Charlize Theron,

SPATCH ADARS®

Trua story of a misfit physiclan whose
unconventional approach to healing
causes headoches for the medical
estaplishment. Stars Roblin Williams.

“DANCUNG AT LUGHNASA™

Exclusively at the Landmatk Maple Art
Theatre. The film odaptotion of Brion
Friol'a 1991 Tony Award-wlnning ploy
sbout five lonely sisters llying a hard-
scrobbta Hfe in rural lretand whose world
Is shaken when their brother, a peest,
¢etuens from Alrica o broken man. Stars
Meryl Streep.

“DOW/N THE DELIA®
An emotional and fivellng stoty whers
big city mects small town, young meet

Occ, 25

IN LOVE*

Viity ond fast maving comedy set in
1593 that follows the trials and telbulo-
1lons of Wifl Shokespearo, o struggling
young playwsight who's suffedng from a
terribln baut of wiiter's biock until he
falts in love, Stors Joseph Ficanes,
Gwyneth Poltrow, Geoffrey Rush.

“LITTLE VOICE"

Maglcol musical comedy obout the
power and perlis of expression. Based
on one of London’s most accloimed hit
plays, the story follows an aging but on-
the-prow! widow who nevef shuts up
and her reticent doughter, dubbed Littlo
Voice or *L¥” who barely speaks but
she does sing, Stars Michaet Calne.
Scheduled to open Friday, Jaouary 8

“A CIVIL ACTION"

True stoty about an attorney willing 10
risk cverything ta represent several fam-
itles who seemingly fost their children to
leukemia because of 8 nearby tocic
waste dump. Stars John Travolte,

ofd, parents reconnect with children, Robert Duvall.

ond lifo for cvetyana becomes same: Scheduled to open Fridoy, Jonuaty 15

thing unexpected. e ——
THE THIN RED LINE.

“THE FACULTY" The story of on Americon rile company

Sclence fiction thritler that biends
teenage angst, cutting-edge comedy
2nd out of this world speciol effects os
the students of Herrington High Schoot
struggle to save the world from alicn

during several months of ong of the
fiercest struggles of the twentleth cen-
tury - the 8attle of Guadalcanal. Stors
Scan Penn, George Clooncy, Woody Har-
reison, ond John Travolto.

‘Little Voice’ marvelous entertainment

BY Bob THOMAS
ABSOCIATED PRESY WRITER

The transformation is miracu-
lous. One minute the fragile waif
is o painfully introverted that
she fits her nicknome of Little
Voice. Then she struts onstage
with the confidence of a Vegas
headliner ond belts out tunes in
the styles of Judy Garland und
Shirley Bassey.

This stunning scene ia the
high point of & marvelous British
import, “Little Voice.” And don't
complain nbout a reviewer giving
away a vital plot point; Little
Voice's performance comes as no
gurprise, except in the polish of
her delivery. .

The story takes place in a
geedy resort town in the north of
England. The only entertain-
ment can be found in a rundown
nightclub, where the smarmy
owner-emeee (Jim Broadbent)
tells unfunny jokes and intro-
duces failed rock groups and
antiquated vaudeville acts.

Little Voice (Jane Horrocks)
lives with her mother Mari
{Brenda Blethyn), a motormouth

harridan desperately fighting
ugainst age with booze and an
occagional fling. No wonder the
daughter is painfully withdrawn;
she is constantly bombarded
with belittling attacks. As o
result, she spends most of the
time in her attic bedroom.

The girl's only solace comes
{from ploying the old 788 that she
enjoyed listening to with her late
father, The records feature the
big-voiced female singers of
another cra.

A shy young electrician’s
helper (Ewan MacGregor) makes
a repair call to the house and is
intrigued by Little Voicc. Until
now his only after-hours interest
has beén his collection of homing
pigeons.

Whenever Roy Say (Michael
Caine) comes to town, Mari
lights up. She has had a long-
running romance with Say, a
once-successful manager of
musical acta. Now his clients are
deserting him and his debts are
rising.

Say hears Little Voice singing
in her room and figures he has
discovered his gold mine, He
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“and at the end,
the movie tops itsetf
with comic outtakes.
undoubtedly the
funniest finale of any
animated feature”

metime magazine - richard corliss
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bristles with confidence that he
can turn the mousy recluse into
a superstar — if he can only get
her on the stage.

“Little Voice” was first written
as a London play by Jim
Cartwright, who designed it for
the mimicry genius of Jane Hor-
rocks. So unerring are her repro-
ductions of Garland, Basscy,
Monroe, Dietrich and Merman
that a note at the end of the film
assures us there were no tricks,
and that Horrocks herself sang

the nonge, on eamera with no lip-
synch.

Michael Caine is in peak form
and back in his “Alfic” mode,
playing a man of outward charm
and cold heart. Brenda Blethyn,
Oscar-nominated for “Secrets
snd Lies,” is scorching as the
ruthless mother.

The Miramax releose was
written and directed by Mark
Herman and produced by Eliza-
beth Karlsen. Rated R for Jan-
guage and sexual innuendo.

BBSO presents jazzy concert

Jazz Up Your Holidays with
the Birmingham-Bleomfield
Symphony Orchestra 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 27 at Temple Beth
E!, 14 Mile Road at Telegraph in
Bloomfield Hills.

Saxophonist Larry Nozere &
Friends will join the BBSO for
the concert which includes clas-
sics, jozz and Motown. Tickets
are $20 adults, $15 students, call
{248) 645-2276.

Nozero will perform selections
from his new CD, “Warm.” The
program also includes “The Gad-
fly” by Shostakovich, Ravel's “La
Valse,” Norris' “The Magic of
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“A Pitch-Perfect Romantic Comedy.”

“Leah Qazen, PEOPLE

“Romanti& Comedy at lts Best!”

Thoemas, ASSOCIATED PRESS
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-BG Dichl ABL RADIO NETWORY

“A Sure-Fire Hit!"

~Gene Shalt, THE TODAY $HOW

“You'll Love t!”

~Helt Rosen, K1 REWS
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Motown,” and Tyzik's “The
Essentinl Ellington.”

Nozero’s career has encom-
passed many musical styles from
quartets to big bands. In 1997 he
received special recognition for
being inducted into the “Legends
of Jazz International Hall of
Fame,” along with the “Spirit of
Detroit Award” for his achicve-
ment, leadership and dedication
to improving the quality of life.

He has toured with Ella
Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughn, Dizzy
Gillespie, Stan Getz, Sergio
Mendez, Stan Kenton and Henry
Mancini.
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