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Counting down
the days till 99

hy is it I never remember to

buy a calendar for the new

year until Jan. 1 is almost on
the doorstep?

After searching for an Irish
Wolfhound calendnr to no avail, 1
found the next best thing— the 1999
“Days of Detrait.” "

The Detroit Historical Muscum’s
calendor is o fun and cducational way
to keep track of time. Developed by
Livonia resident Jim McConnell, who
co-chaired the project with wife
Annette, the calendar marks each dny
of the new year with a historical
event.

Did you know Paderewski per-
formed at the Detroit Opera House on
Jan. 12, 1892, or that n mecting was
held ot that same focation March 17,
18175, to send relief to Grasshopper,
Suffers in Nebraskn? Or that on this
day in 1979, the Red Wings played
their first game at Joe Louis Arena?

In keeping with the historical
theme, all of the calendar's art fea-
tures scenes {rom the past, including
Troy artist Doug Parrish's painting of
businessmen carrying out transac-
tions on busy Woodward Avenue in
1899, Originally commissioned by R,
L. Polk for its executive offices, the
Detroit strect scene is featured on the
cover. Underwritten by R. L. Potk
(headquartered in Southfield), the cal-
endar benefits the Seciety which pro-
vides major funding to the Detroit
Historical Muscums, including the
Detroit Historical Muscum, Dossin
Great Lakes Museum, Historic Fort
Wayne and the Historic Moross
House,

Woodward Avenue 1899: D.M.
Parrish of Troy created this
Detroit street scene for the
1999 Detroit Historical Muse-
um calendar.

A day at a time
The idea for the calendar to record
Detroit history dny-by-day came natu-

rally to McCanncll. He's n longtime
history teacher for Denrborn Public
Schoals and annually takes 2,400
fourth and cighth graders ta tour the
Detroit Historicn] Museum, For 1999,
he's planning a bus trip for the kids to
visit histaric sites in Detroit.

Since first mentioning the project to
the Detroit Historienl Suciety to iden-
tify ench dny of the year with a histor-
jeal event two and one-half years ago,
MecConnell has spent hundreds of
hours researching the State Archives
in Lansing, materials at the Burton
Historical Socicty, and rending the
Detroit Public Library's 1853 history,
“Detroit in Ita World Setting, a 260-
Year Chronology, 1701-1922.” He's
read more than a few boaks, including
biographies of key personalitics, and

and visited Websi
Annette created most of the data base
for the calendar’s events. The
McConnells originally began volun-
tecring thelr time ot the Detroit His-
torir‘:al‘Muacum five years.
ph "

HOPES AND RESOLUTIONS

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN AND
FRANK PROVENZANO
STAFF WRITERS

the communities throughout the
region.”
-~ Maurice D. Parrish, interim
director, Detroit Institute of Arts

hill the ch Cue the

song of the moment - “1999°

by the artist formerly known
ns Prince. And watch in the
rearview mirror as the 20th centu-
ry slips over millennium's edge.
For now, it's time for that end-of-
the-year personal-improvement
trinl known as a New Yeur's Reso-
fution.
For gome of us, a resolution is n
pragmatic exercise like trying on
shoes — merely n case of finding
something that fits,
But there are many people in the
arts community whose hopes for
the new yenr will shape the future
culture of our metropolis. The fol-
lowing is o random sample of
some of those resolutions.
So, shake off the holidny slumber
and follow along.
It’s ns good o time as any tolifta
glasy, appreciate family and
friends, and hope for peace.

“I'm hoping for a renewed aware-
ness of the value of the arts to the
fabric of our lives.
“And I hope support for not-for-
profit organizations will be more
forthcoming in terms of volunteer
time and monetary contribu-
tions.”
- Janet E. Torno, exceutive dirce-
tor, Birmingham Bl field

“My hopo is to reach our youth
through art education and enter-
tainment, And through the arts,
help us understand the various
cultures by uniting us in a com-
mon appreciation and respect for
our neighbors™

— Marlowe Belanger, manager,

Southficid Centre for the Arts

“In the upcoming ycar, we hope to
become n place where families
make repeat visits becauss of

work.”
- Bob Sheridan, president,
Livonia Arts Commission

diverso and thought-p: g

exhibits and activities,

 Staff of Charles H. Wright Muse-
um of African American History

“To resolve to become involved
with the education programs in
the schools and to develop n close

“Qur resolution is to continue to
let people ~ olt over the metro
area —~ know that they're welcome
at Cranbrook.”
- Elaine Gurian, interim director,
Cranbrook Institute of Science

“We're nbout to unfold our most
exciting year, from ‘Weird Science’
in winter to contemporary Cubnn
art in summer to a hot British
artist in the fall. My goal is to
make aure that even more people
know what we're doing, and poasi-
bly to increase our attendance by
25 percent.”

— Gregory Witthopp, director,

ranbrook Art Muscum

“My hope is to get this facility
renovated, search for a Jarger
space, and to bronden the scope of
what art is.”
— Ann Blatte, exeeutive director;
Paint Creck Center for the Arts

“We're going to celebrate 30 years
in 1999. We hope to continue to
provide wonderful arts experi-
ences for all ages while expanding
our nudiences and the visibility of
our local artists.”

— Jennifer Tobin, exceutive director,
Plymouth Community Arts Council

“Qur hope is to attract talented
students; to secure funding for
specinl projects such aa visiting
artists; to restore the faculty stu-
dio; and, to look for partnerships
with the community.”

- Doutg Semivan, newly appointed
art dept. chair, Madonna University

*“I'm reselved to work harder in
getting publicity and reviews on
my artists.”
- David Klein, owner,
David Klcin Gallery

Center

“I hope tho good, positive feelings
in the city of Detroit continue.
And as the economy continues to
boom for the arca for many of us
to participnte in that growth.
Finally, my hope ia for the muse-
um to become more d to

“Qur resolution is to move tho

Detroit Artist Market in a more

prominent location within the

Cultural Center”

- MariaLuisa Belmante, exccutive
director; Detroit Artists Market

(NOTE: A buing at the cornar of Forwst and Wood-
wartd )8 likely the naw home for DAM, currently located
)

“We're ved to to try
to improve our attendanco by
bringing orchestral programs to
our audience that they fecl com-
fortable with, and to rnise enough
money to stay in the black.”
~ Robert Bennett, president,
Livonia Symphony Orchestra

“Qur hope i8 to hire a PR person
for the Livonia arts featival; to
install a new picce of sculpture in
the civic center complex; to con-
tinue the scholarship program for
youth; and, to provido artists with
opportunities to exhibit their

r hip between the commu-
nity and the educational procesa
in the schools.”
- Russcll Reed, conducton,
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra

“My resolution is to spend more
time with my music, and to con-
tinue to raise funds for the
Detroit Opera House’s many pro-
Jects”
- David DiChicra, general
director, Michigan Opera Theatre

“I'm haping to get back to writing
and spend more time with my
family.”
- Geoffrey Sherman, artistic
dircctor, Meadow Brook Theatre

*] hope that the sometimes hos-
tile differences between countries,
politice] partics, races and reli-
gions will diminish so that we can
wark together to create o better
tomorrow.

- Chuck Forbes, real estate
developer, owner, The Gem Thealre

“For a healthy new ycar for ‘At
Home' reporter Mary Klemie, cur-
rently on extended medical leave.
May 1999 bring Mary back to her
coworkers at the Observer &
Eceentric,
For the record, we miss you,
Mary”

— Obscrver & Eccentric staff
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Three artists sh
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some of the
of Dottoit histary, when the last
horse-drawn fire vehicles were used,”
said McConnell, “What impresacd me
was the famine in Ireland in the
18008, Detroiters were lelping people
in distress back then. I knew nbout
our helping other countrics, but didn’t
know it started so carly.”

Parrish's “Detroit Streot Scene”
painting appears not only on the
cover but also far the month of May.
The rest of the art, including paint-
ings of Dotroit's 1805 firo and the
arrival of the iron horae in 1837, iu by
the lato Rabert Thom, Formerly of

Floaso sco EXPRESSIONS, D2

The wooden
and fabric
sculptures of
Italian artist
Elena
Berriola are
highly ani-
mated, yet
formal.

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAYT
fprovenzano@ochomecamm.net

Drawing a line between the liter-
al and metaphorical hns never been
an casy task for reviewers of con-
temporary art, Especially when
“art” can be considered as whatever
you think it is.

The meaning of contemporary
art, for Bome, lies with the vagaries
of the interproters, thus making
“srt” one long self-absorbed argu-
ment, (The popular Broadway play,
“Art,” dramaticnlly makes this
point.} '

Attaching a label such as mini-
malism, abstractionism, expression-
{sm or any other “lem” can be the
knoll for originality.

Perhaps that's why Paul Kotula
stops lightly around any stendfust
descriptions of the threo distinct
exhibits currently at Revolution, an
airy streetaide gallery along Wood-
ward Avenue in Ferndale.

But make no mistake. Kotula,
director at the radically urbane
gallery that shows a mix of interna-
tional, New York-bascd and local
nrtists, isn't without his own inter-
pretation.

ed skin toexo hir art

Three Solo Exhibits
at Revolution

W “Enclosed Gardona,” fabric and

wooden sculptures by Elena
Berslolo

W “Absent One,” ceromic sculp-
ture by Jac Won Lee

& “Recent Works on Paper” by
Glna Ferrarl

WHEN: Through Jon. 16

*Thesc are three women artists
denling with issucs of lity and
sensuanlity that gets quite abstract,”
he said.

Actually, the works of Elena
Berriolo, Jac Won Lee and Gina

Plouso sce SKIN, B2

23257
Avenue, Ferndolo; (248} 541-
3444
HOURS: 11 a.m.5 p.m. Tue
doy-Saturday: closed Jan, 1-4
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