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Ski n from page B1

Ferrari start abatract, head for
mare rarefied air and become an
exercise in obsessivencss,

Thankfully, there ie no casily
referred to “ism” that neatly
deseribe the breadth of their cle-
gant expressions. Rather there's
a more earthy feeling that tiea
togother the three dissimilar
exhibita.

In a word: skin-like. Layers
and Jayers.

Beneath the surface
Beneath  Berriolo's  silk
damasks and brocades are

shapely wooden structures. The
effect is a highly animated, rich-
ly textured sculpture that
reflects an acrobatic sensibility
that is both playful and farmal.
Using distinctively ornate Ital-
inn fabrics together with her
strongly implied gestures,

Berriolo's sculpturea offer a
passing nod to the decorative
ard® while focusing on the rela-
tionship betweon human forms
and its cloth dressing.

Whercas Berriolo's

curronts. Kotula claims that
Lee's choice of imagery and form
reveals the painful path of cul-
tural assimilotion.

In her subtlest sculptures, the
i jon of traditional Korcan

nearly bounce around Revolu-
tion, Jae Won Lee's restrained
ceramic sculptures in the middle
gallery possess a serenc, yet stir-
ring quality.

The rectangular boxes are
infused with Lec's interpreta-
tions of patterns found on tradi-
tional Korcan textiles. Through
the ure of glazes and a delicato
crystallization process, the dense
ceramic boxes have the translu-
cent effect of looking into o pass-
ing atream,

Born and raised in Koren and
now living in the United States,
Lee is an artist straddling cul-
turen with distinctly different
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patterns merge with fundamen-
tal rectangular shapea. The
result is a serene reconciliction
of utility and identity.

An obsession

In contrast to Lee's restrained
manneriam, the drawings on
paper by Ferrari reveal an artist
relentlessly pursuing an idea. Or

repeating an idea.

“There are things Gina is
doing that no onc clse is hitting
on," said Kotula,

Fow would argue. Over the
last two years, Ferrari's installa-
tions have been provocative,
pwe-inspiring, and always, chal-
lenging.

Last January, she created a
chandelier sculpture of 700 plas-
ter-cost impressions of her feet.
And in the foll of 1996, Ferrari's
exhibit, “Gagged,” included rows
of plaster casta of her chin with a
cork inserted in her mouth.

Expi‘ess-ﬂ@ns from page XX

In her current exhibit, Ferrari
displays the same obsessive
curiosity with her small mark-
ings on paper. The collection of
markings compose a large-scale
drawing that is highly fuid, and
abstractly compared to long
strunds of hair blown by the
wind.

“I've always been curious whut
her work would look like if she
hired someone to do all the repli-
cation,” snid Kotula.

“Every mark is.a distinct
mark, not just mass produced.
Yet there's this amazing repeti-

tive quality.”

Like her compelling large-
scale sculptures, Ferrari suc-
ceeds at demonstrating the tran-
sition whoreby on obsession
becomes a beautiful form worth
contemplating and talking
about.

But the meaning of Berriolo,
Lee and Ferrari’s work, of
course, is strictly open to inter-
pretation.

And that's probably the way it
should be.

Bloomfield Hills, Thom was
killed in an auto accident more
than 10 years ago.

“The Scottish Settlement
School near Dearbarn where
Henry Ford once atiended, Thom
went in and visited the class and
took phatographs of the class
and teacher,” snid McConnell.
“We're now giving hig painting a
second life.”

A history of its own

R. L. Polk, named nfter its
founder Ralph Lane Polk, Lus
been based in Detroit since 1870
when it produced a directory list-
ing the residents, professionals
and tradespeople living and
working in towns along the
Detroil and Milwaukee Railway.
Today, about to enter its third
century under the leadership of
the Polk family, the internation-

-

y Manor’s

New Year’s Eve

7pm-2am

(Doars Close at 8:30 pm)

« Lavish Hors D’Ocuvres ©
« Gourmet Dinner &
Wine served to your table «
« Champagne Toast & Party
Favors *

« All Rescrved Seating ¢
Tim Hewitt Band
$70 per person
(Must be 21 years ar older)

|
J

Tgurel Vjanor

BANGUET AND VDEO CONIRENCE QTR

Tickets aenfablo ot Louse] Maor . Art

chooleraft Rd., Livonia p :
(735 462.0710, Sarm-Gp, Man-Sat. Qpen Christntas Eve
o Payment by Check,Cash, Viaa or Mastercard 10-6 pan.

al pany still publishes city
directorics, but also compiles
and interprets motor vehicle
statistics, provides direct mar-
keting, databose morketing and
other information services.

“Polk prints 40 million calen-

ART BEAT

dars a year,” said McConnell. “I
was on the Scsquicentennial
committee when I learned about
the paintings by Robert Thom,
They belonged to Ameritech and
slides still existed for the paint-
ings used 30 years ago, Them
ariginally created the “History of
Michigan” series for Michi

Bell in the 1960s.”

Cover artist

Parrish began illustrating for
art studios in the Detroit area in
1945. He originally studied com-
mercinl art at Cass Technical
High School. At age 76, he's
retired from commercinl art but
continucs to paint portraits.
Resourees are important to Par-
rish no matter what the medi-
um. He researched subject mat-
ter for the oil painting for Polk
at Henry Ford Museum &

* Greenfield Viltage in Dearborn.

“The man holding the book is
the founder of R. L. Polk and
taken from a photo of him at the
turn-of-the-century,” snid Par-
rish. “Those businesscs really
did exist there on Woodward at

that time.”

When McConnell and the Soci-
cty began the calendnr project
they had no iden that the artists
they'd chosen were mentors.
Overwhelmed by commissions
for historical art, Thom asked
Parrish to help him paint two
scries on Illinois and printing.
They remained friends through
life,

“I used to work for Bob who
used to have an art studio in
Detroit,” said Parrish. “He way
doing a series for Parke-Davis on
the history of Michigan and the
history of pharmacy. He became
5o busy he nsked me to paint
some of them.”

That taste of historical art
institled n love in Parrish so that
when R. L. Polk approached him
about painting the Detroit street
scene, he jumped at the chance.

This is the first Detroit Histor-
ical Socicty calendar and onc of
several to come as Detroit builds
toward the celebration of its
300th birthday in 2001, Look for
artist William Moss® paintings of
Detroit in the yenr 2000. For

2001, McConnell, an educator at
heart, is “working on an idea to
use callege students to create
paintings for the calendar.” He is
also seeking informantion about
historical events to fill the dnys.
Local historical socicties, corpo-
rations, labor unions, civic
groups, and other organizations
are encouraged to share their
atories with the “Days of Detroit”
committee. McConnell can be
renched ot (313) 833-7937,

P.S. Thanks Alicia for your
voice mail to wish me a Merry
Christmas, It waa really nice to
hear that you enjoy reading the
Aris & Leisure section, and are a
fellow wolfhound lover who does-
n't mind hearing about the
nntics of Shamrock, my 3-year
old Irish Wolfhound. I hope you
eventually find a wolfhound as
sweet aa the late Molly.

If you have an interesting idea
for a story involving the visual or
performing arts or simply want
to share your thoughts, call arty
reporter Linda Ann Chomin,
(734) 953-2145 or send ¢-mail fo
Ichomin@oc.homecomm.net

THAT'S A VIEW

The Birminghum Bloomfield
Art Center will host a tour of
Florence, Siena and Rome, from
April 22 to May 2.

Joining the tour will be
renown photographer Balthazar
Korab, who is currently working
on a photography book of Roman
rooftops.
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resort vacations
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great attraction,
the highlight

that’s the lure

to a spectacular
experience.

We’ve found one
destination that has
a host of special
attractions...

and more!

Trave) Charter's new Saturday afterndon nionstops begin Jan. 2.
Choose from a wide varicty of accommodations at 12 hotels;

Vacations catalog for complete details,

rices are per person based on double occupancy, plus $52 depar- 7 l Eh
gm: taxes, Ask your trave) agent for our fulfoolo; 1998-99 Resort '.n' .r "
INTERNATIONAL

The tour of Italy will be led by
art historian Deborah Kawsky
and BBAC's Executive Director
Janet Torno.

Participants will visit the
UfTizi, Sistine Chapel, Davanzati
Palace in Florence and the Villa
Farnesina in Rome.

Estimate tour price of $3,079
is based on double occupancy. It
includes nirfare, hotels, ndimis-
sions, transfers, and most menls,

A $500 deposit is required to

reserve space. Deadline for final
payment is Jan, 22.

Winter classes on Italian art
nnd architecture will be offered
at the BBAC. .

For more information, cal
(248) 644-0866.

MEADOW EROOK NAMES NEW
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING
Douglas W. Coon has been

numed Meadow Brook Theatre's

first-ever director of marketing

and sales.

Coon, a native of Gaylord,
comes to Mendow Brook from
Duke Univergity, where he
served ns a morketing/publicity
associate,

Coon holds a Master of Fine
Arts degree in arts administra-
tion from Virginin Tech where he
studied under nationally
renowned arts consultunt George
Thorn.
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LIKE YOU'VE NEVER SEEN

NOW OPEN:

THE NEW GALLERIES OF MODERN AND
CONTEMPORARY ART.

FEATURING THE SPECIAL EXHIBITION: A PASSION FOR GLASS: THE AVIVA AND
JACK A. ROBINSON STUDIO GLASS COUECTION THROUGH FEBRUARY 14.

TOUR OF MODERN & CONTEMPORARY GALIERIES: MONDAY, DECEMBER 28 AT
NOON. WITH BECKY HART OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 20THCENTURY ART.

SPECIAL HOLIDAY HOURS: OPEN EVERY DAY THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 11 AM-5 PM.

CLOSED JANUARY 1,

RECOMMENDED ADMISSION: $4 PER ADULT; $1 PER CHILD; DIA MEMBERS FREE.

BUT IS IT ART ¢

L
[1
HCHIGAN COUNCE 1OR AZTS AND CUCURAL

1990
[NDGWMENT $O8 THE ASTS, THE GAAYLING TUND, THE FRENDS OF MOOLEN ARY AND FOUNDLRS JMIOR COUNCL
AITARS, AND THE CITY OF DETROR. $NFORM AUDKD AS \iretng

CHAIAW TUBIR, THE BIASL 1987

THE B4 AND 15 MADE POSSBLE WITH THE SUPORS OF AYVA AND
ALK A ROBNSON, THE MICHGAN COUNCL FOR AXTS AND CULTURAL ASTAS AND THE CITY C# OETRORT. ‘”""

BY GRANTS FEOM Tt NANONAL
A
TOUR SAONSOED BY HUDION'S

- [THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS

5200 WOODWARD AVENUE, DETROIT, M 48202 © (313) 833.7900 » www.dia.org I

\




