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Former Detroit Lion writes
encouraging book for kids

Can | Play, Too?

By K. Scott Conover
{Proctor Publications, $9.95)
By HUGH GALLAGHER

STAFF WRITER

hgallsgher@oc.homecomm.nvt

As an offensive lineman for the
Detroit Lions K. Scott Conover
could be un intimidating pres-
ence.

But undernenth the shoulder
pads, Conover of Bloomficld
Hills is o sensitive man whose
early experiences ns  child with
leg braces has ma]urul this
warm and encournging book for
children.

“Can I Play, Too?" follows the
life of Teddy Watts from birth to
freshmaon year in high school.
Teddy has to wear leg braces to
correet a pigean-toed walk. In
addition he's small for bis nye.
"This double whammy makes him
the butt of other children’s
taunts nnd laughter.

But Teddy is not discouraged.
A ]m'm;, mother and two encour-
aging snuturn help give him confi-
dence in himself and resilience
agninst the taunts of others. e
is also encournged by sensitive
teachers and nmrhburs

When Teddy wins a friend,
DPudley, who is more handi-
capped than he is, he shows that
he's lenrned compassion from his
own experience. When Teddy
loses his braces, bas n dramatic
growth spurt and becomes Ted,
an ncmmplml)ud basketba lI il
er, he doesn't forget the w
he's learned from the kindness of
others,

1t's a simple story, told directly
and from the heart.

“It was inspired by my experi-
ence ng a yong boy. 1 wore orthe-
pedic braces from the time [ was
1-1/2 to 3 and stopped wenring
them because my parents could-
n't afford them anymore,”
Conover said.

Unlike Te(l{ly. Conover was lu;'
for his nge in hurhl nnd w it
During his cigth grade year in

(&

f

o | Play, Too?

by K Seatt Conover

inspiring story:
Former Lion K.
Scott Conover
used his own
experience as a
child to write a
story to help
children face
their problems.

schoul, Conover joined the Pop
Warner Football team for the
first time but wasn't allowed to
play in any games beeause he
was overweight.

“I alwnys stood out,” snid
Conover, who played Purdue and
was drafted by Lions in 1991. He
quit in 1996,

The book is part of Conover's
concern for young pnnp!u

“I just wanted te jnspire young
people to pursue their nspira-
tions. I've been workiog on moti-
vating young people for the last
seven or eight years. I wanted to
do it in a different way than
mativational speaking,” he suid.

Conover said he left the Lions
at the same time as former conch
Wayne Fontes when he was
finaily forced from the game by
injuries. It gave him a chance to
pursue his own aspirations as a
writer and artist.

“This is not going to be the last
book,” Conover said.

He is currently working on a
sequel to “Can ! Play, Too™ fea-

turing Teddy's pal Dudley.

“I'm also an artist and I'm
doing illustrations for these nni.
smated characters T've ereated, it
also more on the erduentional
side. I've always wanted to do it
When T was young I was nlw:
drawing cartoon figures, but my
athletic skills grow faster thun
my artistic skills,” he said.

1n 1994, Conever founded the
Scott Conover Youth Foundation
in his native New Jersey.

“We provide athletic and aca-
demic enrichment programs for
all students and subsidize eco-
nomically disadvantaged stu.
dents,” he soid.

Though curreatly operating
only in New Jersey, Conover
gaid he would like to expand it to
other arcas.

Conover will be promoting bis
new book throuph motivational
talks ot area schools. He is also
trying to get the book into area
hockstores. It is currentiy avail-
ahle at Walden Books.
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CALLINGALL KIDS!

NICKELODEON, the ounly network just for kids, has
to give Observer &
Eccentric Hometown Newspapers area kids a chance Lo
participate in outrageous games from their favorite
NICKELODEON shows as NICKELODEON's GAME
LAB comes to town on December 31. The 45-minute
shows will take place at 4:15 & 6:15 p.m. in the heated
tent across from the Community House in Birmingham.

Part of First Night Birmingham '99

Buy Your Buttons Today!
(Kids 5 & under FREE)

MediaOne

Available at:

« All area Kroger stores
« The Community House - Birmingham
« Videomax - Birmingham, 33855 Woodward
» First Night HQ., 725 S. Adams, L-17 - Birminghaiu

This is Broadband. This is the way.

LAB ) @bserv

er & Tecentric it

HEWSPRPTRS

M,,/




