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' Winter has token its time to
arrive this year despite predic-
tions of a “long, hard” winter fol-
*]owmg Inst year's gentle weath-

I Certmnly Michigan’s skiing

‘and snowmobiling industry is "

hoping that we get lots of snow
in tho next three months.
- Though Michigan isn't blessed
‘with the mountains of the
West or New England, abundant
snow falls in the northern part
of the state nnd several good size
hills make for attractive destina-
tiona. for downhill skiers. In
addition, the state has proven a
popular location for cross coun-
try skiing and enowmobiling.

AAA Michigan reports that
many ski areas have invested in
anow making equipment to help
mother nature along. They also
report new runs at four areas
and new inner tubing parks or
runs in place at four arcas,

Here is AAA Michigan’s run-
down on skiing in the state:

Northern Lower Michi

Teen
appeal:
Michigan
ski resorts
were
among the
first to pro-
mote snow-
boarding,
a sport
that has
won the
support of
many
teens.

Scveral resorts report major
slope additions. At Boyne Moun-
tain, near Boyne Falls, nine new
intermediate runs will be served
by a new three-place chair lift.
Both Boyne Mountain and sis-
ter resort Boyne Highlands, near

. Harbor Springs, will sport new

or improved snowboard parks up
‘to 2,000 feet long, os well as fam-
ily Lubing parks.

Boyne Highlands also added a
“couloir,” & steep, narrow run
similar to these high in the
mountaing of western ski oreas,
It will be only 20 feet wide.
Boyne also purchased o “Pipe
Dragon” half-pipe groomer.

Crystal Mountain, near
Thompsonville, bonsts cight new
intermediate slopes and a high-
speed, four-place chair lift. The
runs increage ski terrain by 25
“percent. The “quad™ lift replaces
n three-place model that way
moved to service the new runs,
Beginner skiers can learn in a
new teaching area away from
the crowds. The resort also pur-
chased a half-pipe groomer. Near
Cadillae, Caberirae widened its

- tallest North Peak by 46 feet and

raijsed it by 60. It increaned

snowmaking capacity 16 percent,
purchased a new slope groomer,
refurbiched lodge rooms and
added an outdoor pool and hot
tub for guests.

Nub's Nob, ncar Harbor
Springs, ndded one intermediate
and one beginner trail and
widened two others. It also
increased snowmaking nearly 10
percent and night skiing terrain
by 40 percent. The resort, which
is celebrating its 40th anniver-
sary, also purchased a Pipe
Dragon snowboard park
groomer.

The Homestend, near Glen
Arbor, says new fine-spray snow
quns double its enpncity and
allow snowmaking nt higher
temperatures. Skiers also can
stay at 23 new condo-style rooms
or upgraded hatel rooma.

Shanty Creek near Bellaire
continues its expansion at
Schuss Village, including a fitth
four-place chair 1ift and short
advanced run. It is upgrading its
snowboard program and conlin-
ues constructing an 84-suite
slopeside hote! for next season
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that
include a tunnel to the lifts,

Hanson Hills, near Grayling,
hns a new $92 family learn-to-
nki package with lift tickets,
lessons and rental equipment for
up to six.

‘Trectops, near Gaylord, moved
its crosa- country trails to a more
pristine setting and is building
new condos and townhouses for
next season. Mt. McSauba, near
Charlevoix, added a new ski
rental aren and lounge with a
deck. Supar Loaf, near Cednr,
began a multi-million dollor ren-
ovation by updating the enfeterin
and all main lodge public areas.

Mt. Holiday, near Traverse
City, expanded its tubing aren
and snowboard park and
upgraded slope grooming and
gnowmaking.

Centrnl Lower Michigan:
Apple Mountain, near Freeland,
between Saginaw and Midland,
added n restaurant and lounge
overlooking the slopes. It also
added shaped rental skis, which
have wider tips for casier turn-
ing and learning. Snowsnake,

will

near llurrmnn, is rudolng a

lts anotvbonrd park and added

rd park.

nenr Grand Rapids, has 1,00[)
scts of new rental skis and
increased snowmaking. Pando,
near Rockford, bought a new
slope groomer. Bittersweet, at
Otsego, increased rental akis —
including shaped skis — and
snowboards by 20 percent, and
snowmaking 16 percent. Mulli-
gan's Hotlow, nenr Grand
Haven, and Silver Ridge, near
Farwell, upped snowmaking 50
and 30 percent, respectively.

Timber Ridge, near Gobles,
expanded its terrnin park 50
percent, added o new snowboard
rental area and is upping snow-
maoking 40 percent and adding
family learn-te-ski programs.

Southern Lowor Michigan:
Alpine Valloy, near Milford,
increased snowboanrd, rebuilt its
half-pipe, purchased n half-pipe
groomer aond new slope
groomers, and is adding a tubing
park with rope tows and snow-
making that increases output nt
higher temperatures, while
Mount Brighton added snow-

window seating to its
cafotoria. Ski Brule, neoar.Iron
River, ndded a Pipo Dragon holf-
pipe groomer and o second atory
deck onto the lodge.

Silver Mountain, near St.
Ignace, expanded snowmaking to
cover all runs and added 15 kilo-
meters of intermedinte eross-
country ski trails, Norway
Mountain, near Iron Mountain,
built a 1,000-squnre-foot addi-
tion for a ski shop and will offer
performanee ski rentals.

Porcupine Mountain, near
Ontonagon, built a 1,500-aquare-
foot chalet expansion for a new
cafeterin, cxtended a double
black diamond run by a quarter
mile, added children’s day caro
and mare rental skis and snow-
boards. .

AAA Michigan and Travet
Michigen have produced a one-
page guide, “Downhill Destina-
tions 1998-99,” which charts the
services ot state ski arens. The
gutide is availnble at all AAA
Michigan branch offices, Skiers
can also cnl) (BD0YMI-4-SNOW

making and rental boarda.
Upper Peninsula: Blackjack

for dai

near Bessemer, added 350 pairs
of shaped rental skis, a 4,000-
foot-long tree run for black dia-
mond skiers and new terrain
includes a “tunnel of snow.” Indi-
anhead Mountain, near Iron-
wood, added 10 acres of glade
skiing, o new snowboard hall-
pipe and shaped rental skia.
Marquette Mountain expanded

also reporis on
the incremsing popularity of
cross-country skiing which is
attracting 900,000 Michiganians
to the state's 3 400 kilometers of
troila.

Events to get skiers on the
trail this winter according to
AAA Michigan include:

| Discover Michigan skiing,
Jan. 4 through 31. At 12 partici-

pating downhill locations with
cross-couniry skiing, beginners
got o lesson, equipment rental
and trail pass for $26 for udulln
and $16 for children nges 7 to 14,
For information, call (248)620-
4448,

® Ski Fest, Jan, 10. Rent skis
at a discount and take a lesson
on groomed trails at a dozen par-
ticipating ski arens statewide,
Food is included at many of the
arcas. For more information, call
(616)271-68314.

Winter is an important season
everywhere in Michigan, but in
the Upper Peninsula it helps
define the area and several
cvents are scheduled to celebrate
Old Man Winter in the UP on
skis, snowmobiles and snow-
shoca.

On Jan. 9, Feb. 13 and March
13, the St. Ignace Snowmobile
Poker Runs feature snowmobil-
era racing aleng groomed traila
in pursuit of the best poker
hand. For information, call
(800)338-6660.

Sault Ste. Maric holds its
nnnwo) Snowmobile Rally, Jan.
9-10, Cali (800)647-2858.

The Brockway Mountain Chal-
lenge Cross Cnunlry Ski Race in
Copper Harbor is Jan. 23 featur-
ing a 15km rece up and over
Brockwny Mountain. Call
(906)523-4884.

Michigan Tech’s annun! Win-
ter Cnrnival is Jan. 30 to Feb, 6
featuring a variety of ice and
snow events . Call (506)523-
4884,

Mlchlgan celebrates winter on skis and snowmobiles
alhdidndese

» Aerobic Classes
o Step Classes .

y  wi

3 atholie Church

{8200 Wayns, beL Warren & Joy Rds.)

1day pes vi/$59 2 days/$75 12 weeks

6:00 P.M. LowsHilmpact Jan.4  Sbeshandiope

Bacreaiion Canfer (36651 Ford Rd., E. of Newburg, behind
Blty }hll 734-722-7620}

perwk$53  2days/$68  Unlimited/S86 11 vieet
. SI! oa m\hl fes will be charged tor tha slep classes

MY 0AM. HilowImpact Jan, 11 Staff

MW 5.55?, . Low /Hilmpact dan. 11 A Schumake
MW 7.05PM. Scuipt&Toms Jan 1t P.Hoxon
TAH  555PM. Hilow!mpact Jan.12 B, Savalox
TAH  7:05PM. StepCircuit  Jan, 12 L Range

*Babysitting avallable/$1.50 per child/$3.00 per tamily

12 RLYMOUTH
JoAnne's Dance Extension (Ply. Trade Ctr., 5262 General Or
Stz 180 & 130, bat. Ann Arbor Rd. & Joy, E. of Liliey)

1 day pst 2days/$75  UntimHed/$94 t2weeke
*MNVF S30AM. ““Rotation  Jan.4 G, VanHoe
*TAH  930AM. Hilowlmpct Jan.5 K Rudolpt

'Babysmmn avallables$1.50 per child/$3.00 per famlly
**Classes willinclude Low/H, Asrobic Circut and Sculpt & Tonx

Plymotth Cuttaral Canler {525 Farmet-734-455-6620)
1 day pas day Unlimited/$85 11 weet:
MW 6:00PM. LowMlImpact Jan. 11 S.King

13- LIVOHIA

any Crosa Lulheran Chureh (30650 Stx Mie Rd., E. of Merrima
day porwk’$58  2days/S75  Unlimited/$d 12 week

"NDTE No night classes Feb, 12, 24, March 3, 1, 17, or 2

- 3dj. made at regisiration

*MWE S00AM. Hilowimpact Jan.&4 P, Peilz
MWW 600PM. Lowimpact Jan.4 M. Hopsor
ww 710PM. Hilaw Impact Jan.4 M. Hopsor

*TATH S00AM. SculptTons Jan.5  T.Brandor
*Babysitting available/$2.00 per child/$4.00 pes family

14.- SQUTHFIELD

(Renhtn through Southfisld Parks & Rec. - 248-354-9603)
perweek /348 2 day/$62  Unlimited/378

erl.ud-ril Comm. Ed, Bldg,

(IBSVSW 8 Mila Ad..bet. Snulhllcld & Evergreen) lownks
Sculpt & Tops Jan. 11

WW 1 00 P.M. Lowlimpact Jan. 19 5!:!1
TAH 6:00P.M. Sculpt&Tone Jan 12 K Bishop
TAH 7.00PM, STEP Jan. 12 K Bishop

Studem must ptovide own STEP

15.- FARMINGTON
annnml {38500 W. Nina Mils Rd., E n( Hawum)
1 day per 2day ed/$85 11 weeks
** $11.00 rental lulvdll boauro:d tnl mu step classos of
bring own S1€p
MF  820Al

:20 Lowimpact Jan 4 S, Kambours
*MWEF 8:35AM. HVLow Impact Jan.4  PureaGoodman
MW 6:00PM. Sculpt&Tone Jan.4 P. Keiwan
MAY  7:10PM. HilowImpact Jan.4 P ingrody
w B:20AM. Ascobe Clrcult Jan.6 S, Kambourls
“TMH  915AM. STEP Jan.5  P.Kerwan
TAH  600PM HVI.ow 1mpact Jan.§ K fraadwed-Smeth
TTH  7:05PM. Jan. 5 K Treadwl-Soth
Sat 8:30 AM Hvu:w Impact Jan.@ L Burke
Sculpt & Tone Jan. 8 M. Navano-Bloom
‘Batmmlno 82 Dﬂ per child

Falih Covanant Chorth {14 Mils & Drake)

(Call 734-661-3191 for more [nformation)

1 d:vpuwmss 2days/$68  Unkimiled/S85 11 weeks
: 25AM. LowHilmpact Jan.d4  Undy

- 0 AM. SculptaTons Jan.4 G Zetsedholn
IIH 700PM Low/Hi Impact Jan, § K Hoberts

“Babysitting avallable $2.00 per child
11 wes

Farmington Hills Actlvilles Canter
(28500 19 Mile Rd., Gats 4 Door C-248-473-1816}
1day porwk/353  2days/$68  Unlimiledss83

“MAY  9:30AM. Sculpt&Tons Jan.d L Mords
MTW 6:30PM. Hilow Impact Jan.4 WikamsOclzevw
“TAH  9:25AM. **Rolation Jan.§ J.Stee
Sat G00AM. HULow Impact Jan, 9 K Treadweli-Smth

*Babysitting available $2.00 per child
«*Classes alternate between HiLow Aerobics/Circuits/Fat
Burmer, Checkmln Instructor.
Bweeks

(Register through Farmington Comm. £d. 248-489-3333)

perwi33d  2dzys/$50 NoClasses:fed. 15817
Farmingion Communlty Schoo!
{30415 Shiawasses, bet. Tuck & Orchard Lk Rd )"

900AM. Hilow Impact Jan. 18 Shff

*Babysitting avallable $2.00/Chitd-must be walking-no infants

18- KOV}

Hovl Cylc Center 1 weeks
(45175 W. 10 Mile Rd., bet. Novi & Talt, 248-347-0400)

Al Novl students must register/pay through Novi Pks, & Rec.
office {248-347-0400). Registrations/Payments will not be
accepled through the Fitness Factory office of through the
Instructors. Non Resident fe¢ 20%. Please biing a mat of
fowel to class

NO CLASSES: Jan, 150{ IE Feb. 15

1 day per wi/$47 2.50 Unlimiled/$79
g 111 00 rental taa wm ba charged for the step ctasses of
bvinq own sleg
MW 900AM. Lwlmwd Jan.4 S.Kely
*MWEF 10:15AM, STEP Jan.4 Sttt
MW 615PM, NVI.anmpacl Jan.4 L Butke
MW 7:25PM. STEPII Jan.4 L Batagna
‘TII’N 900AM. Sculpi&Tone Jan 5 S. Fanagan
300 AM. FalBumer S. Kelty
00 A. Seulpt & Tone Jan 9 Stait

:00 AM.
‘Babyxmlnq $1.50 pes child/$3.00 per family

Novl Meadows (2554 Taft, N, of 10 Mila)
(Register through Novi Corm. Ed. - 248-443-1208)
NO CLASSES: Feb. 15 through 18, March 3 & 4
§ day par wk/S40  241vs862  Unlimited/S78 10 meeks
MWIMTH 700 PA.  Hutow Impact Jan. 18 T.Snurka

Nutrition for 1999
It’s your body, choose wisely!
Call Lori or Jill
1-800-285-6968
for a FREE Body Wise
Consultation!

Call Today » 248-353-2885 ¢+ 800-285-6968 * Classes Fill Quickly

'INDICATES BABYSITTING IS AVAILABLE




