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Tracking a tax cut

Statg tax cut on outstate horse
racing won't help area tracks

BY TIM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER
trichardQoc.homecomm.net

Michigan will cut its taxes on horse racing at
outstate tracks, though it won't help Northville
Downs or Hazel Park Raceway.

The Legislature passcd House Bill 5400, spon-
sored by Mike Griffin, D-Jackson, in the closing
daya of the 1998 session.

It cuts the tax on simulcasting from 3.5 to 2.5
percent for halders of racing licenses whose aver-
age simulcast wagering is less than $95,000 a day.
The tax is on all wagers on interstate and inter-
track simulcast races,

It will affect harness racing tracks in Jackson,
Saginaw nnd Mount Pleasant. (The Muskegon har-
ness track closed in 1997.)

Revenue loss will be $630,000 a year, said the
racing commissioner's office. The racing office
opposed the bill, as did the Michigan Harness
Horsemen's Association, the Michigan Horsemen’s
Benevolent Protective Associntion, the Service
Employees International Union Local 79 and a
representative of Hazel Park Raceway.

The Senote passed the bill overwhelmingly, but
the House vote was a tighter, 67-28.

Here is how Eccentric area represcntatives
voted:

YES - Barbara Dobb, R-Union Luke, Shirley
Johnson, R-Royal Onk, Greg Knzn, R-Rochester
Hills, Tom Middleton, R-Ortonville, Nancy Quar-
les, D-Southfield.

NO - Patricia Godchaux, R-Birmingham,
Andrew Raczkowski, R-Farmington Hills.

ABSENT - Penny Crissman, R-Rochester.

A bigger cut

Race tracks would get a bigger cut of unclnimed
winnings under a bill passed by the Legislature.

Instend of turning all unclaimed winnings back
to the state, operators of standardbred programs
could retain helf and turn back half to the Michi-
gan Agriculture Equine Fund.

Senate Bill 1314, when signed by the governor,
will reduce state revenue by about $3.5 million per
year. Sponsor was Sen. George MeManus, R-Tra-
verse City. It required a two-thirds vote in cach
chnmber becnuse, under the constitution, the bill
was an appropriation to private parties.

The bill sailed through the Sennte on a 36-1
vote.

The House vote was 79-16.

Here is how Eccentric area lawmakers voted:

YES - Penny Crisaman, R-Rochester, Barbara

Dobb, R-Univn Lake, Patricin Godchaux, R-Birm-
ingham, Shirley Johnson, R-Royn) Onk, Greg
Kaza. R-Rachester Hills, Tom Middleton, R-
Orionville, Nancy Quarles, D-Southfield,

NO - Andrew Raczkowski, R-Farmington Hills,

Late night vote

The Senate gave Gov. Engler n one-vote victory
when it approved 19-18 his compact with four Indi-
an tribes to set up cnsinos in western Michigun,

Ordinarily, n majority of 20 votes is needed, but
in this case a mere majority of those present and
voting was sufficient to approve House Concurrent
Resolution 115.

Tribul casinos are planned for Battle Creek, New
Ruffnlo, Manistee and Mackinnw City.

Voting yes were Laren Bennett, R-Canton, Mike
Bouchard, R-Birminghnm, Bill Bullard Jr., R-Mil-
ford, Bob Geake, R-Northville, and John J.IL.
Schwarz, R-Battle Creek.

Voting no were John Cherry, D-Clio, Mat
Dunaskiss, R-Lake Orion, Gary Peters, D-Bloom-
field Township, Alma Smith, D-Salem, George
Hart, D-Dearborn, and Mike Rogers, R-Brighton.

Not voting was Dianne Byrum, D-Onondaga.

Alma Smith said she voted no beeause “the com-
pact was written with no assurance that Detroit
will be protected from any incursion within that
150-mile radivs,” despite Engler's assurances that
Detroit wouldn't get nearby competition.

Sen. Art Miller, D-Warren, chided the state for
giving in to more Indian casinos but failing to help
Hazel Park Racewny and the now-closed Ladbroke
DRC track in Livonia.

Sen. Dave Jaye, R-Mucomb County, sttempted to
amend the resolution to require the Indian tribes
submit to state audits, pay the same taxes as
Michignn businesses, provide plaintiffs the same
Jegal rights in tribal courts as they have in state
courts, and step gill-netting fish,

But Bouchard argued down the amendments,
saying it is “not within the scope of authority of
this body. There are not 148 members negotinting
the individual pravisions.” Bouchard said the Leg-
islature was limited to voting up or voting dewn
the resolution.

Rogers lost, 18-19, his amendment to make Indi-
an casinos subject to the same regulntions that
will apply to Detroit casinos.

Sen. Bill Schuette, R-Midland, called the resolu-
tion unconstitutional, citing a ruling by Attorney
General Frank Kelley that it would take a legisla-
tive bill (20 votes in the Senate, 55 in the House?
to authorize the four casinos.

The House vate was 4847,
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Eastern Michigan University
Is Putting Down Roots
in Metropolitan Detroit.

In 1849, a seed was planted for a great university. Today, 150
years later, Eastern Michigan University has grown to be one of
Michigan's finest universities with five distinguished colleges and
an outstanding Graduate School.

Now, the tremendous resources of this great university are
conveniently available in Detroit, Livenia, Farmington Hilts, and
Birmingham. You can study with our distinguished faculty and
carn a degree from one of Michigan's most recognized
universities.

If you want to advance your career—or start a new one—there
has never been a better time. Eastern Michigan University is
putting down roots in Metropolitan Detroit . . . 50 you can
continue to grow.

MA in Educational Leadership

MS in Quality

BS/BA in Individualized Interdisciplinary Concentration
BS/BA in Public Safety Administration

«Not all programs are available in all locations.

EASTERN JMICI HGAN
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e-mail; ced_wagner@online.emich,edu
visit: www.emuconted.org.
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