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Pecked out: Julic Barnhard is a pro at being Mrs, Santa Claus. Ann ually she
«.attends Santa School in Midland. The school offers a three-day seminar that makes
all the wonder of both Mr. and Mrs. Claus come to life.
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Celebrate the grand opening of
Huntington Cleaners’ newest expansion, and
Help the Recycling To Rebuild Lives Program!
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YOU ARE INVITED TO A SPECIAL OPEN HOUSE
ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 1999,
’ 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM AT
HUNTINGTON CLEANERS,

26822 COOLIDGE HWY. » HUNTINGTON WOODS

"I A

ceycling to Rebulld Lives recelve 2 complimentary tlekets to

worhs with dry cleaners & Detrolt Vipers hockey game at
The Palace of Auburn Hills.

Huntington Gleaners wihil elean

and other businesses o

help them dispose of goods for which they
1o Jongier have use. Recyeling to Rebuild all items and deliver them to the

domestie violence shelters ILAVEN. in

Oakland County, Turning Point in

Lives finds organizations and arranges
transportation of these goods to those who

need them the mose. Bring gently used Macomb County, and My Stster’s Place

women's and children's clothing and/or in Wayne County.

outer wear, sheets, towels or blankets Attend the open house and meet

to the celebration and members of ‘the Detroit Vipers!

« Observer & Eccentric Newspapers * The Palace of Auburn Hills
« Blossoms ® Caponigro Public Relations, Inc. ® Comerica Bank
« Eagle Star Equipment = Events Marketing ¢ Howes Insurance Services
o Independent Insurance Agencles of Oakland County e Michigan Association of
Insurance Professionals (MAIP) « Natlonwide Mutual Insurance Companies
e L. Brooks Patterson, Jean Chamberlain, Oakland County Executive’s Office
« State Representative Gilda Jncqbs . Warre‘ln Bank

For more Information,
please conact Lisa at (248) 540-5688

- Together, we are working towards Recycling To Rebuild Lives

Transformation

Santa’s better half makes the
rounds for the holidays

BY BARDB PERT TEMTLETON
STAFF WRITER

hen Julie Barnhard dons
a white wig and apron, o
red dress, red boots, lace

pantaloons and Christmas bells
she's nearly transformed into
Mrs, Claus. The final touch is
the wedding ring. That's n detail
oll the children she meets look
for right away.

“If I'm Santa’s wife I better
have that ring on,” smiled Barn-
hard, 35, who has been taking on
the Mrs. Claus persona for four
years now, *I'm what is called a
“kitchen Claus” because I wear
the npron.”

Barnhard, who is employed by
AAA in Farmington Hills, has
catertained her co-workers as
Mrs. Clous and works holidny
parties across the area dressed
as the popular Christmas char-
acter,

“I think this is an extension of
myself and I always loved
Cliristmas,” Barnhard said. *1
look at the children and love to
see the wonder and awe in their
cyes.”

Noting that Mrs. Claus is a
more veraatile character then
her husband, Barnhard enjoys
the fact that she can add less
traditional trappings to her per-
formance like face painting and
magic tricks.

Credit for her excellent trans-
formation goes to a specink
school she attends each October
in Midland. Santa School, is u
three-day seminar that makes
all the wonder of both Mr. and
Mrs. Claus come to life.

“The school is fantastic,” Barn-
hard said. “We do all kinds of

E ‘And for kids who are Just on the verge of not
believing, you can kind of grab them and pull
them hack for another year. That's what { love.’

Julie Barnhard
—Mrs. Santa Claus

things, like Santa and Mrs.
Claus Jearn to interact together
even daneing. We also learn how
to deal with hearing impaired
and apecial needs kids.”

The unique school is the oldest
Santa School in the world. It
spawned the first-ever Macy's
Thanksgiving Day Parade
Santa.

Tom nnd Holly Valent have
operated the school for 10 years
and love every detail. Tom
Valent went to Santa School in
New York years age before the
school wans moved first to Bay
City and eventually to Midland.
He has been the local Santa for
22 yeara and construcied elabo-
rate wooden sleighs and reindeer
for a downtown display.

The couple hosted 60 students
during this year's clags and their
prestigious reputation brought
in students from Switzerland,
Australin and England,

The curriculum includes a his-
tory of St. Nicholns, customs
around the world, different
Santa legends, make-up, dress,
Christmns songs, singing and
dancing. About 25 percent of the
students enrolled are there to
become Mrs, Claus,

“It's really o lot of fun and I'm
to the point now where I'm help-
ing behind the scenes a lot,”
Barnhard said. “There were

three new Mrs, Claus’ this year
snd they were petrificd. But at
the end one of them cried
because she had such a great
time.”

Reservations for the class are
Looked months in ndvance nnd
the cost in $235 a week. Partici-
pants provide their own lodging
at local hotels but the cost
includes three dinners.

“We only take 16 new students
a year so mast of our students
are repeat visitors,” Mrs. Valent
said. “Actunlly, we're really a
sceret. We don’t advertise for
new students and very few peo-
ple know about us.”

“1 feel if it's o true Sonta he'll
find our school,” she added.

Barnhard, who also performs
as a clown, is certainly glad her
friends told her nbout the Santa
School. She feels Mrs. Claus is
finally starting to come into her
own now with children and
sometimes having Santa along
gide her isn't a must.

“I have lots of repeat business
each year and most of it’s for pri-
vate familics who hire me to
come in and be with the chil-
dren,” Barnhard said. “And for
kids who are just on the verge of
not believing, you can kind of
grab them and pull them back
for another year. That's what I
love.”

MILITARY NEWS

Roger Berry 11, son of Roger
and Mary Berry of Farmington
Hills, enlisted in the Air Force's
Delayed Entry Program on Dec.
8.

Berry, n 1997 graduate of
North Farmington High School,
is acheduled for enlistment in
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CATCH THESE

Steve King and the Dittilies
Midnight Celebration

David Syme
Concert Pianist

Nickelodcon
Game lab

village l‘la!crs Theater
Cinderclla

Sheila Landis Trio
Jazz vocallsts
The Amazing Egghead
Comedy
Children's Theatre of Mich.
Kids music

Kathy Kosins
Rhythm & blues

Ginka Gerova Ortega
Flutist
And More, More, Morel{!
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Metro Parent Publishing
Group
The Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers
WW.J News Radio 950
WXYZ-7 Detroit

ADMISSION

GREAT ACTS!

the regular Air Force on Dec. 29.
Upon graduation from the Air
Force's six-week basic training
course in San Antonio, Texas, he
ia scheduled to receive technical
training as a precision measure-
ment equipment laboratory
apprentice.

He will earn credits toward an
aasocinte degree in applied aci-
ences through the Community
College of the Air Foree while
attending basic and technical
training schools.

A Celshratlonof te Arts in Downtown Birmingham B
Music! Dance! Art! Fun! -

Dec. 31, 1998,
PLAN NEW YEAR'S EVE NOW
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BUTTON ON

SALE NOW
AGES 5 & UNDER
FREE

BUTTONS AVAILABLE AT
Area Kroger Stores
The Community House
Video Max-B'ham

33855 Woodward
Flrst Night HQ
7258, Adams, L7 )
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$248-258-9075
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