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N STAr? P110TO BY BILL BRESLER
Farewoll...for now: Kevin Bush (at center) talks with
well-wishers John Kidel, Sheri Gelman and Bob
Maxfield during a going away reception at the
Farmington YMCA Dec. 17. Bush, the longtime
director the Farmington Y" won’t be going far:
He'll oversee fund-raising for the Detroit
Metropolitan YMCA, which is the organization’s
regional headgquarters.
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want to be here for o long time.”

Doing tho ribbon-cutting hon-
ors was Farmington Mayor Mary
Bush, complimented Petros.

“You'vo really added to our
community and (you've) brought
something that, quite frankly,
we didn't have before,” Bush
said,

What Petros previoualy had
was a cigar store. Now, following
tho expansion and renovation,
he hos a “destination” shop for
more-upscale customers, said
Ronald Oglesby, president of the
Farmington Downtown Develop-
ment Authority.

“As opposed to a chain-type
store, which is similar no matter
where you go, this is o draw, o
unique store,” said Oglesby,
among the celebrants at the
grand opening.

Petros described his businesd

as “uppor claas, thia is not a
place for teenogers.”

The humidor remains in the
cigar side of the emporium,
which suits customers such as
Dan Thifault. But now that he's
seen what Petros has to offer in
the wine side, he likes the place
cven better.

“I think it's great,” Thifault
said. “... I've bought a couple
things from the other (wine)
side. I'll buy some wine frem
him.”

Just a few of the items on sale
at the store include: Gekkeikan
plum wine, imported from
Japan; snacks such as “Lady-
bugs,” chacolate-covered cookies
and Walkers shortbread; hot
peppers in designer, decorative
bottles.

The endeavor wasn't always
such a delight for Petros. Follow-

YMCA HIGHLIGHTS

IN THE KNOW

Active seniors can come and lis-
ten to experts from Providence
Hosgpital at 11 0.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 13, at the Farmington
YMCA community room. The
topic will be “Young at Heart
Slightly Older in Other Parts” a

Jiscussion on aging lifestyles
and how to maintain « healthy
balance between the mental and
physical self. Coffec and snacks
will bo served. Bring a friend.
PROGRAM REGISTRATION

YMCA program registration has

ing rclatively casy approval from
the city of Farmington, he had to
wrestle with the Michigan
Liquer Control Commisaion forn
license to sell packaged beer and
wine. .

*He (Petros) had an uphill bat-
tle gotting his license,” noted
Ogleaby.

There was difficulty matching
the avajlable license with the
intended use, Petros said.

And the state would not allow
Petros to oxpand his original
store into one business that sold
cigar, wine, imported beer and
gourmet-type foods. With no
other option, Petros (with man-
ager Ron Shamoun) teok over
the adjacont storefrent and
opened scparate, aide-by-side
businesses, with different names
and addresses. But customers
can easily move from one side to

the other, through an indoor
archway.

Even though customers con
purchase items from both sides,
and pay for them at the same
time, Potros emphasized that,
through bookkecping, sates will
be onrmarked either for one
store or the other.

That doesn't bother elerk May
Bazay, who will ring up cus-
tomers from both the cigar and
wine sides.

“I like both sides, actually,”
she said. “Especially the wine
side, It's beautiful.”

The Cigar Emporium and
Wine Emporium stores are locat-
ed between Harmony House and
Starbucks Coffee in the Down-
town Farmington Center, Grand
River cast of Farmington Road.

begun, All aquatics and child
preschool programs are open {0
the public for a small fee. Stop
by and register for an nquatics
ar aerobics class.

PERSONAL FITNESS

YMCA Personal Fitness Pro-
gram begins Jan. 4. It's a three-

and you could
~ A
1ICU.

‘end up smast

A

menth, prog

designed to teach and support
gaod henlth nnd wellness. You
will have your own conch to help
lifestyle changes that will have
far-reaching cffects on your Jong
term quality of life as well as
your physical health. The cost
for this program is $230. Call
553-4020.
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‘Tasie GRAVES 7 STArY ARmST

Don’t drink and drive.

— and more.
bolsford * Read electronic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric
general ] newspapers.

SEﬁA?CFoss lo\Yﬂ or across the Counlry.
ol nced help signing on to our service, just call the
‘0 & E On-Liné Hotline: 734.953-2266,

: hosplal
sponsored by Botsford General Hospital Emergency Center

Botsford is a full service hospital with Board Certifled/Residency Tralned Specialists on staft.
Emergency care 15 avallable 24 hours every day. Urgent Care ls open 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., 7 days a week.
. ford General Hospital has recelved classification as an Emergency Center by the State of Michigan.
: This {s the highest category a hospltal can receive and Indicates that the Centet s equipped, prépared and ;mlfcd to provide
: prompt emergency medical care for all emergencies including speclalized services for adults, chitdren, infants and newboms.
o S 28050 Grand River Avenue « Farmington Hills, M1 48336-5933
. ©1999 Bouford General Hosptal
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