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PECIAL WRITER
Michigan'a third busiest cor-

» ner, 12 Mile Road and Orchard
. Lake Road in Farmington Hills,
. is hame to the new Van Gogh's
: Improv Grill. The name screams
+ for explanation,

First, “Improv” is not short for

! improvisational, a8 in theater,
: but rather a “moke it up as you

go” food theme.
Is it fair to consider Van

" Gogh's works improvisntional
. art? Perhaps. Did Van Gogh usc

a palette? Most certainly and so
will you if you eat there. It's fair

* to say that Van Gogh colored out-

" gide the lines.

So does this
catery.
To really understand the

- whole Van Gogh bit, you have to
- go there.

In Van Gogh's visually stimu-
lating environmdnt, the bar
plays vn Starry Night and the
wall mural (still a work in
progresa) is Paris Cafe. There
are sunflowers, lilacs and
painter’s palette wall sconces,

As o diner, after some briefing
by a waitperson, you walk
through a buffet-like setting
where you first pick up your
palettc and place on it o bowl for
your primary colors: meat,
seafood or vegetables from near-
Iy cndless choices. Complemen-
tary colors: aauces, oils and
apices go in the smaller bowl.

Transport your full palette to

- the grill area {(think of it as a

huge wok) and have it cooked in

: about three minutes by one of
© Van Gogh's grill masters,

When you arrive back at your

. table, your server will have

brought steamed rice and tor-

+ tillas to enhance your sclf por-

+ trait or grilled masterpicce.

gell.

inctudes a trip to the salad bar.

Van Gogh's Improv Grill

Where: 27909 Orchard Lake Road (at 12 Mile Road in Orchard-
12 Malt), Farmington Hills (248)324-0400.

Houre: Monday-Wednesday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m,, Friday and Satur-
day until 11 p.m. Saturday and Sunday from noon to 10 p.m.

Menu: creative Interactive dining theme where you can choose
everything you want to eat and watch it being cooked at an open

Cost: Moderate with lunch $5-10 and dinner one price $13 that

Roservations: Accepted Sunday-Wednesday only
Crodit cords: All majors accepted.

Among food choices for your
bowl, you could have gone Orien-
tal all the way, taken a Mexican
twist or crented a unique Ameri-
can BBQ. If your mind is a
blank canvas, then you can get
inspired by reading Your Sketch
Bnok {a.k.n menu) for recipe sug-
gestions such as a new twist on
Surf and Turf,

To create it, yow're instructed
to add beef, shrimp, pea pods,
mushraoms, red onions, red and
green peppers to the big bowl.
The little bowl gets Worcester-
shire, soy sauce, garlic oil, chili
powder, black pepper and gorlic.
A grill moster does the rest for

ou!

Feel like going South of the
Border? Chicken, tomatoes, scal-
lions, onions, green peppers and
mushrooma get together in the
big bow! for the El Sombrero.
Salaa, chili powder, crushed red
pepper, cumin powder and salt
are the medley in the smali
bowl. Do a chacha in the grill
line and shout Ole!

If you don't like sitting
through a whole dining experi-
ence, Van Gogh's lets you move
around and even go back a sec-

WHAT'S COOKING .

ond time. It's Unlimited (a.k.a.
all you can eat). There are no
boundaries, no limits. Your scc-
ond Unlimited need not dupli-
cate your first. You're in contral
here. Go for the gusto and
express your culinary artistry.

The Van Gogh idea is the
inspiration of owners William
Gitre, and brothers Duane and
Tom Gmerck. They also own
Roosevelt's Billiards Bar & Grill
at the east end of the Orchard-12
Mall, a stone's throw from Van
Gogh's. These three owners are
not only into art, but history, as
in Teddy Roosevelt, the major
theme ployed out in this papular
tavern that bas been going
strong for over five yenrs,

As a higger than life Van Gogh
greets you at the entrance of
“his” place, Teddy does in “his,”

Faithful exceution of the Van
Gogh's polette play on words is
done by peneral manager Stew-
art Sloan, who when it's busy,
grabs a spatula and starts
grilling.

The full service bar area is n
cool place to hang out with

.friends, even on a cloudy night

(no-stars, get it?). Seven beers

arc on tap; 17 more by the bottle,
1f you like wine, there are 14, all
served by the glass ($4.50-G) or
bottle ($21-26).

Send items for consideration in
What's Cooking to Keely Wygo-
nik, Entcrtainment Editor,
Obscrver & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, Inc., 36261 Schoolcraft,
Livonia, M! 48150, fax (248) §91-
7279, or e-mail
kwgyonik@oe. homecomm.net

W A Southwest Foast — 7
p.m. Wednesday, Jon. 27 at
Morels (248) 642-1094 and
Thuraday, Jan. 28 at No. VI

™ YOURE PERFECT,
A% NOW CHANGE

=== HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Wed, Dec. 93 9pm & 8pm # Tues, Dec. 89 8pm

Chophouse & Lobster Bar, (248)
305-5210. Cost $34.95 per per-
son, not including tax and gratu-
ity, Call for reservations/informa-
tion.

m Pick-A-Bone Rib House &
Snloon — 30325 Six Mile Road,
Livonia, (734) 762-RIBS or (734)
762-2063, celebrates its one-year
anniversary on Jan. 28. Restau-
rant hours are 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Tucsday-Thursday and Sunday,

N

“'Cule_can,
- fun show"
* ok ok

. towrewie tibiné.
Ittt seve Prew,

Sat.Dec. 96 6pm & 9pm : Wed. Dec. 30 9pm & 8pm
Sun. Dec, 37 Spm & épm  Thur Dec.31 Tpmé& 10pm
Mon, Dec. 28 8pm s Sat.Jan. g bpm & 9pm

GEM THEATRE ° (313) 963-9800 B
313 Madison Ave. + Detrolt, M 48236 i

Call Micels for growps of 15 or more (313) 9422913
" EXTENDED THROUGH MARCH 28TH

Sunday Mornin’
in New Orleans

Sunday Brunch & Jazz
10:30 am. - 3 p.m.

Fishbone's
invites you to
enjoy our apecial
blend of authentic
Naw Orloans food,
Fronch Quarter
atmosphore
and lve Jaxz...
Now a Sunday
tradition in
Moetro Detroit,

Southfleld
29244 Northwestern Hwy.
248-361-2826

11 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday, closed Sunday.

W LoShish Rostaurant - Is
planning a mid-January epening
at the corner of Canton Center
and Ford Road in Canton. It will
be the seventh LaShish Restau-
rant in the metro-Detroit arco.
Keep reading the dining page for
details.

dding.
it's & Show...
1t's Passions,
Tealiant o

RSP {238) 215-866i8

Quitets

and at i -

the Hysterical Off-Broadicay Event Comes fo Pontiac!

BACt ABBRACCI - THEATRE [vi] |
A0W Plks §t.,, Pontiac, Michigan

& Bailey's Pub & Grille -
Just opened, 1777 Canton Cen-
ter Road, Conton, (734) 844-

,1137. Menu includes anlads,
soups, sandwiches, gourmet
burgers, baby back rips, pasta
dishes, fish & chips, hickory
grilled chicken, shrimp on a
skewer, broiled or Cajun salmon.
Open 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. daily.

Sold Out in
New York &
Chicago!

-/

10X OFFICE: 8 W, Lawiunce SI. Ponlite
Oaline at v

cybesme.comAanynimy

palette

At your service:
General man-
ager Stewart
Sloan at the
new Van
Gogh's Improv
Grill where
you can create
your own culi-
nary master-
picce.

STAFF 1070 BY [iLt, DRESLER

In a place like Van Gogh's, you
wen't need n kid's menu if you
come as o family. Everybody's

sort of a kid here.
Vun Gogh's is fun, especially if
you like playing with your food!

If the whole '~
world is going
to the

dogs, you

may as

well have

one of

your own.

in your

@bserver

Find a friend tat?&f)"/ M@V"‘W&}/
it

&5 Eccentric
HOMETOWN CLASSIFIEDS

Part of HomeTown Communications Ratwork™

Oakland County — 248-644-1070
Wayna County — 734-591-0900

SPORTS CARD
- & COMIC SHOW

SATURDAY 10-9 - SUNDAY 10-6

SATURDAY. JANUARY 2ND
12:00PM TO 2:00PM

$10.00 ANY ITEM :

HOCKEY HALL OF FAMER

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3RD
12:00PM TO 2:00PM
$16.00 ANY ITEM

FEE CARDS + COMICS - MEMORABILIA + SUPPLIES

ADMISSION ONLY $2.00 PER CARLOADI * - .}

Gl'altar |

TRADE CENTER, iNC. bl

1-75 & EUREKA RD
_(EXIT 36) TAYLOR
734-287-2000

Rochastar-Aochostor Hills — 248-852-3222
Clarksion, Loke Orion, Oxtord — 248-475-4596

T L INDA'S
RAMEWORKS

Custom framing
180 W. 9 Mile
. Ferndale
F+ arking In front of store
248-546-0987
STORE HOURS
T-F106
SAT. 11-S
THOMAS ACENEA

1drend

LS

sAdult Novelties
sNylons
sLeathers
sShoes
oDresses
eSwimwear
stingerle

F"Mantlon this adt

; and get

o 10% orr .
Fun & Fantasy

925E.11 MileRd. §)
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