i
i

5;
|
f
!
{

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1998

(OF)RS

Plan for picking sheriff takes shape

« BY PAT MURPIY
STAFP WRITER .
prurphy&@oc hemecomm.nct

The new Oakland County

gheriff could be named as carly

. ag Jan, 11, according to the
three-member Vacaney Commit-
tee charged with naming s suc-
ceasor to the late John F. Nichols
who died Dec. 18,

The committee met for the
first time Monday at which time
it c¢lected prosccutor David Gor-
cyen chair and cstablished the
procedure for selecting the new
sheriff.

Prospective candidates are
expected to submit applications
«— including a letter of intent, a
rpspme and a list of ehort-ond-
ong-term goals — to the clerk’s
office by 5 p.m, Tuesday, Jan. 5.

The committee will begin
interviewing candidates at 9:30
a.m. on Jan. 11, after which the
committee will deliberate and,
quite possibly, name the new
gheriff, according to Gurcyca,
who with county clerk G.
William Cadde)} ond chief pro-
bate judge Eugene Arthur Moore
inake up the Vacancy Commit-
tee.

County
union

supports
Buffa

BY PAT MURPHY
STAFF WIUTER

pmurphy@ueromecomm.net

The intense race to replace the
late John F. Nichals got under-
way in earnest Monday when a
spokesperson for n county
employees union endoraed
undersheriff Henry Buffa as the
next Onkland County Sherifl

‘The endorsement came during
the initin} meeting of the Vacan-
cy Committee that could name
the new sheriff as early as Jan.
11,

Mary Price, a trustee for the
Oakland County Employees
Union, told the committee the
650-member union supports
Buffa, who has been the number
two command officer within the
department since July, 1993.

Price did not specily any rea-
sons for the union’s endorde-
ment. Privately, however, she
said Buffa’s knowledge of the
department and administrative
oxportise would “help heal
wounds within the department.”
1 Price, an outspoken critic of
John Nichols, said those wounds
deanlted from what she described
dithe harsh disciplinary policics
x:ublishnd and maintained by
the Inte sherifl,

i % knoiv about those wounds,”
PHre said, “because I often rep-
2esented deputies accused of
higgonduct,”

1¥The committee didn't ask for
endorsements. But Price said
her union wanted its preferences
known. *I hope other unions
Gsuch ns the Deputy Sheriffs’
Apmbocintion) make their views
known too,” she said.

Buffa is one of the two names
most commonly mentioned as
possible succeasors to Nichols.
The other is State Sen. Michael
Bouchard, R-Birmingham, who
was n police officer for about 12
years before going into politics.

Members of the Vacancy Com-
mittes — Prosecutor David Gor-
cyca, county clerk G. William
Caddell and Chiel Probato judge
Eugeno Arthur Moore — cmpha-
sized they will consider every
qualified applicant. But specula-
tion abounds that Bouchard is
the odds-on front runncr, with
Bufla second and Major Thomas
E. Quiscnberry, the depart-
ment's chief of staff, a distant

frd.

Others said to be interested in
being the new sheriff include
Gerard Carlin, a former sheriffs
captain who ran against Nichola
in the 1896 Republican primory;
former Michigan State Police
commander Matthew Hogan of
White Lake, who ran agninst
Nichols ns a Democrat in 1996,
and Southfield Police Chief
Joseph E. Thomaa.

.. Abont 16 people, including five
reporters, attended Monday's
meeting. Among them were the
newly elected chair of the Oak-

Plonso sco NOPEFULS, AS

“If we need another day, we'll
toke it," said Caddell. “But quite
posaibly we'll name the new
sheriffon the 11th.”

This is believed to be the first
time in Oakland County history
that a committec — rather than
the clectorate — is selecting a
sheriff, and Goreyen emphasized
there is no set procedure,

“State law specifies that this
committee will select a succes-
sor,” he said, “but the law does-

any store in'town;

10% for binging it
Excludes closeouts an

#1 ‘State law specifies that this committee will
select a successor, but the law doesn’t specify a

time table or a process.’

David Gorcyca

-——Vacancy Committce

't specify o time table or a pro-

ceys.”
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where o similar commitice last
month selected a replacement for
the incumbent sherilf who
resigned. But any information
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from that or nny other county is
advisory, sgid Cuddeil. “We're
plowing our awn new ground,”
he said.

The need for swift, but not
hosty action to appeint a new
sheriff was underscored during
the public comment part of the
mecting by Dale Cunningham,
the sheriff department’s busi-
ness manager. Cunningham
reminded the committee of three
pressing matters that he said
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would scem to necessitate
prompt action on sclecting the
new sheriff.

Those pressing matters are,
Cunningham said, an ongeing
study into staffing needs, autho-
rized by the board of commis-
sioners; an investigation into the
department’s policies on provid-
ing medical carc for inmates;
and jail overcrowding.

The committee, however, indi-
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