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Tho future: Becky DePotter and Greg Peszek set up materials for compression stress testing in Farmington High
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School’s materials testing lab. The class has grown from basic woodshop to a high-tech basic engincering program that

helpo meet the needs of the twenty-first century’s jobs. The cla
Farmington High ts the first' Michigan high sckoo:

bs.. s developed under the dircction of teacher Hershey Card.
to hav¥ae apter OF the Teehnelogy Students Assoclation. =1

2000: HiGH HOPES, HIGH TECH

3 £ 7 ith ap eye on the economy
%ﬁ:égun the eve of 2000, civie

and educational feaders in
the Farmingtonsa aro proud of
where thinga are and foresoo a
bright future.

*1 think a lot of peoplo are gaing
to be very surprised to sot how
much we've accomphished” vis-a-
vis the Year 2000 Plan creatod 10
yenrs ago, said Hilla Mayor Naney
Bates.

With expansion and romodeling
of tho Hills branch of the Farming-
ton Community Library nnd the
widening of Orchard Lake Road
between 10 Mile and 1-808 both sct
for 2000, Bates said Farmington
Hilla {s "in very good conditlon.”

Farmington Mayor Bill Hart-

With an eye en the economy on the eve of 2000,
clvic and educational leadsrs In the Farmingtons are
proud of where things are and foresee a bright future.

the Civic Theater,

“The future is very bright” there,
she said, while in the Hills, even
the larger employers “are looking

to grow.”

Bo

rock, citing o ®
nity prido in that city's business
and volunteer sectors, said munici-
pal planning is critical and pre-
dicted that *the things that have
beon working for us in the near
poat will continue.”

Farmington Public Schools
Superintendent Bob Maxfield, cit-
ing facility modernization, interac-
tive teaching and growth in
onrichment, said the next two
yoars promiso “a great deal” for
children.

Judy Downey, director of the

D Devol t Authori-
ty, is “excited” alout 2000 due to
the healthy economy and because
“nearly all of our lease spaces (are)
filled.”

Plans for the new year include “a
new event at holiday time,” she
satd, and the instituting of an e-
mail marketing program.

“Exciting” is how Carleigh Fla-
herty, Farmington Hills/Farming-
ton Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent, described downtown Ferm-
ington developments such s the
city’s purchase and remedeling of

John Anhut, chairman of the
Hills’ Economic Development
Corp., predicted “slower...(but)
till robust growth.”

Both city managers said reten-
tion and expansion are critical.

Steve Brock said the Hills needs
“to escalate” its business-keeging
cfforts,

Farmington’s Frank Lauhoff
said while his city has “a great
track record and solid idena” for its
future, the key is continuing rede-
velopment.

“wm ‘O'I"‘ to -
- fill my bathtab
with water for
tollet flushing
and got a cou-
ple of gallons
of water for
drinking.”

- Noreen
Quantz

“I'm not really
concerned. 1
haven't stock-
pited anything.
We logk at it
as any other
now year. |
think it's a lot
of people got-
ting upset.”
—dJim Pearse

“Ag we begin
a new century,
we are provid-
od with a
fresh opportu-
nity to look at
both the pre-
sent and the
future.”

—~ Monsignor
Walter Hurley
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1999: A LOOK BACK AT FARMINGTON’S TOP STORIES

Lights on, lights off again
pits city against utilities

armington Hills became “empowered,” so to

sponk, during n 1999 brouhaha with DTE Encrgy

ovor the many storm-relnted outages residents
continue to faco.

Fed up with the inconvenience, and in some cases,
the imminent danger outages create, residents com-
plained direetly to representatives from DTE, at o city
couneil meeting in Auguat.

1y, those sparked some action.

i

Civic gala sells out

Farmington City Man-
ager Frank Laubhoff
Monday repcrted that
all $60 ticketa'to the
Saturday Jan, 8, 2000
“Civic Theatre Grand

Re-Opening Gala™ have
sold out. That evening,
’ 288 patrons will enjoy
*The Philadelphia Story.”
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State Public Service Commission commiasioners in
late November snid they would study the information
they gathered, then ait down with DTE (formerly
Detroit Edison) and try to resolve the issues.

Hearing: The Michigan Public Services
Commission couldn’t give residents a
promise that they wouldn’t continue to

endure electrical potver outages.

Rebuilding the schools
for the new miliennium

he foundation for Farmington Public Schools

becoming the “premier” scheol diatrict of the 21st

century teol: solid shape during the final year of
the 20th century.

At the beginning of 1999, North Farmington High
School faculty members voted to go to block schedul-
ing in 1999-2000; Harrison faculty members and par-
ents got together on embracing such a plan for 2000~
2003, As the year ends, indications are the block is off
to a good start at North. A number of elective high
school courses were recently npproved by the schoal
board, to provide students with mare block cheduling
choices beginning with the second semester.

Rebulid: Students and faculty cre.inconve-

nienced in the short run for improved pub-

lic schools in the near future under a

maulti-million dollar construction program.
L.

Farmington buys historic
Civic Theatre downtown

robably no other event in Farmington's recent
P history approaches the magnitude of the city's

purchase of the landmark Civic Theatre. Coun-
cil members unanimously approved n $316.500 pur-
chase agreement this suniner, so that the theater
could remain vinble well into the 21st century.

Longtime owner Greg Hohler nctually approached

city lenders in tate 1998 to let them know he woulil be
putting the theater up for sale. It didn't take long for
the city to put in u bid. During the community vision-
ing process that took place in "88, it wns stated that
the long-term ecanomic health of downtown Farming-
ton relied upon the Civic's Vinbility.

New owners:
More than
$400,000 in
renovations
will be com-
pleted in
time for the
Jan. 8 grand
opening of
the Civic
Theatre now
under the
ownership of
the city of
Farmington.




