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NeAEIR

W o
have

- boen
feeding suet to birds for
yeoars and havo always had
nuthatohes and woodpeck.
ors in our yard. We recontly
bought more suet hut the
birds do not scem to be

n 1. Any

tions?

1, too, have had suct feaders
in our yard for years. My first
thought in that you were sold
old suet.

T actually experienced this
myself in the last week. I
bought a couple of auet cakes in
a store not known for bird feod-
ing supplics. That suet hung
outside for two weoks with
many birds in our yard, but
none attempting to eat the
suet. Upon replacing the eld
suct cakes, the birds returned
to the feedor within a few
hours. In the future, stick to
storos that have a large
turnover in feed which means
that fresh supplies are always
available. I will also follow my
own advice.

Keep suet fresh;
hawk sightings

Wo have been seeing a
fast flying hawk attacking
the blrds in our yard, Do
you know what this bird 1s?

In the Farmington area, this
bird is likely a Cooper's Hawk.
We have one visit our ynrd a
fow timos a weck hunting the
birds that are attracted to our
feedera. It is always a thrill to
see this hawk catch a bird in

Community chorus auditiois are Jan. 11

The Farmington-Farmington
Hills Community Chorus will be
holding cuditions for ita apring
scssion and 20th anniversary
concert on Tuesday, Jan. 11 at
the Farmington Hills Activity
Center.

If you have over wanted to
ring, now is your chanco. Come
down and experience this activi-
ty and mect the 70-member cho-
rus. Membors come from tho
entire motro Dotroit area. Living
in Farmington is not a requiroe-

ment. The chorus parforms two
major shows each year: a holiday
concert and & apring concert, as
wall as gives porformances at
the Farmington Founders Festi-
val and at Heritage Park.

‘The choir i® open to anyone 18

Vintage Farmington /.. ..x:

land for a school. .
The tavern was so successful
that once sawod lumbor waa

mid flight. Congider y
lucky to witness one of our sub-
urban predators in action. A
Cooper'a Hawk flies with amaz-
ing specd and can manouver
trees and bushes, almost at
ground level, when in pursuit
of prey, They have a long tail
with black bars acrosa it and a
grayish back. The adults have a
mostly whitish breast. Buy
yourself a bird book to help
identify future cncounters. Too
many peoplo live in Disneyland
today and do not think that
something must die so some-
thing else may live. That is the
way of the natural world.

Joc Derek is city naturalist
for Farmington Hills. Call him
at 248-473-9574.
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THE HOTEL DESIANED BY BUGINESS TRAVELERS'™

Located ot 42700 11 Mie fioed (next o Novi Tows Centar) Novi, MY
£89 to $109. Cakl (248} 380-1234 or 16003212211,
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CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
BANITARY AND STORM SEWER UTILITY
IMPROVEMENTS

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS,

OAELAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN
Bealed proposals for construction of the Sanitary and Btorm Sewer Utility
Improvements Project, N.W. of the Morthwestern Highway/Inkster Road .
intersection, |nll be rm!ved from contractors baving current Michigan

at the City of

Hills Clerk’s OfEto yatil 10:00

Hills, A3 48336; at which time

read

Gearral Outline of Work cansists af:
176m of 360mm Sanitary Sewer
170m of 1050mm Starm Sewsr
6m of 900mm Storm Bewer
180m Dawatering
Sidewalk, Plant Material faof

19:00 am on

.Ju 28, 3000, st tha

b:dlwtl.lblpubhdynpeudM

City of Farmington Hills City Hl.li. 31685 Eleven Mile
and place all
“aloud, No faxed or unsealed bid witl be accopted.

Other items includiag: Cl:lnl;n:. Grading, S8ESC, rip-rap, R&R

Copumn{thnpl;mnndmnmddmmuumyh
4, 2000 from

obtained beginning at
the offica of the City Clerk,

anuary
City of Fariagton rite City Hall, 31685 Elaven Mile Road, F.mmm
Hilla, M 48236, cpon caking a payment to the City of Hilly of
$20.00, or $25.00 if documents gre mailed. No plan deposita will be
refanded.

¥ach Ndder ehall file a etatement signod by, or ca bebalf of the person, firm,
ciati por the bid, certifying that such persen,

rmumumummwmumndwymmm,mw

inlo uuzy agreement, ipated in any collasion, or otharwise taksn any

octlon, in restraint of froo competitive bidding in connection with the

submitted bid.

A cerxilied chock m‘hxdbuad in the amount of five percoat (6%} of the base
‘st sccompany each

moomzrmvummlampt any propoasl, rejact any proposal

aad waive irrcgularitins in proposals.

Constroction shall be in sccordance with MDOT 1996 Standserd

Funds from the Pedoral Highway hnmuﬂanmnmvﬂlpuﬂxuy
30

fond this

~trregularities oe informalities, 1o make
rdmwwbhmum od
-4he City of Parmington Hils. -
The wwaed s sulfect to the spproval ef Mickigao Departmont o .
Trovayortation.
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lo, Samuel Walker built a
Greek Rovival style frame tav-
ern cast of the log building.

Samuel Walker was probably
also a carpenter because there ia
an account of Nathan Power hir.
ing him to build a corn crib.

Farmington was being settled
only a few years after the War of
1812, During the war, Detroit
has been invaded,

Michigan Gov. Lewis Cass was
concerned about military securi-
ty in Michigan. He persunded
the government in Washington
to build military roads for pro-
tection. One of these roads was

the Grand River Military Road
which went right by the Walker
Tavern.

Built by soldiers

‘The military ronds were actu-
ally built by wsoldiers who
received oxtra rum rations for
tho road building work.

The military never used these
roads during wartime. but the
pioncers used them to reach
their new homes and founded
communitios alony the ronds.

Solomon Walker sold his thriv.
ing business to Nathan Philbrick
who in turn sold the establish-
ment to Robert Wixon Jr. Dr.
Isaac Wixom, a brother of Robert
Jr., also hosted a tavern. Hia
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was on Shiawassee, just east of
tho curront Farmington Road.
Dr. Wixom was also an eminent
physician in the rommunity. He
had completed his education
when the rest of the family
maved to Michigan.

Nathan Philbrick built anoth-
er tavern on Orchard Lake Trail,
This tavern was alao very suc-
cesaful, It was off the main high-
way but was known for ita fine
food. It was prosperous for a
number of years, then reverted
to a farmhouso. The Philbrick
Tavern ia still standing.

The Wixom Tavern was in
prime location. In 1848 the
Michigan capito] moved to Lana-
ing. In 1860 a plank toll road
was constructed along the Grand
River.

The Wixom Tavern was n mile
and a half outside the little vil-
lage of Farmington, right next to
a toll gate on the plank rond.

The Hubbdrd and Burill Stage
Couch of Detroit stopped at the
Wixem Inn.

Nathan Power, a retotive of
the pioneer Nathan Power whao
wae the son of Arthur Power
{Farmington's founder), wrote
for the Enterprise, o forerunner
of the Farmington Obsaerver.He
described the early stages. They
were pulled by four horaes nnd
seated 24 padacngers. He wrote
that when the stages came to

- town, it was exciting.

‘The stoges carried the mail
which was thrown dawn to the
‘Postmaster. The Postmaster
‘took out the Farmington mait
~and put the rest back in the
pouch. Then he returned the
mail pouch to the stago canch
which proceeded on its way. The
fare from Defroit to Furmington
waa $1 and was “comfortable”
and usually Mk

Another account explained
‘that tho codches carried full
freight and sometimes nine

:exira passengers were on top.

Some stages went to Lansing,

~others only to Howeli, Brighton
or Farmington.

The plank road was only one

Pokémon

years or older, All sheot munic
and a practico tape is provided.
Auditiona will be Jan. 11 at :
7:30 p.m. and registration will be
the following week for those :
accepted. Call chorus manager
Kathy Hall at 471-4516. N

lane wide, Detruit traffic had the >
right of way. Others had to get .
off tho road, often into tho mud.

Two cent fare
On tho toll road, the fare fora ©
two horse vehicle was 2 cents a
mile. Jt took four to ix hours for -
a loaded wagon to get to Detroit.
A single buggy could make it in
three hours. Thia all depended
on weather conditions, of course, .

Robert Wixom, Sr. and his
family had purchased farmland
and had come to Farmington us "
a family group. His family
included Sally Wixom Warner
ond her husband Seth Warner, -
grandparents of Fred Warner .
who was Michigan Governor
from 1905-1911.

Robert Wixom, Jr. was seven- -
teen in 1824 when the fumily -
came to Farmington. He wan
nround twenty when he pur.
chased the Walker Tavern which
he ran for forty years,

He married Sarah Jane Busch |
in 1832. She was only eighteen :
when she married. Sarah did the -
cooking ot the Wixom Tavern. -

The Inn had a “fancy ball-~
room” and was Greek Revival
style. The carpets in the rooms
were padded by straw,

In those days, mattresses often
were straw on rope beds.

Robert Wixom had 2nlarged
the Inn after he purchased it. It”
also had a large barn.

When the stage couches
arrived at the taverns, they
announced their arrival wnh
blasta from a tin horn.

Competition from the railroads
by ¢he 1800s caused the traffic of
Graad River to diminish and the
inns and hotels that depended
on that business to decline. .

The invention of automobiies =
soon made country inns obsolete. -
Grand River was converted from ©
a toll road to a gravel road and ;
later still to pavement. It was ;
widened a number of times. + -

The Wixom Tavern fell into -
disrepair and disappeared mtn
histary.

Rulh Moehiman is a local his-
torian and author of Heritage
Homes of Farmington.
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Wait-and-gee approach
O.E. Dunckel Middle Schuolt
Principal Pamela O'Malley says
at her schoo)l they take a “wait-
and-see approach” with such
issues and that “At first the

cabriole legs,
that will surely

Inspil by provmcual French furnishings, renowned for theic casual clcga.nce.
Heimm unveils chis beauciful collection. Crafted from select oak'solids and
veneers, the Tour de France Cullectmn features classic hand carved details,

 60ps, & unique ¥ combination of finish options and ﬁincnonzhry
id 4 ‘place in'your home, So, come take the Tour de France and
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cards were allowed in the lunch
room. But kids became distrz~t-
ed and were late to class, so |
Pokémon cards are not allowed ;
in school now. The fad affected -
primarily sixth graders; it was .
not a whale achool thing.”

While there has been no dis-
trictwide policy banning Poké-
mon cards, Arnie Rubin, princi- |
pal of Engle Elementary in -
Farmington Hills, says he .
received an e-mail “suggesting |
all principals handle it on their |
own.

“When this first became a big |
thing, I thought it was wandcr .
ful fun for the kids to be into it.
But we had kids in tears, par- Z
ents calling to say their children
got the wrong cards. One kid lost -
them. Others traded valuable .
cards for ones that weren't valu- |
able.'It became a waste of time. .
We finally aaid ‘no more in
school.™ :

Rubin added: “Some of the
teachera said Pokémon was all |
the kids would talk or think :
about it class We need to
uxpund their minds in other -
ways.”

Nancy Henshan, mother ul'-
Eagle students Case, 8, and Con- |
nor, &, says her sons are into
Pokémon cards but she docsn't
worry because “the characters
fight but nobody dics or gets
dentroyed - they rejuvennte.
Unuolly the good parson wins
and the bad team loses.”

Henahan agrees with school
administrators that *There’s no
place for the cards at school. I'm
glad they're banned at Engle”

Henahan sighs, ndmitting she
knowe more about Pokémon
than she cares to,

The Rev. Ed Mattax of Forest '
Park Baptist Church in Farm- |
ington Hills, whose 11- and
year-old sons play with the -
cards, says “there has to be n
balance, If anything has an ele-
ment of magic, peoplo become .

know there's a strong *
occult influence qut there, but
there’s a danger in secing a
demon behind cvery bush.”

Perhapa 6-year-old Connor
Henahan most succinctly
describes the attraction kids:
have with Pak/imon when he -
explains why ho plays with tho”
carda, "It’s cool.” s
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