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‘Snow Falling on Cedars’ a dlsappomtment

BY 50B THOMAS
ASSOCIATED PREes \rITen

The 1896 novel by David Guter-

The film version of “Snow
Falling on Cedars” held great
promise. Australian Scott Hicks,

The photngrnphy lapsoa into
moody sopia as though the North-
went was totally lacking in color.

shifting timn framoes. Tho most
muving aspect of the story con-
cerns tho relationship of the two

intonsified.
Hotauo's romance with Ishmael
is discovered, and she must vow

band.

The canting is foultleas. Among |
the standouts: Max Von Sydow, the *

gan, *Snow Falling on Cedars,” who dire Geoftroy Rush to an  The portentous musical scors ros- ynuna lovers: Humue, daughter of never to see or write him again, gentle dafonsc attorney; James
ved un | d? g“ hit ul h Academy Award in “Shine,” was onates with pounding drums, y farmer, and  She marrica another childhood Cromwall, the rosolutely fair .
proved un immediate hit with =y b0 ) diroct his first American  awirling  strings, smashing Ilhmul tho son of & local whito friend, also an intorneo. judgo; Rick Yune, the murder sus-

roadors and critics. it wan an
engaging story of young lovors -
one whito, the other Japanoso-
Amcrican — on a fishing and farm-

fitm. He shares the writing credit
with Ron Bass, an Oscor winner
for “Rainman.” A distinguished
cast was assombled, and stunning

crescondos and a chorus reminis-
cent of tho Mormon Tabernacle
Choir.

Hicka' direction cnl}l for mood-

newspaper oditor. They muat play
and Jove in sccret becauso of tho
pressures of zocioty.

The most tragic sequance comea

‘The murdor trial, replete with
flashbacks, provides the climax of
“Snow Falling on Codars.” Ishmaol
(Ethan Hawke), badly wounded in

pect; Ethan Hawko and Youki -
Kudoh, the thwarted lovers; Sam -
Shepard, th2 fair-minded newspa- |

per editor,

ing istand in Puget Sound. Iocations were faund in thestate of eotting cl ps 0 when the are sent to tho  the war and editer of the nowspa- “Snow Falling on Cedara” is a
The love stary was played o and British Columbia. folling from leaves, the innor Mannn:r internment contar in  por since his fathor's death, is still - Univarsal Picturos releass pro-
against the backdrop uanrld War Tho and result, howover, is a dis-  workings of a P type after the bombing of d by his love for Hatsuo duced by Harry J. Ufland, Ron

11, when the is)

doscent wore gent to datention
camps. Tensiona between the two
ethnic groups remained after the
war, eopecinlly after a white fisher-
man was found dead at sco. A
young Joponese farmer was
necused of murder.

Tho filmmakers apparently mis-
trusted the straightforward nature
of Guterson's novel. Tho narrative
flow has boon chopped up, the time
element leaping from one decado to
another then back ayain, flash-
backs appearing within flashbacks.

machine, dead fish, etc.

The film begins in total dark-
ness. Amid tho creaking sounds of
a boat at soa, a faintly visible
soene emarges. It is a fishing boat
in a dense fog. Bomething violent
hes happened.

Thersaftor tho plot is told in

Penrl Harbor. The undorlying ten-
siona between the two clements of

the island population become’

(Youki Kudoh). He struggles ovor
whether he should help save tho
accused man, who is Hatsue's hus.

Base, Kathloen Kenncay and
Frank Marshall. Running time:
128 minutcs.
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