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DSL: Just be sure you know what you are paying for .

And ths win-
ner for high-
speed digital
dominance is ...
Ench day we get
several calls
from cable cua-
tomers requeat-
ing cable
modem Internst
service. Unfor-
tunately, that
servico is not
yet available in
our cities, but
there is another alternative that
may be faster yet — Digital Sub-
scriber Line or DSL

It ia sometimes hard to deci-
pher ali of the talk about which
i8 better — DSL or cable modems,
Both have their positives and
negativea. So what is all the
hype anyway?

Well, for those of you who
don't know, cable modems have
taken this country by storm for
their spced in accessing the
Internet. Many believers think
that you have not lived until you
have experienced a high-speed
dedicated connection to the
Internet. This dedicated connec-
tion changes the way you use the
Internet because it is so much
faster.

But some people have some
concerns about the performance
and security of cable modema.
Complaints are raised all the
time about cable modems and
their security. Lots of people
want to know if it's possible for
an attacker to break into their

p and access d
tial files,

Well, cable modoms are more
risky because they operate on a
shared system, much like an old
fashioned party line. You sce,
cable modems are based on
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For mare information call 473
9670 Monday through Friduy
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

EUCHRE

Register now as a gingle or as
partners for an evening of play-
ing Euchre from 7-10 p.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 14 at tho Heritoge
Park Visitor Center. The cost is
$6 per person. Pre-registration is
required and refreshments are
provided.
SWIM LESSONS

Lessons fram parent/tot to
adults are availoble beginning
the week of Jan. 3 through Feb.
12 at the Costick Activities Cen-
ter in Farmington Hills. The scs-
sion will run for six classes. A
$30 pre-registration fec is
required at the Reereation Office.
YOUTH BOWLING

The Recreation Division, in
cooperation with Bel-Aire Lanes
will be offering youth, pee-wee,
and parent/child bowling
leagues. Leaguea bowl oace a
week for 14 or 16 weeka. You can
pay your $10 registration fee at
the Recreation Office.
DOWNHILL SiIING

‘The Farmington Hills Recre-
ation Division is offering a com-

plete downhill ski program for .

all participants, 5th grade
through high school, each Friday
night starting Jan. 7 to Mt.
Brighton. A bus will leave the
designated pick-up location at
4:30 p.m. and return at approxi-
mately 10 p.m. Fee includes lift
ticket, ski lessons, and bus
transportation. Ski rental is not
included and will be collected on
the bua. Pre-registration is
required.
MEN'S BASKETRALL
The city of anmngum Hills is
accepting men's basketball regia-
tration. Leagues play on Mon-
days or Sundaye at the Costick
Activities Center. The fee is $326
per team.
WINTER STAFF

The Recreation Division is in
search of Youth Basketball Ref-
erees, Sled Hill Supervisors,
Cross Country Ski Center Atten-
danta and Special Eventa Asais-
tants. Stop by the city of Farm-
ington Hills, Department of Spe-
cial Services for an application.
ICE SKATING HOURS

Following are public skating
hours through June 11, 2000, at
the Farmington Hills Ice Arena
on Eight Mile Road:

Monday-Friday noon skate,
11:30 a.m. to 1:20 p.m.; Tuesday,
Friday, 7-8:60 p.m.; Saturday,
11:30 a.m. to 1:20 p.m.; Sunday,
4-6:50 p.m. Coat i $3.50 for resi-
dents end $6 for non-residents.
The Parent-Tot Skate ia 9-10;60
a.m. Monday and Wednesday,
while the Adult Skate is 8-10:50
a.m. Tuesday and Thursday.

18808’ Ethernet technology.
However, Ethernet is a broad-
cast network, therefore making
it possible for your Network
Neighborhood to be lltemlly your
entire neighbor]

However, thia business of a
shared line can also be in the
customer’s favor. Cable modems
cost less than DSL becauss they
opernte on a shared coaxinl
cable. A aingle piece uf coax cable
can provide this high speed
Internet to th ds of cua-

Internet.

DSL, on the other hand,
requires a separate pair of wires
for each subacriber, The phone
compery, here it is Ameritech,
would need to inatall a special
DSL “modem” for each phone
line at its central office. This
type of technology allows DSL to
be inherently more secure than a
cable modem because DSL is a
dedicated connection over your
own phonu line. This dedicated
comes at a high price

tomers. Thon a single piece of
cquipment at the cable office can
patch those pcople onto the

though. Some DSL providers
charge twice what a cable com-
pany charges for Internet ser-

vice. Another downside to DSL
is that you must be a certain dis-
tance away from the Phone Com-
pany’s central office to be eligible
to receive the higheat spsed ser-

co.

Our local phone company,
Ameritech, has lofty plans for
the future af DSL. SBC Commu-
nications, the company who
recently merged with Ameritech,
plans to roll out its Pronto ser-
vice by 2002, This plan involves

g 77 million Ameri

which is eighty percent of its
customers in the Unitod States,
with always on high-apeed voice,

data and vidoo services via DSL.
They also claim the service will
be much faster than the DSL
service the company currently
offers.

How does this compare with
today’s DSL speed? Well, today's
service features connectivity
speeda that are up to 200 times
faster than traditional access,
which allows for near instanta-
neous downloads of files and
graphica. DSL provided by
Ameritech nlm pledges the

“always on” logy, thereby

tionz to Internet Bervic
Providers or corporate Local
Area Networks.

So what is an Internet user ta
do? There are many compant

make sure you know what yo
are paying for. As far as cably”
modem service goes, we have to.
wait for Time Warner to provide
it.

Melanie Young is the Commu
nity Relations Specialist for th
Southwestern Oakland Cable
he next CAC Mect- -;

liminating the time

and frustrating dial-up connec-

ing is at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 11’
at SWOCC.
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LAUREL PARK PLACE WILL CLOSE FOR INVENTORY ON SATURDAY. JANUARY 8 AT S

LOOK FOR THE

RED BALLOON SIGNS AND

take an

SALLOONSALE

STARTS THURSDAY, JANUARY 6!

FALL AND
HOLIDAY ITEMS

ALREADY
REDUCED BY
25-40%
for a total
savings of

45-55% |

LADIES INTIMATE APPAREL
JUNIORS-ACCESSORIES
SHOES-MEN-CHILDREN

00 PM.




